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Clauses 1 to 10 put and passed.
Clause 11: Section 23 amended-
The Son. N. E. BAXTER: During the

second reading debate Mr Thompson
queried the use of the word 'possession"
in line 32 on page 5 of the Bill. The
advice he had received was that the word
was out of Place and was not necessary.
I would point out that the phraseology in
this clause including the word "possession"
was placed in the legislation in 1964. It
is in section 23 of the principal Act.

I have consulted my legal adviser in the
Department of Community Welfare who
in turn consulted the Crown Law Depart-
ment and I am advised by the Parlia-
mentary Counsel that the word "possession"
is needed, as are the words "custody or
control" which also appear in line 32 of
page 5. These words are necessary to
remove any doubt when a person does
transfer a child somewhere else. It is
felt there will be a watertight case in
the event of a person being charged and
found guilty of an offence of transferring
the child without the written permission
of the director.

I feel sure Mr Thompson's adviser in
this matter would do all he could to try
to get his client out from under if the
word "possession" were not included in
the legislation.

I might add that the legislation before
the Chamber is bringing us up to date
and placing us on a uniform basis with
the other States which have had these
amendments in their legislation for some
years. The matter has been discussed by
all the States.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I thank the
Minister for obtaining the opinion of the
Parliamentary Counsel. I am aware of
the fact that the word was Included in
the Act in 1964 when the Act was amended.
I think it is right the matter should be
raised, and I feel sure it will be raised
again in another place.

If we look at the Concise Oxford Dic-
tionary we find the definition of the word
"possession" which reads, "possessing-
actual holding or occupancy". That is the
law.

I will accept the Minister's explanation
at this stage. I am not a legal man and
I know that I could have done some-
thing about the matter myself when I
was Minister. The question put to me
was, "How can you possess a child if you
are not the parent of the child?" It is
on this that the whole matter hinges. We
are dealing with adoption where the par-
ent is not Involved; It could be someone
other than the parent who would have
custody or control of the child.

I am prepared to leave the matter there
and let the legal eagles in another place
fight it out.

Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West-
Minister for Justice) [5.27 P.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 21st September.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 5.28 p.m.

Wednesday, the 15th September, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (30): ON NOTICE

1. "PROGRESS" PUB3LICATION
Production and Distribution

Mr JAMIESON, to the Premier:
(1) Does the Government intend to

produce another issue of the
publication Progress before the
next State election?

(2) If "Yes" when can it be expected
to appear?

(3)

(4)

How many copies will be
produced?
Where will they be distributed?

(5) What will be the cost of produc-
tion?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (5) No decision has been made

on this matter.

2. DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR
AND INDUSTRY

Worker Participation Section
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Has he established within the De-

partmnent of Labour and industry
a specialist section to provide
upon request by both parties
information and advice on the
voluntary introduction of worker
participation?

(2) If so. who are the officers of this
specialist section?

(3) When were they appointed?
(4) What qualifications do they hold

and/or what prior experience have
they in this area?

(5) If the section has not been estab-
Ilshed, why not?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (5) Provision bas been made

In the 1976-77 staff budget esti-
mates for the appointment of a
senior officer to supervise the
section. Pending the appoint-
ment of a senior officer, an addi-
tional officer has been placed in
the research section of the depart-
partment to further research on
worker participation in Industry
and material and references are
being collated to further assist
the section to provide Information
as required.

(2) to (4) Apart from the adminis-
trators of the department, the
officers currently in the research
section of the department corn-

* prise:
Mr F. E. Johnson, Research

* Officer, flip.Personnel Man-
agement (PTC). Date of
Appointment 23/8/75-

Mr J. B. Hartree, Clerk, Addi-
*tional Assistance. Date of

Appointment 6/8/76.
*Mr K. A. Fits, Graduate.

Attached Officer, MA (lions)
Dundee, Economics Assistant.
Date of Appoinment 5/1/76.

Mr B. Ros, Clerk, Attached
Officer. BA WHons) Univ. of
WA. Date of Appointment
6/5/76.

Mrs H. Patel, Library Assistant,
BA Guijarat University, India.
Date of Appointment 24/6/74.

Mrs D. V_ Barugh, Clerk,
Attached Officer. Date of
Appointment 6/3/74.

3. SWAN RIVER DRIVE
Plan

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

Will he provide a plan showing
the proposed Swan River Drive
from Belmont race course to
Garrati Road, Bayswater?

Mr RUSHITON replied:
Yes. Map No. 13 of the Metro-
politan Region Scheme Is tabled
herewith.

The mnap was tabled (see paper No.
393).

4. BUSSELTON HOSPITAL
Construction: Safety ins pectLion

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Has the Busselton hospital site

been further inspected by depart-
mental safety officers since 7th
July, 1976?

5.

6.

(2) If so, what action was taken in
respect of safety requirements on
site?

Mr ORAYDEN replied;
(1) Yes.
(2) Directions were given for the

wearing of safety helmets in the
vicinity of the mobile crane and
for the protection of electric
power leads.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Concert Bookings

Mr HARMAN. to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Has the Consumer Affairs Bureau

received complaints that patrons
to some concerts have booked and
paid for reserved seats but on
attending have been told to sit
anywhere in the reserved areas?

(2) Will he seek the co-operation of
concert promoters to abandon
such practices?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) The staff of the bureau cannot

recall any formal complaints
having been received on this sub-
ject, although it is possible that
there may have been telephone
inquiries.

(2) If any formal complaints are
received the matter will be taken
up with the promoters.

PLUMBERS
Queensland Tradesmen

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Works:

What are the conditions, criteria
and procedure for a Queensland
trained plumber to become
licensed in Western Australia?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
The Plumbers Drainers and Gas
Fitters' Examination and Licens-
ing Board of Queensland and the
Board of Examiners for water
Supply and Sanitary Plumbers
and Drainers in Western Austra-
lia are both parties to the Aus-
tralia/New Zealand reciprocity
agreement of authorities respon-
sible for the conduct of examina-
tions as to the competency of the
Plumbers Gas Fitters and Drain-
ers. As parties to this agreement
the Queensland trade Plumbers
holding the appropriate certifi-
cates of competency would be
licensed, upon application, by the
Metropolitan Water Board, Perth
without further examination.
Queensland Journeyman plumbers
with the requisite Qualifications
are registered by the Metropolitan
Water Board an applcation.
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7. PLUMBERS LICENSING BOARD
Membership and Functions

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Works:,
(1) Who are the members of the

Plumbers Licensing Board?
(2) When were they appointed?
13) For what terms were the appoint-

ments?
(41 To whom is this board responsible?

* (5) What are the functions of this
board?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) There is no Plumbers
* Licensing Board. There is a

Board of Examiners for Water
Supply and Sanitary Plumbers
and Drainers set 'up in accord-
ance with section 140 (24) of the
Metropolitan Water supply
Sewerage and Drainage Act.

* (a) The Chairman is the Engin-
eer, Sewerage and Drainage
of the Metropolitan Water

f' Board. Mr D. Montgomery,
I' appointed 22/5/61.

(b) The Deputy Chairman is
r Senior Plumbing inspector,

* Metropolitan Water Board,
Mr 0. Muir, appointed
6,11/6e.

(c) A representative of the
master Plumbers Association,
Mr S. Peter, appointed
9/10/53.

* (d) A representative of the
Plumbers and Gas Fitters
Employees Union, Mr G.
Hoare, appointed 6/7/86.

(3) The chairman and deputy chair-
man act in these positions whilst
occupying their current appoint-
ments. The representatives of the
Master Plumbers Association and
the Plumbers and Gas Fitters

* Employees Union make their own
* arrangements for appointment of
* their representatives.
(4) Responsible to the Minister for

Water Supplies through the
Metropolitan Water Board.

(8) The board is responsible for regu-
lating the examination of persons
who perform work in connection
with meters, pipes sewers, drains,
fixtures and fittings. It, as a
party to the Australia/New Zea-
land reciprocity agreement, main-
tains standards of examination
that are acceptable to the other
Parties to the agreement. The
licensing of plumbers is the res-
nonsibility of the Metropolitan
Water Board.

8. LAKE GRACE POWER STATION
Officer in Charge: Quaiications
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:
(1) Is It a fact that one person in

charge of operations for certain
periods per day at the Lake Grace
Power station is not in possession
of the appropriate certificate of
competency?

(2) When did the State Energy Com-
mission last advertise for the posi-
tion?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes. However a provisional cer-

tificate of competency for this
driver is being applied for
through the Department of
Labour and Industry.

(2) An advertisement for the position
appeared In The West Australian
on the 8th and 11th September,
1976.

9. ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
Officers; Public Comments

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) What instructions have been

issued to members of the Road
Traffic Authority regarding their
personal contact with Members of
Parliament?

(2) What Instructions have been
issued to members of the Road
Traffic Authority regarding public
comment?

(3) When were the Instructions
Issued?

(4) Will he table a copy of any such
instructions?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (4) (a) As to Police members

of the Road Traffic Authority,
the only relevant instructions
appear to be Regulation 1724
and Regulation 601 of the
Police Regulations and Stand-
ing Orders, Published In 1988
but probably effective before
that date in some other form;
and

(b) as to civilian members of the
Road Traffic Authority, the
only relevant instructions
appear to be in regulations
40 and 41 of the Public Ser-
vice Regulations 1964, but
also probably operative before
that date.

The paper was tabled (see paper No.
394).
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10. MENTAL HEALTH
INSTITUTIONS

Visits to Inmates

Mr DAVIES. to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health:-
(1) Has an instruction been Issued

regarding entry of the public to
hostels, hospitals, or institutions
run by the Mental Deficiency Divi-
sion?

(2) If so, what is the nature of the
instruction?

(3) Can the Minister table a copy of
the instruction?

(4) What prompted the move?
I Mr RIDGE replied:
* (1) Yes.

(2) Restriction on entry of groups of
visitors to units of the Mental
Deficiency Division without prior
permission from the Physician

* Superintendent.
(3) A copy of the instruction will be

tabled today.
* (4) The number of visitors has in-

* creased to the extent that work
of the division is at times im-

* peded, and the privacy of the
residents must be safeguarded.

* Approximately 1 000 persons have
visited the division so far this

* calendar year.
The paper was tabled (see paper No.

395).

11. CHIROFODISTS REGISTRATION
BOARD

Membership
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) What are the names of the per-

sons who constitute the Chiro-
podists Registration Board?

(2) What is the tenure of office of
each member?

* (3) When does the term of each mem-
ber expire?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) (a) Dr R.W.Lug&

(b) Dr D. Walters
(c) Mrs A. Pole

* (d) Mrs M. L. Jobson
* (e) Mr W. T. Woodhead.
(2) Three years.
(3) (a) tx-officio member

(b) 12/6/1919
(c) 11/6/1978
(d) 12/6/1979
(e) 12/6/1979.

12,

-I

TRAFFIC
Speeding Charges: Margin

Mr McIVER, to the Minister for Trans-
port:

Further to my question 9 of
8th September. 1976 in regard to
the variation allowed by regulation
1019 of the Vehicle Standards
Regulations, 1975, and his deci-
sion not to intercede with actions
for exceeding the speed limit by
6 km/h in a 60 km/h zone, or
8 km/h in an 80 km/h zone such
as the Freeway, as it was not an
unfair action against the moto-
rists, but consideration would be
given to not proceeding with such
an action provided that the
motorist concerned produced a
certified documentation that the
speedometer was incorrect, Is he
informed of the following:
(1) That to test a speedometer

for this purpose requires a
bench test?

(2) To perform a bench test the
speedometer must be removed
from the vehicle?

(3) That the removal of the
speedometer from the vehicle
concerned and the subsequent
refitting of same would cost
in the vicinity of $8 to $9?

(4) That the bench test for the
speedometer and the sub-
sequent certification would
cost the motorist approxima-
tely $7?

(5) Is it a fact that the sum total
of the cost In Items 3 and 4
would amount to aproximna-
tely $15 to $16, and the in-
fringement penalty by way of
a fine for the alleged offence
Is in fact $15?

(6) Is it a fact that If the moto-
rist causes his speedometer to
be tested and certified as he
suggested in reply to my ques-
tion 9 of 8th September, that
the motorist has in fact paid
the equivalent of the fine?

(7) Does he appreciate that a
motorist should not drive a
vehicle without a speedometer
theref ore while the speedo-
meter is out of the vehicle
being bench tested he Is with-
cut a vehicle through no fault
of his own having regard to
regulation 1019 of the Vehicle
Standards Regulations, 1975?

(8) Having regard for the previous
questions asked by mue on this
subject matter and the ques-
tions as above enumerated,
does he still maintain that
this treatment of the motorist
is not unfair?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (7) it is not accepted that

the only way to test a speedo-
meter is by a bench test. In
fact, a bench test of the
speedometer instrument need
not in itself mean a true re-
flection of a vehicle's speed.
Other factors, such as differ-
ential ratio, cable drive gear
and tyre pressure affect actual
over the ground speed.

I There are two generally
accepted methods of testing
speedometer accuracy-

I (a) establishing the time
required to cover a
measured distance at a
set speed; or

(b) using a calibrated chassis
dynamomneter.

Dynamometers are used by
the Road Traffic Authority
and the Royal Automobile
Club as well as other sources.
Speedometer certificates are
available from the RAC to
members free of charge.

1 (8) Motorists are not treated un-
fairly If they are prosecuted
for breaking the law.

13. ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
Police PesonnelC

Mr MeIVER, to the Minister for
Traffic:

With reference to my questions
of Wednesday. 8th September,
1976, and in particular question
10, regarding the total police
strength in the Road Traffic Auth-
ority and the answer that the
ratio of personnel to rank in the
Road Traffic Authority is not in
accordance with the overall police
ratio strength-
(1) Is it a fact that in view of

part (1) of question 10 it
could be construed that the
Road Traffic Authority Is
carrying a greater burden of
cost than if. the rank to per-
sonnel ratio in the police
force as a whole was main-
tamned In the Road Traffic
Authority?

(2) Does he accept this possibility,
and If not, why not?

(3) Why Is it deemed necessary
* to have three superintendents,

three senior inspectors, and
four inspectors attached to
the Road Traffic Authority?

Ur O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) No. The ratio of

ranks Is less than allowed by
* the Arbitration Award and is

a monetary advantage to the
Road Traffic Authority.

(3) it is necessary for supervisory
control. The figure is less than
the ratio allowed by the Arbi-
tration Award which could
be-

five superintendents
five senior inspectors and
five inspectors.

14. MENTAL HEALTH
Director; Advertising of Vacancy

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

With reference to the vacancy for
the position of Director, Mental
Health Services, adVertised In
The West Australian on Saturday,
11th September, 1976, can the
Minister advise:
(1) Was this the first occasion

that the vacancy was ad-
vertised?

(2) In what other newspapers or
publications and on what
dates was the advertisement
made?

(3) Is it considered that the clos-
ing of applications on 24th
September, 1976 allows for
the widest possible advertis-
ing of the vacancy and also
allows sufficient time for any
interested persons, particu-
larly Persons overseas?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) The 11th September, 1976,

was the date of the first
Press advertisement.

(2) The position was advertised
in the Government Gazette on
the loth September, 1976,
and in The Australian,
major newspapers In Eastern
States capital cities and the
Australian Medical Journal
on the 11th September, 1076.
The advertisement will be
repeated in the Goveinment
Gazette on the 17th Sep-
tember, 1978.

(3) The time allowed Is regarded
as adequate. It was considered
unnecessary to advertise
overseas.

15. POLICE
Rape Case: Inquiry into Evidence
Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Police:-

What was the result of the Inquiry
by the Criminal Investigation
Bureau chief Brennan on Detective
Paul Gregory Paugh and Detective
Peter Daniel Donaldson in con-
nection with their evidence in a
recent rape case?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Inquiries are in the concluding
stages. A report will be prepared
and forwarded for the in!forma-
tion of the Attorney-General
within the Dext two weeks.

18. POLICE
CIS: Allegation of Perjury

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) Is there an inquiry being con-

ducted within the Criminal Inve-
stigation Bureau in connection
with Detective John Keith Gibson,
Detective Sergeant George Duncan
Scott Lippe and Detective Ray-
mond Francis Bennett regarding
evidence of a Perjurious nature
given at a recent trial?

(2) Are Detective Sergeant Lippe and
Detective Bennett still active
members of the stock stealing
squad or have they been trans-
ferred to other duties?

Mr
(1)
(2)

O'CONNOR replied:
No.
Detective-Sergeant Lippe Is now
Officer in Charge at the Wan-
neroo Sub-branch of the Criminal
Investigation Branch, a position
of greater responsibility In keep-
ing with his rank.
Detective Bennett was not
attached to the stock squad.

17. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Wool-taps Plant

Mr H. fl. EVANS. to the Mlinister for
Industrial Development:
(1) Is/are any firm/s proceeding with

plans to establish a wool-tops
plant in Western Australia, and if
so, what flrm/s?

(2) If "Yes" in what centre will the
plant be established?

(3) In what ways and to what extent
will the State Government be pre-
pared to assist in the establish-
ment of any such plant?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Apart from a number of inquiries

during the past years there are
two organisations currently in-
vestigating the feasibility of a
wool tops plant in Western Aus-tralia. They have requested con-
fidentiality to be observed.

(2) Various country centres are the
subject of' investigation for estab-
itshment. The Government i
urging development in a decen-
tralised location.

(3) When proposals are more definite
the full extent of assistance to be
provided will be discussed. Whilst
the existing range of decentral-
isation incentives is immediately

available consideration will
given to special assistance
facilitate establishment in
country area.

18. MIDLAND JUNCTION C
ABATTOIR

Slaughtering Charges
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What were the slaughter charges

and fees being charged per head
by Midland abattoir for cattle.
sheep and lambs as at 1st June.
1974?

(2) What are the slaughter charges
and fees being charged by Mid-
land abattoir for cattle, sheep and
lambs as at this point In time?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Slaughter charges at the 1st June,

1974, are as set out in the Gov-
ernment Gazette of the 3rd Aug-
ust, 1973, for stock Intended for
export; and as set out in the
Government Gazette of the 3rd
May, 1974, for stock intended for
domestic consumption. (See
tabled papers.)

(2) An extract of the Government
Gazette of the 10th September,
1970, which sets out slaughter
Charges at this time is also
tabled.
Note: The slaughtering charge Is a
composite one, consisting of a
slaughtering fee, Public Health
Department meat Inspection fee,
and Department of Primary In-
dustry livestock levy.

The documents were tabled (see paper
No. 396).

19. FRUIT
Tree-pull Scheme

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What is the area of apples which

has been removed In Western Aus-
trala under the tree-pull scheme
in each of the past three years?

(2) What has been the area of new
apple orchards planted in Western
Australia in each of the Past three
years?

(3) What will be the total amount of
funds available for the tree-pull
scheme In the 1976-77 Year?

(4) (a) How many applications for
tree-Pull were received in each
of the following years:
(1) 1974:

(it) 1975;
(ill) up to the present time

in 1976:



(ASSEMBLY3

(b) of these, how many were
* (i) approved:

S (Ii) rejected? apoe
what was the average amount per
hectare received by growers for
trees removed?

Mr OLD replied:
* (1) Area removed (hectares)

1974-76.8
1975-41.5
1976 (to date) -10.4

(2) This statistical information is not
* available.

1 (3) This information was provided in
I my answer to question 8 of the
I 7th September.

11974 1975 1976
(4) (a) Applications (to date)

received 22 17 2
* (b) Approved 13 6 2

Declined 6 11 -
Pending 3 - -

(5) S/ha 536.33 591.32 509.62
Note: Statistical information sup-
plied by the Rural Reconstruction
Authority.

20. FRUIT
Tree-pull Scheme

Mr H4. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is the report contained in The
* West Australian newspaper of

11th September, 1978, stating that
the Apple and Pear Stabilization
Scheme will continue to cover the
1977 export crop, factual?

(2) If "Yes" -
(a) what Is the total amount to be

paid by the Federal Govern-
ment for tree-pull purposes;

(b) on what quantity of apples
will the support be paid;

(c) what amount of the total tree
pull funds will Western Aus-
tralia receive;

(d) how many bushels of Western
Australian export apples will

F be covered under the scheme;
( e) how much per bushel will be

paid by the scheme for fruit
exported by Western AuG..

* tralian growers?
(3) Does the Western Australian Gov-

ernnment propose to offer price
support additional to the Federal

* funds on apples exported to the
United Kingdom and European

* markets In the 1977 season, and
* if so. how much per bushel and

on what quantity of fruit?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) and (c) Stabilisation does not
apply to tree pull. The details
sought were however Pro-
vided In my answer to ques-
tion 8 of the 7th September.

(b) Commonwealth stabilisation
will apply to a maximum of
2 million bushels of apples.
The Commonwealth has
offered to provide supple-
mentary assistance with the
States on a dollar for dollar
basis on an additional 500 000
bushels, This support is to
be up to a combined maxi-
mum of $2 per bushel.

(d) This Is still to be determined.
(e) The offer is for a maximum

of $2 per bushel.
(3) The Government accepts the

Commonwealth Goverrnent's
offer to negotiate for an addi-
tional quantity as indicated In
(2) (b).

21. APPLE PRODUCTS
Imports

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What quantity of canned apples

has been imported into Australia
in the past three years from-
(a) New Zealand;
(b) other countries?

(2) Is there a tariff or quota on
canned apples which are imported
into Australia, and if so, at what
level is It fixedP

(3) Has the Western Australian Gov-
ernment made any approach to
the Federal Government to have
importations of canned apples
reduced or subjected to a tariff?

(4) (a) if "Yes" to (3), with what
result;

(b) if "No" to (3), does he pro-
pose to do so?

(5) Is the importation of canned pie-
pack apple into Australia from
New Zealand permitted under the
Australian-New Zealand Trade
Agreements, and If so, In what
quantity?

Mar OLD replied:
(1) No precise statistical information

is published but the amount is
thought to have been negligible
until this year.

(2) Yes. In packs which do not ex-
ceed 1.14 litres.

United Kingdom
Other Countries
New Zealand

.059 per litre
A111 per litre
f ree
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* in packs exceeding 1.14 l1tres

United Kingdom .037 per litre
*Other countries .070 per ltre

New Zealand free
(3) and (4) Yes. New Zealand's sales

of pie pack apples in Australia
will be discussed at a meeting of
the Australia/New Zealand Free
Trade Association next week.

(5) Yes. On an unlimited quantity
basis.
Note: Tariff information supplied
by the Australian Bureau of Cus-
toms.

22. COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS
Midland Premises

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Attorney-General:
(1) Is it a fact that the Premises of

the court of petty sessions, Mid-
land, are long overdue for main-
tenance?

(2) is It not a fact that the said court
Is an extremely busy one?

(3) Is it not a fact that the premises
of other courts handling far fewer
cases and hearing far fewer wit-
nesses are being given priority
for maintenance over the Midland
court premises?

(4) If "Yes" to (3). why?
<5) If "No" to (3), what courts are or

will in the imrmediate future be
given maintenance and/or other
attention?

(6) What is the estimated amount of
fines imposed annually by the
Midland court of Petty sessions?

(7) Is it a fact that Premises of the
Midland court of petty session
are-
(a) in dire need of air condition-

* ~Ing to cope with the possibly
tremendous heat often expe-

* rienced in that court during
summertime;

(b) long overdue for renovation to
cope with the considerable and
consistent traffic and other
noises which often make
it very difficult for the presid-
ing magistrate, justices and
counsel to hear reasonably
clearly the evidence of wit-
nesses?

(8) is It not a fact that a prime
ingredient for the adequate and
fair dispensation of Justice is that
accused persons and their wit-
nesses as well as other litigants
and their witnesses should be
heard in reasonably acceptable
surroundings and conditions, in
particular as to the ability of all
concerned to clearly hear all of
the words spoken by witnesses

when testifying on oath in the
witness box and of other parti-
cipants in a trial?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) No. Maintenance was due in

1975-76.
A programme for improvement of
court facilities and general main-
tenance at Midland is now being
finalised.

(2) The court handles a lot of busi-
ness.

(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) In view of the answer to (1) this

question is no lunger relevant.
(6) Estimates are not prepared for

individuai courts-$225 000 was
received by Midland Court in 1975.

(7) (a) No, but air conditioning
would improve working con-
ditions, and an installation is
now in the design stage, and
work is expected to proceed
shortly,

(b) Yes, the increasing traffi
problem is recognised and
acoustic treatment will be
included In other work now
pending.

(8) Yes.

23. BUILDING BLOCKS
Lance~in

Mr BERTRAM. to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Further to his answer to question

11 (3) of 11th August, 1975, what
are the lot numbers of each of the
16 lots referred to?

(2) Further to his reply to questions
11 (5) of 11th August, 1976 and
5 on 19th August, 1976, Is It not
a fect that at the time 'when lots
245 and 246 were forfeited sub-
stantial improvements, i.e., to the
value of $45 000 (present day value
say $55 000) or thereabouts had
been constructed thereon?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Lots 240 to 244 inclusive, 295 to

300 inclusive, 318, 321, 322. 248.
249.

(2) Lot 245, which Is much more
extensively developed than lot 245,
has not been forfeited. The im-
provements on these lots have not
been valued but the Shire of
Gingin has advised in respect of
both that inprovements do not
conform to building by-laws as
required by the land release in
1967.
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24. NATIONAL PARKS 25. EYRE HIGHWAY
Appointment of Rangers

Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for Con-
servation and the Environment:
(1) Would he advise the number and

locality of appointment of na-
tional park rangers?

(2) Is it intended to make further
appointment of rangers during the
current financial year, and if so,
would he indicate the number and
area concerned?

(3) What are the qualifications sought
* by his department when appoint-

ing rangers and would considera-
tion be given to employing local
persons who would have an inti-

* mate knowledge of a localised
area?

Mr
(1)

P. V. JONES replied:
Yanchep .....
John Forrest
Matilda Bay.....
Walpole-Nornalup ..
Fitzgerald River ..
Kalbarri..... ......
Nambung..... .......
Stirling Range ...
East Perth Cemetery
Cape Range
Cape Le Grand ..
Hainersley.....
Yalgorup..... ......
Torndirrup .. .
Walyunga
Mobile Rangers ..

8
3
3
2
2
2
2

1

(2) It is anticipated that additional
rangers will be appointed to
Porongortlp, Serpentine, Leeuwin
and Yallingup National Parks.
The authority is also accepting
responsibility for Millstreamn, fol-
lowing the recent decision by the
Government that this area will
come under the control of the
National Parks Authority. Final
decisions regarding number and
allocation of additional rangers
will be made in the light of the
Budget.

(3) A knowledge of outdoor crafts.
including fire control, noxious
weed control, use of heavy
machinery, tractors etc.. machin-
ery and vehicle maintenance,
some ability towards building
trades e.g. carpentry, concrete
work etc., bush craft and public

* relations. Initial appointments
* are made to Yanchep, as a train-

ing ground. Subsequent appoint-
ments to other Parks, which are
promotions, are made through theranks of existing staff.

Seating, and Traffic Movement
Mr BLAIKIE, to the Premier:
(1) Would he advise the date and

locality of the ceremony to com-
memorate the sealing of the Eyre
Highway?

(2) Can he advise the official repre-
sentatives from the Western Aus-
tralian, South Australian and
Commonwealth Governments who
will be attending the ceremony?

(3) (a) Has any vehicle count been
made on the vehicle movement
to Western Australia during
previous two Years; and

(b) would he give details?
(4) (a) Has any estimate been made

on increased vehicle move-
ment to Western Australia
following sealing of Eyre
Highway; and

(b) would he indicate same?
(5) (a) Have the Western Australian

Department of Tourism and
other appropriate Govern-
ment bodies been involved in
promoting road travel to
Western Australia: and

(b) If so, would he give detail
including any additional pro-
motional activity and finance
associated with the sealing of
the Eyre Highway?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) The 29th September, 1976, at

Wigunda, South Australia.
Earlier in the day an informal
ceremony will be held at the
border near Eucla.

(2) The Minister for Transport, South
Australia,-which State Is res-
ponsible for the arrangements in
respect of the official opening of
the South Australian section of
the road-has invited the follow-
ing representatives from Western
Australia-

Minister for Transport
Commissioner of Main Roads
Commissioner of Police
Director of Tourism
Principal Engineer, Main Roads

Department
Divisional Engineer, Main

Roads Department.
It is not known who else from
Western Australia was invited, or
who will be attending from the
South Australian and Common-
wealth Governments, as this is a
matter for the South Australian
Government.

(3) (a) Yes.
(b) The pernanent traffic

counter located east of Balla-
donia indicated an average
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annual daily traffic of 235
vehicles during 1973-74 and
252 vehicles during 1974-75.
A count near Norseman in
February, 1976, gave 286
vehicles per day.

(4) (a) and (b) The present increase
is 9 per cent per annum.
While increased usage can be
expected following the com-
pletion of the sealed surface,
it Is not possible to estimate
with any reasonable degree
of accuracy what this will be.

(5) (a) Yes.
(b) (I) Extensive press advertis-

ing campaign in major
Sydney, Melbourne, and
Adelaide newspapers.

(i1) Colour advertisements in
Readers Digest national
magazines June, 1976,
and October, 1970, issues.

(III) Production of a new com-
prehensive Eyre Highway
Tourist Map and Guide,
which is tabled.

Qiv) Window displays in the
Western Australian Gov-
ernment Travel Centres
in Sydney, Melbourne
and Adelaide.

(v) Joint promotion in asso-
ciation with TVW 7 and
a commercial firm to be
conducted at Eucla and

Wigunda on Wednesday
29/9/76 utilising the
department's promotional
caravan.

The brochure was tabled (see paper
No. 397).

26. TOWN PLANNING
APPEALS TRIBUNAL

Appointment of Chairman
mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
(1) Has he advertised the position of

chairman of the Town Planning
Appeals Tribunal?

(2) If "Yes", how many applications
were received from within the fol-
lowing categories-
(a) Western Australian State

Government service:
(b) other Governments' services;
(c) professional officers with local

authorities:
(d) persons with experience as

elected members of local auth-
orities;

(e) other?
(3) when does he expect to be in a

position to make the above ap-
pointment?

(4) Will any statutory or advisory
bodies be consulted prior to his
making his selection?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) No. The necessary legislation to

establish the Town Planning Ap-
peals Tribunal has not yet been
introduced. However, the Posi-
tion of Chairman, Town Planning
Appeal Committee has been ad-
vertised.

(2) With respect to the position ad-
vertised, appications have been
received as follows:-
(a) 2.
(b) Nil.
(c) 4.
(d) 2.
(e) 5.

(3) I am anxious
appointment as
able.

(4) Yes.

to finalise the
soon as practic-

27. TECHNICAL SCHOOLS
Kwinana and Cartfle: Plans

Mr TAYLOR, to the minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

Have plans been prepared f or-
(a) Kwlnana Technical Training

School;
(b) Carine Technical Training

School?
If "Yes" approximately when were
these plans prepared?
What types of facilities are plan-
ned for Inclusion in each centre?
How many students are planned to
be catered for at each centre-
(a) In their first year;
(b) after approximately five

years?

GRAYDEN replied:
No.
Not applicable.
Both technical schools will be
planned as general purpose insti-
tutions.

(4) Not Yet determined.

LIQUOR
Alcoholic Content

Mr McPHARLIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Does lowering the alcohol content

of beer and/or spirituous liquors
have a detrimental effect on
quality?

(2) Which countries throughout the
world have taken action in this
regard?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Mr
(1)
(2)
(3)

28.
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(2) To the best of my knowledge as
far as beer is concerned, Sweden
and Denmark, South Australia
and Victoria have put out a lower
strength beer which is reported
to have little appeal to consumers.

29. FREMANTLE-PINJARRA ROAD
Contstrutiion

Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) With reference to an announce-

cement made in The West Aus-
tralian of 7th September, 1976,
detailing $1.7 million expenditure
on a road between Fremantle and
Pinjarra Road, would he advise-
(a) the exact route which this

road will follow;
(b) what Portion of this road will

be completed during the 1976-
1977 financial year;,

(c) what sections of this road will
be constructed as dual car-
riageway?

(2) Is he aware of the severe traffic
congestion which is caused both
in the Mandurah town centre and
south of that town by vehicles
moving both north and south of
the town using both the Old Coast
Road and Fremantle Road at peak
Periods?

(3) What stage has planning reached
to provide a by-pass road and a
second bridge south of that al-
ready existing across the estuary
to obviate this situation?

(4) Will he agree to expedite such
planning?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(2) (a) The route Is inclusive of Stock

Road between Leach Highway
and Fanstonie Avenue, Rock-
ingham Road fromn Fanstone
Avenue to Mandurah Road,
and south of Rockingham
Road. Mandurah Road which
becomes Fremnantle Road
north of Mandurah.

(b) and (c) A second carriageway
will be constructed south-
ward from Fanstone Avenue
to Cockburn Road. The exist-
ing dual carriageway in Fre-
mantle Road will be extended
southwards to the completed
section of the dual carriage-
way north of Mandurab.

(2) Yes.
(3) The route for a bypass road as

suggested by the Main Roads De-
partment has been incorporated
in the Mandurah Shire Council's
town planning scheme. No de-
tailed investigation or design has
been undertaken. The problem
was discussed with representatives

30.

of the shire council by the Com-
missioner of Main Roads in Pin-
jarra last week.

(4) Yes.

SANDALWOOD
Exports

Mr COYNE, to the Minister for
Forests:
(1) What tonneage of sandalwood has

been exported from Western Aus-
tralia in each of the last ten
years?

(2) How much of this export sandal-
wood has been obtained from
pastoral leases in each of the last
ten years?

(3) Would he please supply a list of
the stations on which sandalwood
has been pulled and the tonneages
relevant to each station lease for
each of the last ten years?

(4) What was the total royalty paid
to the State Government Depart-
ment or Treasury from the activi-
ties of sandalwood operators in
each of the last ten years?

(5) How many. hectares of sandal-
wood are estimated to be present
On-
(a) Crown lands; and
(b) gazetted State forest?

(6) What companies presently oper-
ate in the pulling and export of
sandalwood?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Tonneage exported in each of

last 10 years:
1960-67, 657.38 tonnes;
1967-68, 028.93 tonnes;
1968-09, 823.85 tonnes;
1969-70, 872.70 tonnes;
1970-71, 855.25 tonnes;
1971-72. 958.80 tonnes;
1972-73. 1 451.72 tonnes;
1973-74, 1 350.00 tonnes;
1974-75. 1 051.00 tonnes;
1975-76, 1 206.00 tonnes.

(2) and (3) Information is not readily
available in the form of the ques-
tions. An answer will be forwarded
to the member in writing as soon
as possible.

(4) Royalty paid to the State Govern-
ment:

1966-67,
1967-68,
1968-69,
19 69-70,
1970-71,
1971-72,
1972-73,
1973-74,
1974-75,
1975-76,

$12 386;
$14 359;
$11 224;
$11 288;
$19 249;
$19 669;
$20 642;
$26 636;
$18 444;
$22 948.
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(5) (a) In 1974 it was estimated that
sandalwood of merchantable
quality occurred over 7 mil-
lion hectares in the area
south of latitude 25* south.
No estimate of the occurrance
is available for the area north
of latitude 25' south.

(b) Nil.
(6) The Australian Sandalwood Co.

holds the only licence on issue for
the pulling of sandalwood and
issues orders to a number of
pullers, none of whom are regis-
tered companies.
The Australian Sandalwood Co. is
the only company exporting san-
dalwood from W.A.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

HOUSING
Rents: Increase

Mr BAR.NET. to the Minister for
Housing:

Has the Minister any plans to
increase the rents paid by some
State Housing Commission ten-
ants?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
I am not certain what is meant
by "some" State Housing Com-
mission tenants. The only pro-
posal regarding rentals upon
which any decision has been made
at all at the moment is the one
announced more than a year ago.
At the time that rentals were in-
creased to apply from the 1st
October. 1975, it was announced
that in future the Government
would give consideration to hav-
ing increases in rental scales
move in sympathy with a visible
economic index on an annual
basis, and to take effect-if they
were in fact to increase-from
October of each year.

MOTOR VEHICLES

Faulty Servicing: Grievance
MRS CRAIG (Wellington) r4.53 p.mi.]:

In the grievance debate today I wish to
place before the House a vexed question
which I believe has an effect on a great
many of the motoring public of Western
Australia. I refer to the problem of car
servicing. In detailing this problem I
intend to call on an experience I have had,
because I can testify that what I am about
to relate actually happened and is the
absolute truth.

I purchased a motorcar in November
of last year. I suppose one would call it
a medium priced car, with a six-cylinder
motor. I do a lot of travelling and It is
necessary for me to have a car of that sort.
For the first 12 000 kilometres the car
gave fairly satisfactory service. After I

submitted it to the garage for the 12 000
kilometres service. I was driving back to
the country when it started to behave in
a most peculiar manner.

Mr Bertram: Did you buy it from
Sibson Motors?

Mrs CRAIG: It was not long before the
-ar stopped altogether, and at that stage
I had no indication whatsoever from the
temperature gauge that the engine was,
In fact, overheating. However, on lilting
the bonnet I1 was able to discover that a
pipe had not been replaced by the people
who serviced the vehicle. This was the
rubber hose that goes from the radiator
to the motor in order that water may
circulate in the cooling system.

I suppose it would be Pertinent for me
to say now that I represent the average
motoring public. I have no special mecha-
nical knowledge at all, apart from the
fact that I am able to test the level of
water in the radiator, the oil level, and
the level of the battery; and when I lift
the bonnet I am capable of seeing some-
thing such as a spark plug that has not
been replaced.

To get back to my unfortunate experi-
ence. the motor of my car had seized and
I had to leave it for two hours before
I could get some boiling water to put in
the radiator to see whether I could start
it again without causing any damage.

I managed to get home, and get the
car back to the garage which had serviced
it incorrectly. I asked the people there
to have a look at the motor to see whether
any damage had been done. I must say
they were most obliging, and they did have
a took at the car. They kept it for a
day and then assured me it was Perfectly
all right.

I drove the car for a further 1 000 kilo-
metres, and it used seven pints of oil; so
it was abundantly clear to me that every-
thing was not all right.

Mr T. J. Burke: You should have
changed to natural gas.

Mrs CRAIG: Rather annoyed, to say the
least, I returned to the garage and said,
"I think you will find there is something
very wrong with this motorcar. I believe
it is your fault, Will you please look at
it again and rectify whatever Is wrong?"

I must say I was met with courtesy and
consideration, and the garage people did
say that perhaps it was their fault and
that they would look at it. Having looked
at it for a day, they telephoned mec and
suggested a trade-in price. I was not
pleased, and I said I was not interested
in trading in the car, and that I really
wanted to have my car fixed. They kept
it for another three days, and then
assured me it was indeed fixed and that
I would experience no more trouble at all
with it.

So I took the car home once again. On
the way I discovered that the steering was
behaving in a very strange manner. I
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managed to get home, and I asked my son
to drive the car and to ascertain what
was wrong. He took it for a drive, which
ended up at the local garage, and came
home and told mec that two bolts were
missing from the front cross member and
that I could have had a very serious acci-
dent. Members opposite may not think it
would be so terrible if I had an accident.
but the point is that I could have killed
someone else at the same time.

I returned the car to the garage once
again and requested specifically that a
senior mechanic be allowed to fix it on
that occasion. I was assured this would
be done, and the car was kept for a
further three days. Alter that I again
took the car home, and had it checked
by an independent mechanic. That inde-
pendent mechanic was able to detail nine
things wrong with the vehicle.

I returned again to the garage to have
those items fixed. Since then the car has
been running very well until today, when
I spent two hours next to West Coast
Highway this afternoon. Clearly it has
broken down again!

I bring this matter before the House
because there is a need to see what is
wrong. I believe that apprenticeships pro-
vide the best type of training available for
boys-or girls. Such training ensures they
receive good, practical instruction in, say,
mechanics. They also attend technical
school where they are taught theory, and
they can return and implement the know-
ledge they have gained in respect of motor
vehicles.

Why are there not many apprentices?
Is it that they require too much super-
vision? Is It that the people who operate
garages today find they cannot afford this
supervision of apprentices? Is this the
reason that we find not many apprentices
being employed? That is one query I
raise for the Minister to answer.

If we allow unqualified people to work
on motor vehicles which are out on the
road day after day, how much effect is
this having on the road toll in Western
Australia? How many other people find
that something very serious has been
neglected when their car has been regu-
larly serviced?

I believe this is a problem of which we
should be aware and which we should
attempt to overcome. Whether it will be
overcome by ensuring that there Is con-
trol of qualifications for people who ser-
vice cars, I do not know; but I would be
interested to hear the Minister's com-
ments about this problem which has con-
fronted me and, I am sure, confronts
many other people.

XR, GRAYhEN (South Perth-Minister
for Consumer Affairs) [5.00 pm.: I can
understand the concern of the member
for Wellington, and I think the experience
she has had with regard to the servicing

of motorcars has been shared by a great
many People in this State. By June the
Bureau of consumer Affairs had received
approximately 418 complaints of this
nature this year, and last year It received
approximately 403. The bureau took
action in respect of each complaint. But
People who have this sort of experience
can also take action through the Small
Claims Tribunal. Last year 24 people did
so. Of that 24 1 think only about eight
cases were found to be totally correct. In
some of them there were faults on both
sides and in others the garages were
totally absolved from any responsibility.
Anyone who finds himself or herself in
this Position can take the matter to the
Bureau of Consumer Affairs or to the
Small Claims Tribunal.

It would seem from the sort or experi-
ence which the member for Wellington
has had that much of her trouble has
stemmed from straightout negligence on
the part of whoever worked on the vehicle.
When we have a situation concerning
negligence we come back to poor adminis-
tration on the part of the proprietor. Cer-
tainly the matter the member has men-
tioned does not indicate any Incompetence
on the Part of tradesmen.

Being a motor mechanic Is a highly
skilled job. It is not merely a question of
learning the rudiments of the internal
combustion engine, a clutch or a gearbox.
One must take into consideration that
there is a huge number of different vehicles
in this world, and they all differ mechani-
cally. Even with a well-known make,
such as a Ford, every model that comes
out is different mechanically. Therefore,
it is absolutely impossible for any trades-
man to be regarded as an authority on
any particular car unless he has special-
ised in it.

My advice to anyone who finds himself
or herself in the position of the member
for Wellington is to take the car to an
agency which specialises in that make.
Such agencies have the tools which are
necessary to work on the car. Every car
and every model requires different tools
for a simple Job such as pulling off a rear
wheel. In most instances one needs a
wheel puller, and they are all different.
So no local garage can be expected to
have tradesmen who are competent to
handle every vehicle that comes In.

I mentioned that just to indicate that
all a tradesman can do is to know the
fundamentals of, say, the internal com-
bustion engine and automotive engineer-
ing.

Mr Bertram: Should he disclose his
limited knowledge to the customer?

Mr GRAYDEN: He certainly should not
do that because no tradesman in this
world could possibly have that overall
knowledge; that is the point I am trying
to explain. One would think the mem-
bers of the Opposition would realise this.
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They are talking in terms of tradesmen
and apprentices but they seem to be Quite
oblivious to the facts that surround par-
ticular trades. I am referring to auto-
motive engineering, and it is absolutely
impossible to find an individual in any
garage in Western Australia who would
be an authority on a Particular make of
motorcar unless he specialised in that
make. So there must be all sorts of trouble
from time to time.

Mr Skidm ore: Could I suggest to You
that the person doing the repairs to the
said car was not a certified mechanic?

Mr GRAYDEN: Why does the member
say that?

Mr Skidmore: Could it have been so?

Mr GRAYDEN: For a start, an appren-
tice is not a certified mechanic. I have
mentioned these matters to indicate that
there are all sorts of problems. If any-
one has similar problems he or she should
take the matter to the Bureau of Con-
sumer Affairs or the Small Claims Tfl-
bunal, if no satisfactory settlement can
be obtained from the firm involved.

AIR TRANSPORT
Trans-West Air Charter Pty. Ltd.:

Grievance
MR MOILER (Mundaring) (5.07 p.m.]:

The spirit of the Air Navigation Act and
the regulations made thereunder indicate
that companies operating in the field of
air navigation in Australia should have a
large content of Australian ownership.
Yet in an answer to a question I asked
the Minister for Transport last week, in
which I queried the composition of the
ownership of an air charter company mn
Western Australia, the Minister advised
me that he understood the company con-
cerned to be wholly foreign-owned. This
is so, and the Australian Government
appears to be doing almost nothing about
it. I even believe it has given the oper-
ators a three-year stay, but even after
the tree-year period the position will
merely be reviewed.

It is bad enough having wholly-owned
foreign companies, but when they carry
out the practices which this company is
carrying out, it is shocking that this Gov-
ernent will do nothing about it. The
company to which I am referring is Trans-
West Air Charter fly. LWd. This company
is tendering for contracts at cost and
below obviously with the sole intention of
eliminating its Western Australian com-
petitors. The Western Australian Govern-
ment is doing nothing about the matter.

The Western Australian companies are
suffering. Some of the smaller charter
services have gone to the wall. I am not
saying that that is due entirely to the
activities of this foreign company but it
has contributed to their demise. Even
the biggest Western Australian-owned

charter service is suffering from the
attacks of this foreign-owned company. It
is not attacking by fair competition: it is
attacking with the huge financial resources
of the Parent company. Trans-West has
set about at least to decrease the activit-
ies of its opponents and competitors, all
of whom, I would say, are Western Aus-
tralian-owned.

We knight say that the fact that Trans-
West is providing services below cost has
some financial benefit In the short term
to People who hire the services. But what
of the long term? Obviously this foreign
company is in the big time; it is by no
means small. It is in the air navigation
game to make a profit and it does not
operate below cost unless it has some pur-
Pose. The obvious purpose is to reduce
its competition.

There having been a slight recession
during the last 12 months or so. now is
an Opportune time for this company to
eliminate as many of its competitors as
It can because of the impending obvious
and natural increases about to occur in
mineral development. The State Govern-
ment is doing nothing about this. It
could and should direct that no Govern-
ment departments utilise the services of
this company. The Western Australian
companies, which have been quite capable
of Providing services in the past, have
grown with the industry and have pro-
vided excellent services in the develop-
ment of Western Australia. Government
departments should channel work to them
rather than to this foreign company.

The Government could refuse to license
this company, although I think it highly
unlikely that It would do so. I will admit
that the Government portion of Trans-
West's work would not be the major por-
tion. It does a considerable amount of
charter work for the mining companies
and during the 1974-75 financial year it
received a subsidy of $22 400 for its devel-
opmental services. So the Australian tax-
payer is paying the company whilst It is
trying to eliminate our own Western Aus-
tralian companies in the transport indus-
try.

MY Purpose tonight Is to call upon the
Government to get off Its tail and to pro-
vide some protection and genuine assist-
ance to the Western Australian companies
concerned.

The SPEAKER: The member has three
minutes.

Mr MOLER: Thank you. Mr Speaker.
Mr O'Connor: Which companies are you

referring to specifically?

Mr MOILER: In an answer to another
Question I received the names of 23
charter companies In Western Australia.
I believe some of these have already gone
out of existence, although this informa-
tion was relayed to me only last week. I
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suggest that the Minister consider the
companies named in the list that he pro-
vided to me.

We regularly read articles such as the
one I have with me which is headed, "Put
your money where your heart is". They
are full-page advertisements placed in the
daily Press by the Western Australian
Government. But what is Whe Government
doing to assist Western Australian com-
panies and people who have developed
within Western Australia? It is doing
absolutely nothing.

We know that the Premier has a great
affinity for big foreign companies and here
again a foreign company has moved into
Australia and into this field. The Min-
ister stated that he "believed" that the
company is foreign-owned. I am not sure
whether he took enough interest to con-
firm whether it was a foreign company or
not. What is this Government doing to
assist the local industry which is being
attacked so viciously by the company mn
question?

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Transport) (5.15 p.m.]: Whilst we sup-
port local industry as far as possible, we
do not show the bias that has been shown
by the Labor Party in many instances.
The reason for a lot of the unemployment
in this country was that certain restric-
tions were placed on capital coming into
Australia from overseas.

Mr H, D. Evans: This is a State respon-
sibility.

Mr O'CONNOR: That is one of the rea-
sons there is so much unemployment In
this country. As far as I can recollect the
company in question is a totally overseas-
owned company. We would prefer some
local content in it.

if members care to check on this matter
they will find that this company started
operating and purchased some companics
which were going out of business: those
companies would have failed had they not
been taken over. The action of the com-
pany in question has assisted to maintain
the work force involved in the operations
of the companies taken over.

On top of that, the company mentioned
by the member for Mundaring is servicing
areas of the State where Where are no
other means of providing a service; in
other words, if the company had not done
that there would be areas of the State
without a service.

Quite frankly the Government
many air charters. I myself have
Civil Flying Services, Reeds Aviation
vice in the north-west, and others.
not think we can prevent a Person
company from purchasing or taking
another company, and continuing
operations of the latter.

uses
used
Ser-
I do
or a
over
the

As far as I can recollect, the member
for Mundaring has not made any com-
Plaint to me about this matter. This is
the first time he has brought up the issue.
except for a question he asked In the
House last week. I am happy to look
into the operations of the company in
question to see that they fit in with the
requirements of the State. Neither the
honourable member who has put forward
this grievance, nor any other on the oppo-
site side of the House, has made a com-
plaint to me. If they were so concerned
I would have thought they would have
made a complaint.

TAB AGENCIES AND SP BETTING
Remote Centres: Grievance

MR COYNiE (Murchison-Eyre) [5.18
p.m.]: I wish to raise a small matter In
this grievance debate. It relates to the
lack of TAB facilities in some of the small
communities that I represent. Members
might recall that the magistrate at Kal-
goorlie recently imposed a penalty on an
illegal betting operator at Leonora; and
the fine was $1 000. At the time the
magistrate was very loath to impose any
penalty because he considered that this
operator, Mr Biggs, was performing a
public service; and I agree with him whole-
heartedly.

In a small town like Leonora which
has seen better days it can be said that
there is not enough business to justify the
establishment of a TAB facility. It is
much the same in every small community.

I think that at the present time a TAB
agency has been established at Meeka-
tharra. In Mt. Magnet, due to the closure
of Hill 50 Gold Mine the agency has
ceased to function. I am not concerned
about TAB facilities in small towns at this
point of time, because I realise the diffi-
culty of setting up and manning these
facilities.

However, in this respect a situation that
has developed at Mt. Windarra needs to
be aired, because at the Windarra mining
camp there are between 400 and 450 single
men.

Mr Bertram: Have you taken this matter
up with the Minister?

Mr COYNE: I have had some corres-
pondence with him. We can visualise the
number of men who congregate in the
quadrangle on Saturday afternoons. They
have few amenities or pastimes, and so
they engage in the great Australian pas-
time of having a few bets. I have been
aware of this for the Past 18 months to
two years, and the operation has been
going on quite smoothly. At times the
operator has had to make hefty payouts,
and on one occasion he paid out $14 000
on one Saturday afternoon. He has
honoured all the bets he has taken, and
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the company is happy with the service he
provides because it satisfies a need in the
camp.

Recently the gaming squad from Perth
travelled to Mt. Windarra and appre-
hended this operator. Subsequently he
was fined $1 000. I do not know whether
members appreciate what takes place in
the remote towns, and the starting price
betting that has heen and is still going
on there. I cannot help thinking that
there are many other raining camps in the
State where the same situation exists. I
cannot understand why the gaming squad
from Perth bypassed Kalgoorie, which has
an illegal two-up game, and travelled 60
miles beyond to Windarra to apprehend
this operator.

Mr Bertram: Is this another attack on
the Police Force?

Mr COYNE: I am trying to bring out
the realities of the situation. The men
who congregate at Windarra on Saturday
afternoons stand around a radio. The
operator writes down the bets, and most
of the bets are taken as the horses jump.
He accepts bets right up to the death
knock. After the race is run he pays out
on the winning bets. By that means the
people are able to reinvest in the subse-
quent races the money they collect. So,
the money keeps turning over.

There is no TAB facility at all at Layer-
ton. I do not know the reason for that.
However, I do not think that a TAB agency
there would solve the problem completely,
because under the TAB the punters are
required to lodge their bets 20 minutes
before the scheduled starting time of the
race. There is one public telephone at
Windarra, so one can imagine what an
exhausting exercise a bettor has to undergo
in order to lodge a bet over the telephone;
that is, provided he has an account at
some other centre.

An anomaly exists in those remote
centres, and the people there cannot enjoy
what is generally regarded as the normal
pastime of men who are off duty. This is
a situation which should be improved or
rationalised. I do not think the question
of economics comes into the matter; that
is not a valid argument for the simple
reason that the TAB has established
enormous facilities throughout the State,
and its turnover is tremendous. In a
situation like the one I have mentioned
the TAB should provide an operator. If
it is not prepared to do that it should at
least allow the illegal operator to con-
tinue, without penalising him.

There are many mining camps in the
north. I am sure the starting price oper-
ators in those camps have not been vic-
timised in the same way as the operator
at Windarra has been. One of the factors
that wrnl stifle the establishment of SP
facilities at Leonora and Laverton is that
it is difficult to get an operator who Is

able to satisfy all the clients and pays out
on all winning beta. So, when a person is
operating satisfactorily in this respect he
should be protected.

When an operator has been apprehended
for the first time he can be fined. If he
is apprehended a second time he is liable
to be gaoled. So, that puts an operator
who has been apprehended once right out
of the picture. Not too many operators are
prepared to take the risk of being con-
victed for a second offence.

I do not know the answer to this prob-
lem. We cannot ask the Minister to close
his eyes to this situation, but there should
be some way to legalise the operators who
are providing a service in remote towns,
until the TAB is able to establish agencies.

I cannot understand why the TAB is
neglecting the mining camp at Windarra,
because each Saturday afternoon thous-
ands of dollars are turned over in betting.
The TAB could set up a facility there and
cater for the clients even if it adheres to
the deadline of accepting bets 20 minutes
before the race is run. The people would
soon get used to that practice and lodge
their bets in plenty of time. It Is time
the Minister gave this matter some con-
sideration, to try to arrive at a satisfac-
tory solution.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Police) (5.26 p.m.]: The member for
Murchison-Eyre did take up this matter
with me on a couple of occasions. I have
spoken to the Chairman of the TAB re-
garding the problems that exist in the
areas mentioned. No doubt the honour-
able member Is aware that starting price
betting is Illegal: therefore as the law
stands we cannot condone it.

Mr Davies: Does that apply to every-
thing, and you do not condone anything
that is illegal?

Mr O'CONNOR: I think that is fair
enough.

Mr Davies: I just wanted to make that
Point.

Mr O'CONNOR: There Is no way by
which I can say to the member for Murchi-
son-Eyre that I am able to do something
about this matter, and give permission
for the people he mentioned to operate;
I am sure the honourable member would
not expect me to give such permission.

In connection with the situation at
Leonora, one of the problems is that be-
cause of the operations of a person, like
Mr Biggs, the TAB3 was unable to estab-
lish a facility. This person has been operat-
ing there for a long period. Wben the
TAB started he was still getting a fair
amount of business, and the TAB was not
able to get a suitable person to operate
a facility in that town.

The TAB has assured me that where it
can establish facilities and obtain suitable
persons to conduct the operations it will
endeavour to do so. It is prepared to do
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that at Leonora, Windarra, and other
centres. We have had problems in re-
mote towns such as Wyndham, but the
position there has been rectified.

Through the operations of the TAB the
State derives something like $16 million
per year which is paid into the Conso-
lidated Revenue Fund. This benefits the
State as a whole. Uf we legalise the ope-
rator at Windarra, or some other town we
will finish up with operators in many parts
of the. State.

Mr Skidmore: Why could not the
operator at Windarra act as agent for
the TAB?

Mr O'CONNOR: If he Is a suitable per-
son he can be appointed as agent. In this
regard I have been in touch with the TAB,
and it has indicated that the operator at
Windarra would not be suitable.

Mr Mclver: What is wrong with the TAB
at York. and Beverley offering a service
for dog racing?

Mr O'CONNOR: If an agency operates
on Saturday nights for trotting it can
provide a, service for dog racing as well.
If an agency is open for business on dog
racing alone the return will be less than
the cost Involved; and that is the problem.
A TAB agency might be open for business
on dog racing and the turnover is only
$100 for the night. The profit from that
turnover could be $16, but the cost of
running the agency on that evening could
be $150. This is not a profitable exercise.

Mr Mclver: Surely that would not be the
turnover in a big centre?

Mr O'CONNOR: I am answering the
grievance put forward by the member for
Murchison-Eyre. The problem has been
discussed with the TAB. As far as illegal
betting is concerned there is no way in
which we can condone it. However, the
Chairman of the TAB has assured rue that
he will look at the areas involved, and if
it is possible to get the services of a suit-
able person to operate in an area, arrange-
ments will be made to appoint him.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Employment in Papua New Guinea:

Grievance
MR BARNETT (Rockinghamn) [5.30

p.m.]: I rise to bring to the attention of
members, and the Minister for Labour
and Industry in particular, a problem
which has recently been brought to my
notice and which I consider to be particu-
larly rave.

The rievances already presented today
have concerned quite serious matters but
I consider the one I am about to raise Is
even more serious, and I respectfully ask
members to pay attention to what I have
to say so that they will be very much
aware of this particular problem.

I was approached recently by one of my
constituents who informed me of the
trouble he was having in trying to obtain

full compensation Payments for an injury
he received while at work. Members may
say at the outset that they receive this
type of complaint every day, or every
week, and that it is fairly common. How-
ever, I can assure members that this is
not a common problem.

When I first was informed of the cir-
cumstances of this case I thought it was
reasonably simple, but on further check-
ing I uncovered some facts which led me
to believe that a rave injustice had been
done, and it Is the type of injustice which
could be being perpetrated on other resi-
dents of Western Australia and of other
parts of Australia also.

Those members who know a little about
the history of Australia will be aware that
in the 1890s there was some trouble with
Bully Hays and the employment of Kanaka
labour. I believe that situation has been
reversed, and this same iniquitous system
is now being perpetrated on us.

The constituent who has complained to
me applied for a job which was advertised
in the local papers last year. The position
was for a mechanical fitter in Papua
New Guinea, working for Bougainville
Copper. From my investigations I under-
stand that Bougainville Copper does not
have any agents in Australia, so employees
are engaged by Conzlnc Rio Tinto which
has a temporary office in Perth.

My constituent was duly engaged, on
the 5th August, 1975, and he signed a
contract which consisted of 10 typed fools-
cap pages. Because of the unemployment
situation which existed at the time, it is
quite understandable that the man was
quite elated at having found a Job. He
raced home to his wife and told her of the
good news, and that he would soon be on
his way to Papua New Guinea to com-
mence work. He told his wife that she
would not be able to accompany him, but
he said that once he was organised she
would be able to join him and everything
would be rosy.

He made the necessary arrangements,
and was soon on his way to Papua New
Guinea. He was happy with his job, and
he was very happy with his new employers
and his surroundings. Everything was
going smoothly. Then, on the 15th
November, 1975, came the crunch; he was
involved in an unfortunate accident at
work. Members will be aware of the prob-
lems associated with compensation for
back injuries which result from accidents
at places of employment. Some accidents,
in which people hurt their backs, are
Particularly suspect because In many
cases no-one is really able to say there is
something definitely wrong with a per-
son's back. However, that is not the case
in the instance I am mentioning.

Mr Hartrey: That rarely happens.
Mr BARN=T: The company looked

after the man for a short period of time,
and paid him full compensation until the
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end of February when he was repatriated
to Australia. His trip to Perth also has
a long story attached to it because he was
left in the Eastern States to find his own
way home. However, when he did arrive
in Perth he visited a specialist to obtain
a further opinion on his back.

When I first saw my constituent he said
that until a few weeks ago he had made
daily visits to the rehabilitation centre at
the Shenton Park Annexe of the Royal
Perth Hospital, At that time he said he
had recelvscd no compensation payments
at all since returning to Perth on the 27th
February. He had been receiving social
service sickness benefits at the rate of $42
per week. He told me that as soon as he
received his compensation payment he
would have to return the money he had
received by way of social security sickness
benefit, and I agreed that was only fair
and reasonable because he could not be
paid twice for the same injury.

I made the necessary calls to various
Government departments in order to
obtain his compensation payment for him.
and the insurance company told me that a
,cheque had already been made out and It
-was on its way to him. I would rather
not mention the name of the insurance
,company involved because It is not to blame
for the complaint.

This is where the trouble started. He
received a letter from the insurance comn-
pany which, In part, read as follows--

We refer to the above claim and
advise we have been instructed by our
Port Moresby office to make payment
to You of compensation for the period
27th February, 1976 to 25th June, 1976.

Our cheque in the amount of $739.50
representing 17 weeks at $43.50 Per
week is enclosed.

That is the whole crux of the matter.
On checking with the Insurance company
I found that the man was entitled, under
Instructions the company had received, to
be paid $35 per week for himself plus $8.60
per week for his dependent wife. I knew
that a man could not live on $43.50 per
-week, and I thought that the amount of
compensation could not be right so I con-
tacted him again and asked him for a copy
of his contract.

The contract, as I have previously men-
tioned, consists of 10 typed foolscap pages.
I think members will agree that at man
chasing a job would not be likely to read
through the whole of a contract of that
Sime.

The SPEAHER: The member has three
minutes.

Mr BARNETT: On checking the con-
'tract I found that on page 8 it states-

The Company undertakes to Insure
the Employee under the terms of the
Workers' Compensation Ordinance of
Papua New Guinea. In the event of
any injury or illness which may arise
-out of or in the course of employment

under this Contract the Employee's
sole remedy shall be as provided under
the Workers' Compensation Ordinance
of Papua New Guinea.

It was a rip-off. I have not been able to
get a copy of the particular Ordinance
which relates to this matter, so I do not
know how a person in the situation I have
outlined would ever he able to obtain a
copy of it.

I have only a couple of minutes during
which to finish my grievance so I will be
fairly brief. This man has received a bill
for $520.97 from the Department of Social
Security. I have received a letter from
his specialist, Mr Ross Robinson, part of
which I will read as follows--

.. following an acute relapse of symp-
toms on 9th August, 1976, was ad-
mitted to the Royal Perth Hospital
under my care and recently under-
went operation on 20th August, 1976.
Immediate convalescence Is satisfac-
tory, but I do not anticipate that the
patient will possibly regain fitness for
any type of work for at least three
months following the operation..

I realise that once the man had signed
the contract he left himself wide open,
but he was in the Position where he had
to find a Job; he really did not have any
option but to sign the contract. He could
have stayed out of work and received
social security payments but because he
took a responsible attitude he penalised
himself. I realise it would be absolutely
impossible for him to live on $43.50 per
week.

I bring this matter to the attention of
the House firstly, In the hope that this
man will be able to receive some assistance
from the Government and, secondly, in
order to publicise the case so that no-one
else will fall into the same trap.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister
for Labour and Industry) 15.39 pim.]: In
reply to the member for Rockingham, the
main object of his grievance was to give
some publicity to the issue he raised. I
think he has achieved that objective.

Of course, we cannot be responsible for
workers' compensation rates which are
applicable in other parts of Australia, and
in other parts of the world. Roth Conzinc
Rio Tinto and Bougainville Copper are
highly reputable companies.

A person who is prepared to work under
the conditions outlined by the member
for Rockingham would be handed a con-
tract, and I imagine that if he noticed the
provision referring to workers' compensa-
tion he would ask what the rate was.

Workers' compensation cannot be taken
out of context with the other benefits
which may be payable. I do not know
what they might be. The point is that that
happens to be the rate for workers' com-
pensation which applies under the Papua
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New Guinean Ordinance, as the honour-
able member told us. I do not know the
rate, but It must have been attractive.

Mr Barnett: It was $130.
Mr GRAYDEN: What about other bene-

fits?
Mr Barnett: That was the sum total.
Mr GRAYDEN: It must have been

attractive because-
Mr Barnett: He was unemployed. Of

course it was attractive.
Mr GRAYDfl(: -many Jobs are avail-

able in Western Australia if people are
prepared to go to isolated places In par-
ticular, and especially for a mechanical
fitter. I can assure the honourable memt-
her that if anyone has qualifications of
that kind he can obtain a Job in Western
Australia because I know of over 100 Jobs
-probably over 200-available for skilled
metal tradesmen in this State alone.

In this ca-se the individual elected to go
to Papua New Guinea and he signed an
agreement. Certainly there is nothing the
State Government can do.

I repeat that the main objective of the
honourable member was to give publicity
to the case and make people realise that
this was the rate of compensation; and
I think he has achieved his purpose.

The SPEAKER: Grievances have been
noted.

BILLS (3): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

1. Hire-Purchase Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr

Grayden (Minister for Labour and
industry), and read a first time.

2. Betting Control Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr

O'Connor (Minister for Police),
and read a first time.

3- Transport Commission Act Amend-
ment Bill (No. 2).

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
O'Connor (Minister for Transport),

and read a first time.

AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION

Appointment of Delegates: Council's
Message

Message from the Council received and
read as follows--

The Legislative Council acquaints
the Legislative Assembly in reply to
Message No. 76 from the Legislative
Assembly, that it has considered the
invitation to continue its participa-
tion in the Australian Constitutional
Convention on the basis outlined by
the Legislative Assembly, and has
agreed to this proposal. It has further

resolved to appoint the undermen-
tioned members to represent the
Legislative Council-

The Hon. N. McNeill,
The Hon, 0. C. MacKinnon,
The Hon. 1, 0. Medcalf,
The Hon. D. K. Dans, and
The Hon. R. Thompson.

ACTS AMENDMENT (JURISDICTION
OF COURTS) BILL

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Council; and, on

motion by Mr O'Neii (Minister for Works),
read a first time.

CHILD WELFARE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Report
Report of Committee adpoted.

EDUCATION PROGRAMMES
Want of Con fidence in Government:

Motion

MR BRYCE (Ascot) (5.45 p.m.]: I
move-

1. This House Views with grave
concern that, after two and a half
years of indecision, confusion and
non-performance in respect of the
Government's fundamental education
pledges and promises to:

Ca) Lower the admission age to
primary schools to the year
in which the child turns five;

(b) Transfer children from pri-
mary school to secondary
school at the end of the year
in which the child turns
eleven;

(c) To extend secondary educa-
tion from five to six years;

(d) To award the Achievement
Certificate at the end of the
fourth year In secondary
school;

Ce) To limit student numbers to
1 000 for high schools cover-
ing years one to four;

Cf) To limit student numbers to
400 for senior high schools
covering years five and six;,

(g) To extend the free text book
scheme:

(h) To introduce a6 per capita
State Assistance Grant for
the running costs of every
approved or permit holding
pre-schiool education centre;

it is now quite apparent that such
pledges and promises were conceived
as a confidence trick.

2. This House condemns the Gov-
ermnent's failure to implement these
education promises, despite:
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(a) Unprecedented financial
assistance for education from
the Australian Labor GOV-
ernment in 1974-:1975;

(b) The Premier's undertaking in
1974 that a State Liberal
Government would overcome
financial obstacles to its edu-
cation programme by leasing
school buildings built by pri-
vate enterprise;

and is therefore of the opinion that, in
misleading the people of Western
Australia in this manner, the Premier
has been guilty of a serious breach Of
faithi and is deserving of the censure
of this House.

3. Furthermore, because of the
Government's:

(1) Failure to recognise the
immediate need for assist-
ance to students in their
transition from school to
work at a time when Western.
Australia Is experiencing a
record high level of unem-
ployed young people;

01i) Failure to end the financial
discrimination against less
affluent schools In the Inde-
pendent School System;

(ill) Decision to co-operate with
the Fraser Government in its
determination to re-introduce
elitism into tertiary educa-
tion;,

(iv) Mishandling of many other
aspects of the education
system;

this Government has lost the confi-
dence of this House and the confi-
dence of the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

I believe that by now it is quite apparent
to many people that the citizens of West-
ern Australia have been the victims of a
Political confidence trick relating to the
Government's education promises and
programme which, in my view, must rank
as the most outstanding-if not the most
monumental-hoax of all time in western
Australian political history.

In 1974 the Premier promised a pro-
gramme to radically alter and restructure
primary and secondary education In West-
ern Australia. He promised a programme
which required, on rTea-sury advice at
that time, at least an extra $200 illion.
On today's figures that would probably
be an extra $300 million.

Since March, 1974, the Minister for
Education-who, in the eyes of many
people, has become the "fall guy" for the
Premier's extravagant election promises-
has appointed a variety of committees to
assist him to try to make some sense of the
Government's education promises and un-
dertakings. In May, 1974, the Minister for
Education announced the appointment of

a special advisory committee to help with
the implementation of the State Govern-
mnenit's education policy. In January, 1978.
the Minister announced the appointment
of a Permanent advisory committee to
advise him on the implementation of the
Government's policies and changes in
educational trends. So, from the outset,
with this grab-bag of very expensive and-
as we told the Government at the time-
unrealistic goals, the Minister realised he
was in trouble. These are only two coam-
mittees which have been set up to help
him try to make some sense of the Premn-
ier's utterances on this question.

More importantly, since 1974 an un-
precedented amount of money has been
injected Into education in Australia. An
unprecedented amount of money was given
to State Governments for education in
1974-75. It has been given since these
rash and extravagant promises were made,
but despite the fact that so much money
-$5W million to Western Australia alone
in 1974 and 1975-had been given by the
Federal Government for education. the
promises have not been kept.

Mr Grayden: What years are you talking
about?

Mr BRYCE: The calendar years 1974
and 1975, when an extra $59 million wats
given.

In addition, none of us on this side of
the House-and, I venture to suggest, very
few People in the community at large-
will ever forget that the Premier was
attempting to insulate himself against
difficulties he might have foreseen in im-
plementing his education programme with
the most preposterous promise and sug-
gestion of all time. It must take the cake.
The Premier promised on the hustirigs-
and it was not a throw-away by-line at the
time-that if his Government fell into dif-
ficulties, If he was confronted with fin-
ancial obstacles, and if the Federal Gov-
ernment did not underwrite his crazy con-
cepts he would rent schools from private
enterprise.

Mr B. T. Burke: He was going to get
Alan Bond to help.

Mr BR.YCE: The essence of our case is
the Premier made these extravagant pro-
mises: he guaranteed to the people that
private enterprise would produce the goods
if Government funding was not available.
We ask ourselves: what has happened In
almost three Years since this Government
has been in office? It presented to the
people a vast list of promises which were
designed-br the Premier's own words-
to restructure and alter radically primary
and secondary education In Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr Grayden: And that is what has
happened.

Sir Charles Court: That has been done.
Mr BRYCE: Following the Premier's

Interjection, which I heard, I feel obliged
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at this stage to put some questions to the
House. Let us examine the Premier's pro-
mises.

In how many of our elecorates do stu-
dents start school In the year ini which they
turn five? The answer is: none.

Mr Grayden: Over 4 000 children.
Mr BRYCE: In how many of our elec-

torates are children transferred from
primary school to secondary school at the
end of the year In which they turn 11?

Mr Grayden: That is because of the
Whitlan Government.

Mr BRYCE: The answer is: none. In
how many of our electorates has secondary
education been extended from five years;
to six years? The answer Is: none. In how
many of our electorates has the Achieve-
ment Certificate been awarded to students
in secondary schools? The answer is:
none.

Mr Grayden: Rubbish!
Mr BRYCE: In how many of our elec-

torates have special senior high schools
for years 11 and 12 with a maximum of
400 students been erected? The answer
is: none. Furthermore, in how many of
our electorates do we find special high
schools catering for years one to four
with a maximum of 1000 students?

Mr Grayden: I will tell you and you
will get a surprise.

Mr BRYCE: The answer is: none.
Sir Charles Court: If You want to listen

you will be very interested. You will see
how astray you are.

Mr BRYCE:- We are so accustomed to
waiting for the threats and promises of
the Minister for Labour and Industry
that they do not worry us any longer. So
long as he promises to stick to the subject
we will be happy to have his contribution.

For the Premier's benefit I also ask the
question: in how many of our electorates
has the Government provided a Per capita
State assistance grant for the running
costs of approved and permit-holding kin-
dergartens? The answer Is: very few
indeed. TIn fact, of 340-odd approved
permit-holding kindergartens in Western
Australia, the State Government has actu-
ally funded, with a little rant, only six
from its own finances and 21 from finances
provided by the Commonwealth.

Mr Nanovich: When you pass these new
primary schools and pre-school centres
which are going up, do you deliberately
blink so that you cannot see them?

Mr BRYCE: I do not know whether the
Minister for Education has yet availed
himself of an opportunity to explain to
members of his own political party and his
coalition colleagues that pre-primary edu-
cation Is not primary education. Pre-
primary education Is a long way removed
from a promise to lower the age of ad-
mission to primary schools.

The Government has establised a dual
system of Pre-school education-one arm
owned by the Government with its pre-pri-
many centres, and another arm of kinder-
gartens which are run, built, and super-
vised by community groups. In nobody's
language can this be described as primary
education. It is pre-primary education, and
I feel obliged to make the point very clear-
ly that in the document containing the
Liberal Party's policies there was abso-
lutely no mention of a pre-primary edu-
cation programme. I emphasise that the
policy promised at that stage was, "We
will change the age at which students
will enter primary schools to the year In
which they turn five." There Is a
whole host of comments and quotations
from the Premier on the hustings to prove
that at that time the Premier was talking
about taking tlve-year-olds into the
schools. That is quite different from these
pre-primary centres.

Mr Jamieson: You have got them on a
raw nerve this time.

Mr BRYCE: I will have a great deal of
delight in coming to the subject of these
pre-primary centres subsequently. Right
now I feel obliged to remind members that
in place of a $200 million promise to
restructure and alter the primary and
secondary education system in this State,
there is now a great vacuum where the
implemented promises ought to be. To
add insult to Injury, from the point of
view of the people, It is an established fact
a~s from yesterday that this Government
has not found $200 million of extra money
to fulfil these extravagant promises In the
education field, but it has found $1.3
million for a pre-primary Programme.
Now that Is a long way short of a $200
million programme to restructure the
whole primary and secondary education
system in Western Australia in what the
Premier described at the time as a radical
venture.

Mr Grayderi: It was $241 million last
year.

Sir Charles Court: Who Placed the
figure of $200 million on this programme?

Mr BRYCE: I suggest to the House that
this confidence trick was conceived for two
reasons and for two reasons only. The
Liberal Party, as a political party, set It-
self the task of trying to change Its image.
it wanted to prove to the people of West-
ern Australia that it was interested In
something other than iron ore, I believe
the promises were devised in this way
and then, the Liberal Party subsequently
becoming the major party In the Govern-
ment, it had this desire and it felt the
need to wrest from the Australian Labor
Party the initiative In respect of educa-
tion.

Shortly after December, 1972, we saw
an incredible breakthrough In education
in this country. For decades before that,
successive conservative Liberal-Country
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Party Governments in Canberra had re-
fused point blank to fund In any signifi-
cant way Primary and secondary educa-
tion in this nation. and before December,
1972, primary and secondary education
in all States of Australia was in a very
serious plight; indeed, standards were
dropping.

Mr Laurance: The Bulletin does not
agree with Your "incredible breakthrough".

Mr BRYCE: Standards were dropping.
At that time the share of our resources

devoted to education was comparable with
that in countries such as Greece, Turkey,
and Spain. Our Government at that time
was Prepared to allocate for education
Only a very small portion of the revenue
generated in this country.

The Policies I have referred to are spelt
out clearly in this very famous little book-
let entitled, "iberal policy. 1974-1977".
Members will notice that the colour on
the front of the book is fading. At the
time the Premier made no mention that
he would provide this Parliament and the
Public Of Western Australia with an
encyclopedia of excuses to explain why he
could not fulfil the promises contained in
this booklet. The Premier used his own
grandiose language to describe this book-
let as a most imaginative document. In
fact, he used a whole range of superlatives
to describe it.

Mr Laurance: Tell us a few more!
Mr BRYCE: After a few years in office

we find that the Government has fallen
a long way short of its objective, and a
long way short of the undertakings and
guarantees it gave to the people.

Mr Sibson: We Picked up the Problems
of the Previous Government and sorted
them out.

Mr BRYCE: In my view the promises
which the Premier Put to the People in
relation to education rank for seriousness
with those other well-known promises of
his that he would solve inflation and
unemployment, and that he would curb
State taxes and charges. I think some-
where along the line the Premier Promised
also to restore the economic miracle to
Western Australia vis-a-vis the 1960s. We
have become accustomed to such extrava-
gant Promises in this House, and I believe
the People of Western Australia are very
rapidly becoming accustomed to them.

Education has become the third tragic
chapter in the book of Government fail-
tIres. In the time that Is available to me
this evening it is my intention to point
out-

Mr Clarko: That is for ever.
Mr BRYCE: It could be. believe me.
Mr Clarko: That would be very exhaust-

ing.
Mr BRYCE: It is my intention to point

out that a man with the experience of the
Premier in politics in this State must have

known that his education revolution.
together with his economic miracle, simply
would not work. He was prepared to Put
these promises, undertakings, and pledges
to the people for the sake of impressing
them.

Sir Charles Court: Will you let us into
a secret-did You think the policies were
good ones if they were implemented?

Mr Jamieson: No, they were impossible
-impossible policies are never good ones.

Mr BRYCE: There is absolutely no
reservation in my mind that some of the
promises, policies, and pledges were
worthy promises, policies, and pledges.
The scheme introduced by the Tonkin
Labor Government to provide free text-
books and learning material in schools was
denounced and condemned inside and out-
side this Chamber by the Premier him-
self. If the Premier fulfils his promise to
extend that book scheme-and he has not
done this yet-I will be the first to con-
gratulate him.

Mr Grayden: The standard has been
improved.

Mr BRYCE: But not extended.
Sir Charles Court: The standard has

been improved-it was a deliberate deci-
sion. You are out of touch.

Mr BRYCE: Many members of this
House who have been here longer than I
have, possibly have come to this con-
elusion before I did: It is important that
we all appreciate the Premier's excuse
mentality is such that the only thing that
will surpass his ability to make extravag-
ant promises is his ability to compile
excuses. That really is behind all the pro-
grammes Put to the people upon which
this Government was elected, and It ha
been the essence of the story since. As far
as the economic miracle is concerned-

Mr Sibson: We have heard about that.
Mr BRYCE: -the Premier has so fre-

quently blamed the Whitlani Government
and, I think, even his coalition colleagues
from time to time. He has certainly
blamed Doug Anthony, and he has blamed
left wing organisations, subversives, fifth
columnists, and "eco-nuts" and their
fellow travellers; and also he has blamed
the trade unions. We on this side of the
House are rather Interested-we are
waiting almost with bated breath-to hear
who the Premier now blames for the dis-
mal failure of his Government in educa-
tioni.

Sir Charles Court: You will hear a story
of achievemnent.

Mr BRYCE: We suspect the Premier has
a "fall guy" somewhere because never
before have we heard him accept and
acknowledge publicly that he has made a
mistake.

Mr Grayden: You have made a great
mistake, and you will get a great surprise
shortly.
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Mr BRYCE: I remind the Minister for Mr BRYCE: It came as no surprise what-
Labour and Industry that if he intends
to bore this House to tears later tonight
with the falsehoods and half truths in
that document called "Policy and Per-
formance", he should have a little
more regard for his own credibility and
reputation before he endeavours to sug-
gest to members of this Chamber that
what is stated in that incredible docu-
ment happens to be anything that
approaches the truth.

Mr Sibson: If YOU sit down now the
Minister will wrap it up before tea.

Mr BRYCE: After three years of search-
ing for excuses and smearing other People
in order to explain his inability to deliver
his Promises, it is my view that the
Premier's credibility has been reduced to
zero; he has destroyed it himself.

Sir Charles Court: You say it so often
that it sounds like a broken old record.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier has a reputa-
tion for saying anything that comes into
his mind at any time and at any place
just to impress People. He will Promise
them anything to do that.

Mr Sibson: You said the other night
he would not make a decision.

Mr BRYCE: I am simply suggesting
that if the Premier thought that people
wanted a free ride to the moon, then
despite the incapacity of the State to pro-
vide it he would promise It to them; but
as soon as he was elected he would pro-
duce a litany of excuses and blame every-
one for not being able to provide it. He
would not look in the mirror and blame
himself. This is the Pattern he has fol-
lowed time and time again In respect of
issue after issue, whether they be matters
of industrial development, Treasury, or
education. The Premier makes expensive
promises with all the bravado in the
world, and then looks for excuses when he
cannot fulfil them.

As far as the public are concerned, how
can they be expected to believe anything
the Premier says at the forthcoming
election, after he has Put to the Public a
list of Promises like this against which
must be weighed the dismal performance
of his Government? Also, we must never
forget the promises he made about unem-
ployment, inflation, the economic miracle,
and other big promises; after hearing those
Promises and seeing his performance, who
could take any notice of this man?

I suggest that in view of the fact that
this State already has legislated to pro-
tect the public against used-car salesmen
and other salesmen who use these stunts.
it is high time the public were protected
against Politicians who employ the same
stunts.

Mr Sibson: They are, every three years.

soever to us to see this elaborate list of
Promises made. Those of us who have seen
him in this Chamber-

Mr Grayden: Ninety per cent of them
have been guaranteed.

Mr BRYCE: -are now well and truly
aware that the Premier has very little
regard for facts. I suggest to the House
tonight that he also has only contempt for
the people who elect him and his Gov-
errnent.

Sir Charles Court: We will see about
that.

Mr BRYCE: The history books are full
of examples of contemptuous behaviour
and the things done by people who became
Government leaders.

Mr Clarko: And examples of a lot of
opposition speakers exaggerating.

Mr BRYCE: I think a third and very
pertinent explanation of the reasons that
this task would be adopted, and that these
grossly exaggerated intentions in respect
of education would be abandoned. is that
the Premier has legislated to rig this
Parliament with a gerrymander so that
he is able to insulate himself against the
wrath of the People. That is not a bad
tactic. A person can say anything and
do anything as a politician In an elected
Parliament-I did not say "democratically
elected Parliament" -if the parliamentary
elections are rigged to protect him. In
those circumstances he can get away with
murder. I suggest that is one of the rea-
sons the Premier has been able to do Just
that.
sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 P.

Mr BRYCE: Prior to the tea suspension
I was expressing my very real concern
which I1 know is shared by many People
outside this Chamber in respect of the
Government's Pathetic failure to carry
out Its long list of extravagant election
promises it put to the people during the
1974 election campaign.

What concerns us greatly is that al-
though at the time we advised the Prem-
ier of the tremendous cost involved, and
the extra millions of dollars which would
be required, he scoffed at us and at the
advice he received from Treasury and the
Premier's Department. He insisted that,
no matter what the cost, he would not
allow obstacles in terms of the unavail-
ability of finance to step into his path
and Interrupt the Government's education
programme.

That was the context in which he made
those absurd promises: he even said he
would rent schools built by private enter-
prise, if that was found to be necessary!I
That is Why this evening we are expressing
our concern that three years later, despite
the promises which were made and the
guarantee which was given that If he
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could not find the money in Western Aus-
tralia he would get private enterprise to
build the schools and the Government
would rent the buildings from private en-
terprise and ultimately own them, we find
as a result of questions asked in this House
by members on this side of the Chamber
that the Government has shelved or
ditched its programme in respect of the
restructuring of secondary schools. It has
shelved Its promise to transfer primary
school students to high school a year
earlier.

When explaining to this House why
these promises had been shelved, the
excuse used by the Government on so
many occasions has been that the Gov-
ernment Intends to concentrate its re-
sources and energies on the policy promise
it made in respect of taking five-year-olds
into Primary school a year earlier,

Mr Shalders: Quite right too.
Mr BRYCE: This is the tragedy of mak-

ing such a statement. In what I have
described as a monumental hoax, the
Premier made extravagant promises which,
if honoured, would involve millions and
millions of dollars and in addition gave a
guarantee to find those millions of dollars,
if not through Government sources then
through Private enterprise.

To return to the interjection of the
member for Murray, after three years it
appears that honourable member is quite
happy that what has happened has been
that the Government has managed to
scrape up only $1.3 million for a pre-
primary education programme. I should
like to turn my attention for a few moments
to this pre-primnary programme.

Mr Shalders: If you are going to do a
job, do it properly.

Mr Sibson: Why don't you get on to
something new? We have heard all this
before.

Mr BRYCE: I refer now to this amaz-
ing document made available in very
limited numbers called "Policy and Per-
formance'. Out of the Government's own
mouth, at items 160 to 162, regarding the
age of admission to primary schools in
the year in which the children turn five
the following statement was made-

The Proposed lower admission age
(Items 180 and 161) has been effect-
ively replaced by the pre-primnary pro-
gramme described under items 157-
159.

Mr Stephens: Have you read the policy
of the National Country Party on that
subject?

Mr BRYCE: It is my intention later to
give the National Country Party a little at-
tention. The quote Continues -

This will eventually offer pre-school
experience to every child on a non-
compulsory and non-lee basis.

It is as plain as a pikestaff that a promise
to reduce the age at which students comn-
mence school does not involve pre-school
education. The very simple and logical
implication of the promise is that students
would be commencing primary school a
year earlier, and that extra primary school
teachers and classrooms would be required
to cater for that promise. one would
assume that these students would attend
school all day, because we are talking
about primary schools. In regard to the
pre-primary programme, everybody knows
there is a sessional Instruction.

Mr Grayden: Don't you agree with the
policy?

Mr BRYCE: I agree with the policy
to build pre-primary schools: but I
am disagreeing with the duplicity and
political dishonesty which was inherent
In the way this policy was sold to the
people. Neither I nor anybody else on
this side of the House has any objections
if the Government decides to build and
provide a staff to operate a pre-school in
some pocket in our community which does
not have pre-school facilities.

Mr Elaikie: You are only trying to get
yourself off the hook.

Mr BRYCE: Who could possibly object
to that? What we object to is that the
public at large had no doubt in their mind
that when the then Leader of the Oppo-
sition and now Premier promised to reduce
the age at which children would enter
school to the year in which they turned
five, he was talking about school, and not
about pre-school or kindergarten, as we
knew it then. But now, in his very own
words, the Premier says this promise has
been replaced. We on this side dispute
the use of the word "effectively". In
effect, the Premier said that the promise
had been replaced or pushed to one side,
and that the Government had done some-
thing different,

Mr Orayden: Do You agree with what
the Government has done?

Mr BRYCE: I do not agree, and I am
about to explain in some detail exactly
why I do not agree with the way in which
the Government has set about confiscat-
ing or taking over the kindergartens. I
remind the Minister representing the Min-
ister for Education in this Chamber that
had his party mentioned on the hustings
one single word of its intention to take
over the community-built, owned and con-
trolled kindergartens in our State it would
not have got to first base at the last
election. It would have lost seats rather
than won them.

Mr Shalders: Name one.
Mr BRYCE: That little intention came

to light only after the election. There
was nothing about this in that elaborate
and overstated document called "Liberal
Policy 19'74-1977". I wish to emphasise
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this point again: The promise to admit
five-year-olds to school has been replaced
by a pre-primary programme.

I have said earlier that "pre-prmary"
does not mean 'primary' education.
Members who have visited primary schools
in Victoria, New South Wales or the Aus-
tralian Capital Territory, where youngsters
commence school a year earlier than they
do here would know that there is no
half-baked, semi-kindergarten type edu-
cation provided in a small minority of
schools.

Mr Laurance: Who says they are right?
Mr BRYCE: I did not say they are right:

I am relating facts, and the fact is that
in those States, children commence their
primary education in the year in which
they turn five. That is the very point the
Premier conveyed to the public of this
State when he made his promises.

Mr Clarko: That is quite incorrect.
Mr BRYCE: I repeat-
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! One interjec-

tion at a time.
Mr BRYCE: I repeat: the statement was

that the Government would lower the ad-
mission age to primary schools to the year
in which the child turns five. Acting upon
its own performance the Government said
that this has been effectively pushed to
one side and the replacement, as the
Premier points out in this document, will
eventually give pre-school experience to
every child. That is the point I am mak-
ing. In its own words the Government
has described its promise to take students
into schools a year earlier as a system of
pre-school education.

Everybody in this Chamber knows full
well that I have no objections to pre-
school education at all, whoever might
provide that pre-school education. The
objection from this side of the House is
to the blatant political dishonesty iher-
ent in the promise that was made to the
people in this regard, which is only one
of a list of eight detailed in this motion.

The implication of any promise to take
the 21 000 five-year-olds in Western Aus-
tralia into the school system a year earlier.
on the basis of 40 students a class, is that
we would need 500 extra teachers and 500
extra classrooms--the equivalent of 50 new
primary schools. Now the question of
dollars and cents becomes very important
for the Minister. When he made this
statement long ago we tried to inform the
Minister that he would run into financial
difficulties. I remind members that he was
talking about Liberal policy in 1974-1977.
The Treasury suggested that it could not
be done. When the Premier received that
advice he made the ludicrous promise that
"if anybody stands in our way we will
rent these schools from private enterprise".
How many members can say that private

enterprise has built one of these class-
rooms anywhere in his electorate so that
the Government could rent it back,
eventually own It and put some of these
youngsters in it? Of course no member
can say that.

That was a preposterous promise which
was described by the then Premier (the
Ron. J. T. Tonkin) as something he could
conceive being suggested only by a mad-
man. I shall have much pleasure in quot-
Ing it later in the debate.

When this Government came to office
there were 349 kindergartens or com-
munity-owned pre-school centres through-
out the State. This was a $17.5 million
asset that had been built up by community
effort at local level over a long period.
Eighty-five per cent of the capital had
been raised locally. Without one word of
indication in its policy promises the Gov-
ernment set itself the task of trying to
take over the system of kindergarten
education that had operated very effect-
ively under the auspices of the Kinder-
garten Association and subsequently the
Pre-school Board. The result amounts to
political expediency because the Minister
in another place indicated recently in an
answer to a question posed by the Hon.
RL. F. Claughton that if It succeeds with its
plans to provide a pre-primary classroom
in every school the Government will hand
these 349 communIty-owned kindergartens
back to the community.

That indicates the strong-arm tactics
which have been used to "heavy" the
local councils in places such as Rocking-
ham and Kambalda and that the handing
over of these community kindergartens to
the Government is only a temporary
measure. The Minister intends to band
them back.

Mr Sibson: You know that has not been
done.

Mr BRYCE: The Minister said that he
intends to do it. I am pleased to inform
the House that the member for Rocking-
ham will give details of the strong-arm
tactics which were used in Rockingham.
and which have been repeated in other
Parts of the State. The Minister has sent
senior officials of his department running
all over Western Australia; they have
been behaving like real estate sharks
to urge that these local community-
owned, built and controlled pre-school
centres be handed over to the State Gov-
ernment for a temporary period. If neces-
sary, the Government will dislocate the
whole of the existing kindergarten system
just so that it can be seen to be implement-
ing a, political promise.

Currently we have 569 Primary schools
in Western Australia, 470 of which are
ordinary Primary schools and about 100
of which are classified separately in a
whole range of different categories. In
how many of these Primary schools do
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we see students commencing their school-
Ing In the year In which they turn five?
The answer is: very few.

Mr Shadders: You said none a minute
ago.

Mr BRYCE: I am quite happy to correct
the slip I made: Absolutely none are going
into the schools. In the pre-primary pro-
gramme, 18 pre-primary schools have been
built with Commonwealth money, 17 have
been built with State money and 58 have
been taken over. They were formerly pre-
school centres.

Mr Young: They voluntarily asked to be
part of the whole.

Mr BRYCE: They were taken over in a
variety of ways. This Involved very heavy
pressure being placed on some or the comn-
mnittees which have handed over-

Mr Young: There would not be one that
did not volunteer.

Mr BRYCE: There is a total of only 93.
We have 569 primary schools and the
Government's answer to its promise that
it would take students into primary schools
a Year earlier has been to establish 93
Government kindergartens. I have no
objection to the Government establishing
kindergartens, but the point Is that three
Years later what we have in place of the
Promise which was made to reduce the age
at which youngsters started school is a
long way removed from the reality of
that promise. In his famous document the
leader of the Government has even
acknowledged that the promise has been
effectively replaced and that these young-
sters will not be taken into schools but
will receive pre-school education. So 62 per
cent of the pre-primary centres to which
the Government Is laying claim have been
secured by taking over existing kinder-
gar tens.

Mr Young: Who volunteered readily to
become part of the whole.

Mr BRYCE: I shall show the member
some correspondence later.

Mr Young: They all did in my elector-
ate.

Mr BRYCE: I am not surprised about
that. I shall send the member for Scar-
borough some correspondence which I
have received in protest at the sort of
tactics which have been used.

The point that is disturbing is that
Purely for the sake of being able to go
to the Polls in a few months' time and
say the one aspect of their primary
and secondary education programme that
has achieved any success is this one, the
Political parties sitting opposite have set
themselves the task of dislocating the very
effective system of kindergarten educa-
tion which has existed in this State for
50 or 60 Years.

I can Imagine the concern of the Minis-
ter, having spent $1.3 million on the Gay-
ermnent's primary and secondary educa-
tional programme-a programme which in
fact needed millions and millions of dol-
lars-and how embarrassed he must be.

These would be the figures with which
the Minister has to go to the people. He
would have to admit after three years In
office, and alter having promised to Place
up to 21 000 students into primary school
a year earlier, that if the State had been
left to its own resources, leaving the
kindergartens aside, it would have built
1'7 of the 400 to 500 pre-primary centres
that were needed, depending on how these
centres were grouped. In fact, the State
has Provided enough money for only 17
to be built, and the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has provided money for another
18. What a pathetic Performance the
Minister has to report to the electorate!

This Government has shelved what it
has been doing in primary and secondary
education, because it wanted to put all its
eggs into one basket in respect of the
five-year-old children as the Premier
promised. It put all Its resources and
concentrated all Its attention on that
election promise. Without the kinder-
gartens, only 35 pre-primary or pre-school
centres, have been built. When that is
explained to the people it will illustrate
the political hypocrisy in the Promise made
by the Premier to reduce the age at which
the students would start school; that is,
in the Year they turn five years of age.

The amazing duplicity is that in the
same Policy document the Premier, who
was then the Leader of the Opposition.
Promised to encourage local governing
bodies to provide pre-school centres. He
said if elected his Government would
help those bodies to establish pre-
school centres. Far from doing that, this
Government has leaned on the local gov-
erning bodies in which it has political
influence. We might say with tongue in
cheek that there are no politics in local
government, but it so happens that in
certain parts of the State where conser-
vatives dominate local government, great
pressure has been exerted on the local
governing bodies to hand over their
kindergartens to the State, to enable the
Government to assume some semblance of
responsibility in claiming to have fulfled
its election promise.

The financial implication of that prom-
ise alone was so great that when the
Minister was confronted with it he had to
find some means quickly, in the space of
two or three years. to say to the people,
"We have now 100 Pre-school or pre-
primary centres. We are at least some
way towards achieving our goal." How-
ever, the Minister has done that at the
expense of the kindergartens.
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The Minister has indicated that he will
hand these centres back to the local com-
munities if the Government's laudable goal
is attained! In The West Australian of
the 18th March, 1974, appears a report on
the front page to the effect that the
Premier had said in respect of this par-
ticular argument that few extra buildings
would be needed but the cluster style of
Internal design would be extended. His
reference to the cluster style of internal
design in terms of primary school class-
rooms did not suggest for one minute that
he would confiscate or take over local
kindergartens. There was no promise or
indication by him that he would show an
interest in this respect. He was talking
about the establishment of schools.

Mr Young: The five kindergartens in my
electorate all volunteered to hand over to
the Government.

Mr BRYCE: I wonder how many general
meetings of the community were convened.

Mr Young: All the People involved in
those kindergartens volunteered to hand
over.

Mr BRYCE: What about the people who
built the kindergartens years before, and
the people in the communities concerned?
They should have some say on this ques-
tion. Many of these committees were
leaned on very heavily in places where the
Government knew they would respond.
The Government did that to produce the
goods.

The Premier said that few extra build-
ings would be needed but the cluster style
of internal design would be extended.
That indicates quite clearly the Premier
'was not talking about the kindergartens.

Some kindergartens are half a mile or
so from the primary schools, but they are
still kindergartens and they are still hav-
ing sessional instruction. It Is not a case
of one group starting at the beginning of
the day and going right through. So tbls
Is Pre-school education, as the Premier
has suggested.

Fairly closely related to this promise Is
another promise made by the Premier to
transfer students from Primary school to
secondary school a year earlier. The finan-
cial Implications of this proposal were very
onerous indeed. Treasury advice at the
time was to that effect, but the Premier
would not take notice of anyone else. He
Persisted with his extravagant promise.
There were no excuses or provisos.

Mr Orayden: Are you in favour of that?
Mr BRYCE: Personally I am not In

favour, and I concur with the great ma-
jority of educators In this State who are
not in favour of transferring the students
a year earlier.

Mr Grayden: You are out of step with
world opinion.

Mr BRYCE: For the benefit of the
Minister who has just interjected, I too
have been on a world trip looking at some
of these Problems and issues. I can assure
him that for every country he quotes to
me that suggests a 6/6 system is the ideal
way of separating primary and secondary
education, I can quote to him a country
where a 7/5 system works equally well and
is preferred. World opinion is very
divided on this issue.

Mr Grayden: You are opposed to the
pre-primary programme?

Mr ERYCE: The Minister should not
put words into my mouth to suggest that
I am in any way in favour of transfer a
year earlier. At this stage I feel it is
necessary to have recorded in Hrssard
for the benefit of people who follow this
debate in the years ahead some of the
priceless quotes of the Premier at the last
election in respect of the decision to trans-
fer students.

I shall deal with the justification he
gave to the people for transferring stud-
enits to secondary education a year earlier,
and I quote from the same report in The
West Australian of the 18th March, 1974.
In the report he said that this would re-
duce the incidence of serious boredom in
primary schools which inhibited later pro-
gress. I would like to know who was the
reat educator who convinced the Premier

that students currently in the final year
of primary school are experiencing serious
boredom, and that that is having an In-
hibiting effect on their later progress.

The Premier was also reported as having
said that by starting secondary schooling
a year earlier the students would take
four years instead of three years to reach
the Achievement Certificate level. One
does not need to be a genius to work that
out, because adding one to three would
produce a result of four. The Premier
went on to say-

This is where the main cost of the
policy would be. Classrooms would
have to be added to existing high
schools to cater for the extra year.

That is where the debate on the costs of
providing the dozens and dozens of class-
rooms began.

Mr Clarko: That is not correct. The
debate began when you found nut we had
a better Policy.

Mr BRYCE: The member for Karrlnyup
has a vested interest in pursuing that
argument, because he happens to he one
of the guilty men who were on the com-
mittee that helped to draw up this
concept. So also is the member for Floreat.

Mr Clarko: And proud of It.
Mr BRYCE: The member for Karrinyup

'will be very proud to accept responsibility
for the fact that the inability of his Gov-
ernment to deliver the goods on this policy
will be one of the things to track it down
and turn it out of office.
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The Premier in the same article stated
that the first five-year-alas would start
primary school in 1976. There was no doubt
about this. It was straight from the
shoulder. He said that the first five-year-
aids would start primary school in 1978
which also would be the first year when
the 11-year-aids completed their primary
schooling. There is no doubt about his
statement. It was straightforward. In all
our primary schools at this particular time
we would expect that there would be five-
Year-Olds. We could expect that the 21000
five-year-olds who are eligible would be
in our Primary schools and that this year
-according to the Premier's original
promise-would be the first year in which
all these students would finish their prim-
ary education In their eleventh year. From
next year-1977-will they go on to second-
an' schools?

We know that will not Occur. Our
objection is based upon the way in which
the Premier sold a pup to the people of
this State and he did it in a way which
had he been subjected to the same code
of ethics and legislation to which sales-
men are subjected, would have caused him
to be In a great deal of trouble.

We can assume that under the Premier's
guarantee, in 1977 our 12-year-aids will
be starting high school. Of course, we
know it is not possible, neither is it edu-
cationally desirable, of course we could
get involved In an argument about the
educational desirability of transferring
these students to high school a year earlier,
and the member for Karrinyup and the
member for Scarborough are anxious to
jump into the debate.

Mr Bertram: Not likely.
Mr BRYCE: I believe sincerely-and

anyone who has studied the subject
seriously will acknowledge with intellectual
honesty-that there is no unanimous
opinion. There has been a value judgment
and a professional opinion made by some
people. For a set of reasons with which
many educators agree I believe it better to
leave students in their twelfth year in
primary schools.

Mr Clarko: Has it done any harm in
Victoria?

Mr BRYCE: I am not suggesting for a
minute-no-one has suggested-that there
are not many systems In the world the
same as the present system in this State,
and at the same time many systems trans-
fer their students a year earlier. There is
nothing established educationally 100 per
cent one way or the other.

Mr Clarko: We agree with that.

Mr BRYCE: Relating the policy promise
to the context of my motion, I suggest
that the reason the promise was plucked
out of the air was that it was part of the
confidence trick. The Government needed
something to catch the public imagination.
It did not matter about its educational

merit. That argument was not taken into
consideration. The Liberal Party had to
prove it was interested in something mare
than iron ore and it had to try to wrest
the initiative for education from the ALP.

Mr Clarko: We certainly got the
initiative.

Mr BRYCE: The Government failed dis-
mally because these policy promises have
blown up in its face and this particular
one has been shelved, and I suggest
shelved indefinitely f or these sorts of
reasons.

Mr Clarko: Educational reasons?
Mr BRYCE: Yes, and for Political

reasons.
Mr Clarko: Will you tell me whether

the children in Victoria are disadvantaged
because of this?

Mr Bertram: You do not usually quote
Victoria.

Mr Clarko: Or the United Kingdom, or
the United States?

Mr BRYCE: The member for Karrinyup
has merely illustrated the point I have
tried to put three times already in the
simplest possible terms; that is, that there
are students in a host of different educa-
tional systems throughout the world man-
aging to survive very happily.

Mr Cla rko: But you are criticising only
one.

Mr BRYCE: The professional pride of
the member for Karrlnyup has been
dented in some way. For his benefit I
will say that when this question was put
to a conference of principals in Western
Australia-and there are about 62.
although only 47 were present on this
particular occasion-42 principals would
not have a bar of this promise. With
humility and respect for those on the
education committee of the Liberal Party
who in their collective wisdom came down
with this scheme, I would suggest that
those principals have as much expertise
as those on the Liberal Party committee.
I am not suggesting that the principals
were necessarily right. That is open to
conjecture. It depends on a person's
values.

Mr Clarko: I agree with that.

Mr BRYCE: As I said, 42 of the 47
principals present would not have a bar
of this promise on educational grounds
alone.

Mr Clarko: Because they are used to
the other system.

Mr BRYCE: Only one of the principals
was prepared to support the concept and
even the member for Karrinpup must
agree that there would have been more
than one adventurous type amongst those
47 principals. However, only one was pre-
pared to support the concept and tour were
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undecided. So, of the 47, 42 simply said
that the proposal was outrageou-it was
not on-and that there were very sound
reasons for ditching the promise. The
reasons they gave were valid educational
reasons. They argued that children in
their eleventh year fitted better into the
primary age group. They argued that
children at that particular age would not
socialise or fit in particularly well with
I6-year-olds. Obviously they had not
taken into consideration the extremely
expensive ramifications of the Govern-
ment's promise to build senior high schools.
Perhaps they thought that was a pie in
the sky as well, certainly between 1974
and 1977.

The point they stressed particularly was
that if these younger children were Put
into high school they would encounter in
a more serious way the problems which
first-year high school students currently
encounter and they put this in a nutshell.
The youngsters in the very first year of
high school are currently running into
Problems and difficulties of adjusting to
the continual changes of timetables,
classes, teachers, etc., and are unable to
relate effectively to teachers; and they
have Problems with self -identification and
identification with peer groups in these
large schools. Let us not forget that these
schools were to be large because the Gov-
ernment promised there would be as many
as 1000 students in them.

The other main argument used by those
principals who rejected the idea was that
there was not one iota of evidence any-
where In this State to justify this kind of
alteration to the system. It ill behoves
me to be arguing like a conservative, sug-
gesting that a system should not be
changed, but when changes to a system are
dreamed up purely for the sake of per-
petuating a confidence trick in education,
as this was, and selling a pup to the
public-something a man as experienced
as the Premier knew he had no hope of
financing-I am prepared to argue against
them. If there are sound and valid argu-
ments against such proposals they should
be rejected. The WACSSO conference-
a conference of all parents' representatives
in this State-reflected the opinion I have
just Put to the Chamber in a newspaper
comment shortly after the conference. The
decision was made mainly because overseas
findings Indicated that a later start for
secondary schooling rather than an earlier
start was preferable for the student.

The point I emphasise about that par-
ticular comment is that it does prove
world opinion is completely divided on
this Question. There is no doubt what-
ever that the 7/5 and 6/6 systems have
worked successfully in different parts of
the World and therefore it is humbug for
anyone to say that one system is so much
better than the other.

I have indlicated that I agree there are
a number of problems involved in trans-
ferring the youngsters earlier and there
are valid educational reasons for not
doing so. However, that promise was
thrown out with the dishwater because
the Minister has indicated it has been
deferred, and we assume it will be deferred
indefinitely.

On the basis of the deferment of that
particular promise the rest of the pro-
gramme of the Government crumbles, be-
cause not one thing has happened in the
secondary education system to implement
the next set of promises.

There were four main promises regard-
ing secondary schools. The policy speech
of the Premier is always a good last re-
sort for accuracy!I One of the four main
promises was that the Government was
to extend secondary education from five
years to six years. That would have in-
volved an incredible sum of money. It
was to create a dual system of high
schools. Thy promise was for a system
of schools catering for fourth and fifth-
year students, numbering not more than
400 on the one hand, and on the other
hand for schools catering for years one
to four with a maximum of 1 000 students.

We advised the Government at the time
that it was absurd to make such promises
with the resources which were at the dis-
posal of the State Government. But the
Premier Insisted that he had his method
of getting around the normal channels if
he was frustrated. In the event of
financial difficulties the decision was to
be that the schools would be split into
two different sections.

The 'Premier indicated he would have
to build only 20 extra high schools in
order to fulfil that promise. We have
done some work on this matter, and the
minister has subsequently provided an-
swers to some of our questions, and It is
obvious that because there are now 56
senior high schools in Western Australia
the Minister would have had to build
somewhere in the vicinity of 40 or 50
additional high schools to fulfil that pro-
mise.

If the Government intended to build
those extra senior high schools in the
metropolitan area It would first of all
have had to acquire the necessary land so
that the new schools could be built in the
vicinity of the existing high schools. Hav-
ing duly acquired the land, the Govern-
ment would then have had to bulldoze
the existing houses before it could con-
struct the schools where secondary high
schools currently exist. The cost of actu-
ally acquiring that land, and then build-
ing additional schools would have run
into millions of dollars.

Some of the senior students in country
communities separated by large distances
would have had to amalgamate so that a
senior high school could be constructed
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to serve two or three areas. Then, the
Question of accommodation for the students
would arise and that also would involve
the expenditure of millions of dollars.

Mr Young: How is the system working
at Hamilton Hill?

Mr BRYCE: I have not looked at every
high school in the State. I do not walk
around the State, as does the Minister
when he boasts of having visited 500
schools.

Mr Young: Where in the policy speech
is it stated that we would build separate
high schools?

Mr BRYCE: In the policy promises it
was clearly stated that the schools would
be established.

Mr Young: Would You read it out?
Mr BRYCE: Yes, I will.
Mr Young: Where is it stated that we

would build separate high schools?
Mr BRYCE: It seems that is to be the

slippery back-door clause!I The Premier
actually made a statement during the
course of the last election campaign. He
figured his Promise would require about
20 extra high schools. The Premier of
the day (the Hon. J. T. Tonkin) said the
true position would be that the additional
schools required would be closer to 40.
The costing was way out, and it was a
Preposterous Promise to make.

Mr Young: You were to read what the
Premier said.

Mr Jamnieson: Be very careful; the mem-
ber for Scarborough was on the expert
committee. He was one of them.

Mr Young: Where was it stated that
we would build separate high schools?

Mr BRYCE: I promise the member for
Scarborough that I will not conclude my
speech before I read the remarks for his
benefit. They appeared in a front-page
article in The West Australian on the lath
March, and I intend to quote the article
so that it is recorded in Hansard.

The problems associated with providing
extra high schools were foreseen, but the
Premier did not intend to take notice of
any sort of advice about the financial im-
possibility of actually implementing his
promise. That is when he once again
came up with the wonderful promise that
he would get Private enterprise to step in
and do the job for him.

Mr Young: That was not a promise
either.

Mr BRYCE: It was an undertaking.
Mr Young: It was not.
Mr BRYCE: Is it not incradible? The

Premier can say what he lies to the
public.

Several members interjected.
Mr BRYCE: This is the sort of sales

technique; this is the sort of tactic we
get. It is also the reason we brought in

(as)

legislation to protect people against used
car salesmen who usually use this sort of
tactic. I am sorry if the member for Bun-
bury happens to be one of the honest car
salesmen end I happen to have offended
him. However, we know that Protective
legislation has been brought in for that
very reason.

The member for Scarborough has sug-
gested the Premier did not make a promise,
or give an undertaking, or guarantee, or
indicate in any way that he would get
around any obstacles. I will illustrate my
point in a minute or two when I read the
Premier's actual words. It has not been
recorded anywhere that the Premier dis-
agreed with the accuracy of the Press
article published at the time, and I would
be very surprised indeed if The West
Australian ever misrepresented a Liberal
leader on the eve of an election; very
surprised indeed.

Mr Laurance: You will be a salesman
tomorrow, You will have no friends left.

Mr BRYCE: Another education Promise
which has not been fulfilled is that the
Achievement Certificate would be awarded
at the end of the fourth year In secondary
schools. Another promise put to the people
aimed at conning them Into voting for
the Liberal Party with the impression that
the Liberal Party would do something
about restructuring, In some imaginative
way, the whole system of secondary edu-
cation.

Then there was the promise of extending
the free textbook scheme. I can already
imagine the weaseling arguments which
will be put forward to the effect that the
Government had taken over a scheme
with which it totally disagreed. It rejected
the principle of a free textbook scheme
when we were in Government; it was a
measure of its terrible hypocrisy.

Mr Sibson: That was because of the way
it was Presented.

Mr BRYCE: If the member for Bunbury
cares to check he will find that members
from his side rejected In principle the
idea of a fre textbook scheme. I would
like to see how long the member opposite
would last if he suggested to the People he
represents that the free textbook scheme
should be discontinued.

That was another Promise which the
Premier put to the People; that he would
improve and extend the free textbook
scheme. As I said, we introduced that
scheme when we were in Government. It
was one of the planks of the Labor Party
platform. We got the scheme off the
ground in Western Australia in spite of
the criticism of members opposite. Mem-
bers opposite had the impression that the
Government of the day ought not to pro-
duce text book material for schools. Mem-
bers opposite wanted to line the pockets
of their friends by allowing them to provide
textbooks for Government schools and
private schools. They wanted their friends
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to publish and supply the books to primary
and secondary schools, so they opposed
the proposal.

There was a difference of opinion in this
House at the time, but the scheme was
introduced. The Deputy Premier (Mr
O'Neil) is on record as having expressed
himself in The West Australian, of the
17th January, in an article in which he
said the free book plan Is an "Octopus."
When talking about the scheme the Labor
Government introduced, the article quotes
him as saying-

"The State Government's free school
text book scheme was taking on the
appearance of a rapacious octopus
swallowing the taxpayers' money", ,the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Mr
O'Neil, said Yesterday.

There are a dozen extracts from the media
in the files of the Parliamentary Library
to indicate that is the attitude members
opposite adopted when the Tonkin Labor
Government instituted for the first time
a scheme to provide free learning materials
or textbooks in the primary schools.

Mr Shaiders: They are not free.
Mr BRYCE: They are free to the stud-

ents who are using them.
Mr Shalders: Rubbish! They are not

free to the people who are paying for them
-the parents.

Mr BRYCE: That is the poorest piece
of logic I have ever heard.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Shalders: Free? Rubbish!
Mr Laurance: In inverted commas.

Mr BRY CE: There is no doubt that is
the kind of reason members opposite op-
posed It. If they had the courage of their
convictions they would dismantle the
scheme. Of course, they have not. I give
the assurance that when we are elected
to office next year we will undoubtedly ex-
tend the free textbook scheme and supply
free learning materials to the secondary
schools. On that particular point I would
like to take issue with members opposite.

The Government has failed to extend
the secondary textbook scheme. There has
been a great deal of public pressure for
it. WACSSO, the Teachers' Union, and a
whole range of organisations in the com-
munity have become very much aware of
the effect on the educational opportunities
of some youngsters of the rapidly rising
cost of learning materials in the secon-
dary schools. Representations have been
made to the Minister. He has been asked
to extend the free textbook scheme, which
the Labor Government established, into
the secondary schools, and there would be
a great deal of merit in doing so. How-
ever, the Minister's answer to such re-
quests has been to set up a committee.

In February, the Minister set up a com-
mittee comprising representatives of the
department and WACBSO. These people
have for seven or eight months investigated
the rising cost of textbooks. How long
does it take to investigate the cost of text-
books in our secondary schools? Perhaps
the Minister has suggested the members
of the committee cool their ardour. He
does not want to know what would be the
cost of implementing a free textbook
scheme in the secondary schools. He does
not want the committee's findings to be
released at this particular time before an
election because he might feel obliged to
give such an undertaking. We most cer-
tainly do want the committee's findings
to be released. There is a whole range of
alternative methods of providing a free
learning materials or textbook scheme for
secondary schools and it is high time the
Government seized the initiative and im-
plemented such a scheme.

I maintain members opposite are think-
ing In terms that they have already
extended the free textbook scheme. They
took over a brand new scheme in 1973-74
and have added a few tape recorders to
it. This is what the document "Policy
and Performance" tells us-

The provision of school textbooks
has been made more difficult through
inflation but the Government has
honoured its promise to improve the
standard-

It is reasonable that any subsequent Gov-
ernment would improve on a scheme
which had been introduced for the first
time a year or two before. The document
goes on-

-at no cost to parents.
That is the answer to the member for
Murray.

Mr Shalders: Do not talk nonsense.
Mr BlRYCE: The member for Murray

had better address his interjection to his
leader. This is his leader speaking, and he
said "at no cost to parents". I suggest the
honourable member remind his leader it
will cost the people money through taxa-
tion. The quotation continues-

Costs for Private book producers
have escalated.

That was a matter of great concern to a
Liberal Government. It goes on-

The sole surviving major Western
Australian textbook publisher for
primary and secondary texts has
closed its presses.

The Government claims it has improved
the textbook scheme. The document says
further-

In addition to books, the new learn-
tig and teaching aids have been
adopted-for example, cassette tapes
for mathematics which have been pro-
duced by a private WA firm.
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If the Government means it has extended
the free learning materials by tossing in
a few tapes on mathematics which have
been supplied to schools, not to students,
I suggest it is blatantly, politically dis-
honest, because the public at large know
what the Premier meant when he promised
to extend the textbook scheme. The Public
pressure which has already been applied
through committees and deputations to the
Minister has sought the extension of the
textbook scheme into the secondary
schools. I suggest the Minister has some-
thing to hide and is sitting on that com-
mittee's report.

The next promise on the list was the
undertaking to introduce a per capita
State assistance grant for the running
costs of every approved or permit-holding
Pre-school education centre. Before I con-
tinue with the saga I should emphasise
that the operative word is "every". Every
approved or permit-holding Pre-school
centre or kindergarten was to be given this
special grant to help it with its running
costs.

When this Government came to office
there were 349 approved kindergartens in
the State and 30 permit-holding kinder-
gartens, making a total of 379 kinder-
gartens in Western Australia. Since then
a few more have been built and a few
have been transferred or taken over by
the State Government, and there are cur-
rently 321 approved kindergartens and 30
private kindergartens.

The Premier promised he would give
every approved or permit-holding kinder-
garten a Per capita assistance grant to
help it with its costs. Every single
kindergarten would get it. What has hap-
pened? After two years in office and a
great deal of prodding, the Government
has now agreed to give an assistance grant
of $26 to five-year-olds only; four-year-
olds do not qualify.

Here Is the sting in the tail. The Pre-
mier promised the grant for every ap-
proved and permit-holding kindergarten
in the State, of which there are 351, but
only six of them are being funded by the
State Government and 21 of them have
been funded in this way by the Common-
wealth Government. Therefore, 27 centres
are receiving this type of assistsnce-27
out of a total of 351. If that Is not political
duplicity and hypocrisy. I do not know
what is. If that does not indicate to the
House the intent of that particular
promise, nothing else ever would.

The matter which greatly concerns
members on this side of the House is that,
having made these extravagant promises
to the People, the Government, as I have
indicated, has failed dismally to Produce
the goods.

We are very concerned that the Govern-
ment was unable to finance these educa-
tion promises, despite the fact that during

1974 and 1975 an unprecedented amount
of extra money was made available by the
national Government for education. This
money was pumped into Western Australia
in the same way as it was pumped into
every other State. I propose to include
for the record the facts of precisely how
much extra money was pumped into edu-
cation during those years. I am not Just
poking at clouds in the sky-a great deal
of extra money came into this State. What
should surprise members of the Liberal
Party about this and what should stir
their consciences ever so slightly-

Mr Skidmore: Don't ask for the impos-
sible!

Mr BRYCE: -is the fact that this
money came to Western Australia because
of the establishment of the Schools Com-
mission. To its eternal shame, the Liberal
Party opposed the establishment of the
Schools Commission. In 1973 it was Pre-
pared to force the national Government
to a double dissolution on the question of
the establishment of the Schools Com-
mission.

For decades people interested in edu-
cation have argued that it is necessary for
the Federal Government to involve its
resources in funding primary and second-
ary education. The Liberal Party in gov-
erniment under successive leaders--Menzies,
Holt, McMahon, and Gorton-rejected the
need for this. The Liberal Party turned
its back on the idea. When, after the 2nd
December, 1972, a national Labor Govern-
ment was elected and a decision made to
implement its policy promises--unlike this
Government-one of the first policy
promises it set about implementing was
the Promise to establish a Schools Com-
mission. The staggering thing is that
every single Liberal in the House of Rep-
resentatives and in the Senate opposed
the idea in every division called during
the debate on the Schools Commission Hill.
On the first occasion this Bill was Pre-
sented to the Senate, Liberal Party mem-
bers were joined by members of the
Country Party and the Democratic Labor
Party in opposing it.

When the then Prime Minister (Mr E.
G. Whitlam) indicated to the people that
he was Prepared to take the Liberal Party
and the Country Party into a double dis-
solution over the Schools Commission Bill
-in other words, when it came to the
crunch-Country Party members and DIP
members in the Senate backed off. So, of
course, we had established in Australia a
Schools Commission which was In a posi-
tion, for the first time in Australia's his-
tory, to provide money for primary and
secondary education.

I feel I ought to establish for the record
the facts relating to the dramatic increase
in funds channelled to education by the
Federal Labor Government between 1972
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and 1975. 1 will give these figures prin-
cipally because members opposite are in
the habit of forgetting about this increase.
I regret, Sir, that we do not have a Stand-
ing Order by which I could seek the
approval Of the House to have this table
incorporated in my speech. However, I
will read the figures.

The SPEAKER: How long is it?
Mr BRYCE: It is not particularly long,

Sir, and I believe many longer tables have
been quoted here in the past.

In 1970-71 the Liberals at national level
allocated $296 million to education; that
is, to all forms of education. That was
the slice of the national Budget which was
allocated to education in that year. in
1971-72, the allocation was $346 million.
The last McMahon Budget was for the
year 1972-73, and the allocation then was
$439 million.

I would now like members to notice the
increased amounts. In 1973-14-the first
Whitlamn Budget-the allocation for edu-
cation was $860 million. In the second
Whitlamn Budget of 1974-75, the allocation
was $1 671 million: and then in the final
Whitlamn Budget of 1975-76, the amount
was increased to $1 911 million.

Mr Grayden: Wihat was it this year?
Mr BRYCE: So it Is quite false for any-

one to argue that these extra amounts of
money were not Pumped into the educa-
tion system during the crucial years of
1974 and 1975 when the State Government
was seeking to implement its promises.
Clearly this extra money was coming into
the State.

Let us look at total Federal Government
allocations to primary and secondary edu-
cation during that same period, and I
would like to illustrate the contrast between
the allocation in the dying days of the
old conservative Government and the tre-
mendous lift that education experienced
during the period of the Whitlain Govern-
ment.

In 1971-72, the total Federal Govern-
ment money given to Primary and second-
ary education in Australia was $96 mil-
lion. In 1971-72, this allocation was in-
creased to $112 million. In the last
McMahon Budget of 1972-73, the figure
was $149 million. Then we see a change
of Priorities in 1973-74 when the alloca-
tion in the first Whitlam. Budget was $281
million.

Mr Laurance: It means nothing.
Mr BRYCE: I will explain it to the

honourable member in a minute.
Mr O'Connor: How much was taxation

increased?
Mr BRYCE: The increase in 1974-75 to

$840 million means nothing, says the guru
of economics on the other side. In 1975-
'76, the figure was $762 million. Now
these were the years-

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRYCE: -which were a testing

time for this State Government. The
figures I quoted for the last two years
represented the total allocation through-
out Australia. and I will come back to the
Western Australian figures in a minute.
Throughout Australia in these years in
excess of $1 300 million extra was pumped
into primary and secondary education.

Mr Laurance: How much was that worth
in real term?

Mr BRYCE: In this State the promises
that the Premier had put to the people
could not be financed-the Government
still could not lay its hands on enough
money!

Let us look at Commonwealth aid to
Western Australian Government and inde-
pendent schools. I have the figures for
the total block of aid, and in 1974-75 an
extra $59 million came to this State from
national Government sources.

Mr Orayden: Not for primary and
secondary education. You are talking
about tertiary education and private
schools-you are distorting the figures.

Mr BRYCE: I will now spell out the
figures very plainly from the last Schools
Commission report for the benefit of the
Minister who, in this Chamber, is the
"fall guy" for the Minister for Education.
This is the amount of money that came
into Western Australia in 1974 and 1975
for Government schools.

Mr Laurance: Is that the
Budget or the Crean Budget?

Hayden

Mr BRYCE: The allocation for Govern-
ment schools was $37.7 million: for non-
Government Schools it was $19.2 million;
and a category is set out for joint Govern-
ment and private schools for which the
figure was $3 million. That adds up to
$59 million and I will give the Minister a
breakdown of the figures.

During 1974 and 1975, for primary and
secondary schools-there is no mention of
tertiary or technical schools because
money from the Schools Commission does
not find its way to tertiary or technical
institutions-

Mr Grayden: You have the wrong
figures I can assure you.

Mr BRYCE: In those years, 1974 and
1975, coming Into this State from the
Schools Commission for general purposes
in primary and secondary schools, we had
$29.6 million. For the disadvantaged
schools programme we received another
$3 million; and for the special schools
we received $2.8 million. For libraries
in both Primary and secondary schools
we received another $2.8 million. That
amounts to an additional $37.7 million
to primary and secondary schools.
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It is beyond me how the Minister, rep-
resenting the Minister for Education In
this Chamber, has been convinced that no
extra millions of dollars were coming into
the State for primary, secondary, and ter-
tiary education-

Mr Grayden: Oh, tertiary-what are you
talking about?

Mr BRYCE: -during that period of
time.

Mr Grayden: What are you talking
about? I will tell you how much came
In in 1974. It was $16.4 million, and in
1975 it was $24.6 million. That was 10
per cent of what the States put up; It
was only the Icing on the cake. Those
are the official figures,

Mr BRYCE:, I object to the Minister's
words, but I will not demand a withdrawal
because he simply does not know what
he is talking about. I am quoting from
a document which is the "Schools Com-
mission Funds for the Biennium 1974-75",
and that is precisely where the figures
come from-straight from the Schools
Commission. What else can a member of
Parliament do but ask somebody in the
Schools Commission for a copy of the
official statistics indicating how much
money came to Western Australia for
Primary and secondary schools? I have
given the breakdown, and it amounts to
an additional $37.1 million.

Mr Grayden: That conflicts with the
figures of the Education Department.

Mr BRYCE: The point that upsets the
Minister and the Government on this
%ssue is that if the McMahon Government
were still in office that money would
never have come here and there would be
no Schools Commission. The extra $37.7
million for those two years alone simply
would not have been received by this
State.

Mr Grayden: It is easy to make state-
ments like that.

Mr BRYCE: I might add that as a re-
sult of a Labor Government initiative to
establish the Schools Commission, in 1976
this State will benefit from an extra $35
million. Once again this Government is
benefiting from extra money being made
available as a result of the Initiative of
a Labor Government. If the Minister
wishes to take Issue with those figures,
I will subsequently ask him to table his
figures and their source. I repeat for the
record that the figures I have quoted
come from the Schools Commission; they
are official figures. and they clearly indi-
cate that there has been an additional
$37-7 million.

Using the Premier's own arithmetic that
should be just about enough to take care
of this Imaginative restructuring pro-
gramme which he reckoned would cost
only about $40 million or $50 million. Of
course, at that time we reminded him
that he did not have a hope and that in

fact the real cost would be closer to $200
million; and on today's figures it would
be closer to $300 million.

The other undertaking, promise,
guarantee-call it what one likes-is one
which everybody In this Chamber and in
this State will remember, because it In-
dicates the extent to which the present
Premier went to denigrate the efforts of
the national Labor Government, He mis-
represented that Goverrnent wore
seriously and more deliberately than any
other politician In Australia, apart from.
perhaps, his ideological soulmate in
Queensland.

Point of order
Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Speaker, on

a point of order, I take exception to the
reference made by the honourable mem-
ber regarding misrepresentation. I ask
that it be withdrawn. We have allowed
him plenty of licence tonight, but this Is
beyond the pale.

Mr Jamieson: Now we are getting up-
set.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier
has asked the member for Ascot to with-
draw the words "deliberately misrepre-
sented". Will the member please with-
draw.

Mr BRYCE: I am happy to withdraw.

Debate Resumed
Mr BRYCE: I would like to quote some-

thing to prod the Premier's memory.
Mr J. T. Tonkin: That's pretty rough.
Sir Charles Court: Don't you talk.
Mr Jamieson: You have never been able

to take it in the 24 years I have been
here.

Sir Charles Court: We have deliberately
given you plenty of licence.

Mr Jamieson: You have never been
able to take it.

Mr BRYCE: I refer to an article which
described a promise or an undertaking
given by the present Premier. This was
not a smali quaiification that was tucked
away on page 36 of The West Australian,
as might have been the case bad it been
something said by a Labor spokesman;
this comment was given front page treat-
ment. The member for Scarborough has
said this was not a promise or an under-
taking, so for his benefit and for the
benefit of the House I quote the first few
paragraphs of the article, because it spells
out exactly what the Premier had to say
in respect of this issue. Remember that
in this context we bad advised the then
Leader of the Opposition-the present
leader of the Liberal Party-on Treasury
advice that his education proposals were
financially crazy, because he was talking
about implementing them within the three
-years from 1974 to 19'?7. I re-emphasise
that point. When we told him that, his
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answer was in the Press headline, "Libs.
would rent schools". I quote from the front
page of The West Australian of the 18th
March, 1974, as follows-

A Liberal State Government will
lease schools built by private enter-
prise if the Federal Government does
not provide it with enough funds to
carry out its programme of school ex-
pansioni.

So there we have already the Premier
expecting the Federal Labor Government
to underwrite his promises. The article
continues--

The Opposition Leader, Sir Charles
Court, revealed the leasing plan In
Cranbrook yesterday when he hit back
at the claim by the Premier1 Mr Ton-
kin, that the Liberal proposals would
cost $209 million for new high schools
alone.

He said that under the plan, priv-
ate enterprise would build schools and
lease them to the Government. No
Government capital would be needed.

Mr Stephens: I got a very good vote
from that.

Mr BRYCE: I bet the honourable mem-
ber did.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Premier said it
in Cranbrook because he didn't think any-
body would live there.

Mrfl BRYCE: The article continues--
Under the terms of the leases, the

schools would eventually become the
Government's property.

What a scheme!I It continues--
"This is a revolutionary solution-

That is the first time he has admitted he
Is a revolutionary; the only other evid-
ence of his being a revolutionary was
when he supported the revolution of the
11th November perpetrated by Fraser last
year. The article continues--

"This is a revolutionary solution
and it demonstrates that we are not
going to stand for political obstruc-
tion," he said.

That is typical of the Premier's approach
to the national Government of that time.
The article continues-

He said that money for extra class-
rooms could come either from Gov-
ernment or private sources.

If the source was Government, then
it bad to be the Federal Government,
which held back so much money from
the States that they were forced to
depend on Federal grants for any
worthwhile programmes.

That is the point to which I was refer-
ring when I suggested the Preier was
misrepresenting the intentions and the
policies of the Federal Government. The

member for Scarborough has suggested to
us that is not a promise or an under-
taking. I would like to know how mem-
bers of the House, having been reminded
of the substance of that Press report,
would more accurately describe it. At that
time in 1974, the then Premier (Mr J. T.
Tonkin) described it as the most pre-
posterous proposition put up by a politician
in his political memory. I am proud to
say that his poitical memory goes back
an awful long way. in fact, I would be
prepared to extend the argument and go
back to the beginning of political history
in Western Australia, and suggest this
would be the most preposterous promise
put up by any politician in that time.

The then Premier went on to say that
if a, madman had put up such a scheme,
he could understand it.

Mr B. T. Burke: He did.

Mr BRYCE: I think time has now
proved that the member for Melville was
quite right; maybe it was a madman who
put up this scheme. When Treasury ex-
perts looked at the present Premier's edu-
cation promises and suggested, through
Mr J. T. Tonkin, that the promises would
cost far in excess of what they were
claimed to cost, the present Premier
launched his traditional attack on the
Federal Government.

He said in effect, "If the Federal Gov-
ernment does not underwrite our plans
and proposals we will go to private enter-
prise." Let us look at the implications, No
Government capital would be needed. The
Premier made no qualification about that;
it is typical of his bravado and extrava-
gant overstatements. He said private enter-
prise would build the schools; that his
Government would lease the buildings; and
that eventually the buildings would become
the property of the Government.

That in Itself contains a number of fairly
serious Implications. The rent burden on
any lease-back arrangement into which a
State Government with very limited means
may have entered would be very substan-
tial. The only way this scheme could have
been afforded would be if the Premier
found some of his friends to set aside their
normal profit motive for a moment and
build these buildings as a public gesture
for either the Premier or the community;
this would be the only possible way to
finance such a proposal.

But having accepted that anybody who
would set about the task of constructing
these sorts of buildings for a Government
would wish to make a profit, a Profit mar-
gin would have to be Included in the
repayments. In addition, the Premier said
the buildings eventually would become the
property of the Government. Therefore, if
the Premier was dinkum-we can never
tell now whether or not he Is; who can
ever really believe any longer what the
Premier says--on top of the profit margin,
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an increment to cater for the gradual
amortisation of the property loan would
have to be included In the repayments so
that eventually, over some long-term
period, the Government would own the
entire building.

Sir Charles Court: There is precedent
for this,

Mr BRYCE: There certainly must have
been precedent for It In 1969: I wonder
why the Idea was considered then by the
Government? in 1969, the Western Aus-
tralian Treasury looked at this type of
scheme and came to the conclusion it
would be more expensive for a community
to embark upon such a programme than
for the community to build its own schools.
We wouid not be at all surprised to find
it was more expensive for a community to
rely on Private enterprise to do so many
of the important and essential things than
it would be for the State Government itself
to carry out such tasks,

In add ition,. of course, very worthy
advice was tendered at the time by the
Treasury to the effect that the Loan
Council would not have a bar of such a
crazy concept. So, that is the type of Issue
which is at the heart of our concern and
has prompted the moving of this motion.
mhe Premier made all sorts of rash pro-
mises and gave undertakings and guaran-
tees but now, nearly three years later, we
find ourselves looking back through an
enormous vacuum of broken promises. We
argue that for this reason alone, the
Premier is deserving of the censure of
this House.

While all these promises were in the
pipeline waiting to be broken, the Govern-
ment was embarking upon a number of
undesirable, backward-looking decisions
in respect of the entire education enter-
prise of our State. The first of these to
which I should like to draw members'
attention is item 3 (b) of my motion. At
the same time It was breaking all these
Promises, the Government was doing abso-
lutely nothing about the school leav-
ers, who are becoming such a serious
problem in our community because they
cannot find employment. Item 3 (1)
states-

Failure to recognise the immediate
need for assistance to students in
their transition from school to work
at a time when Western Australia is
experiencing a record high level of
unemployed young people;

In other debates we have clearly estab-
lished that the first tragic chapter of this
Government's failures was its inability to
solve the unemployment problem in West-
ern Australia. A fact of life with which
the Government finds it very uncomfort-
able to live is that during the three-year
period during which It has presided over
the economic and social affairs of this
State, unemployment, far from being
solved or mopped up. has trebled. Today,

the latest figures-the raw figures. the
actual figures-indicate 20 925 people are
out of work in this State.

Mr Grayden: And we still have the
lowest level of any State.

Mr BRYCE: This represents 3.92 per
cent of the work force. The most dis-
turbing feature of our unemployment
problem is that of this number, 7 711 are
junior workers-people defined for the
purpose of keeping statistics as being under
21 years of age. Equally serious is the fact
that among those 7 731 junior workers
there are between 600 and 700 of the 1975
school leavers.

it is cold comfort to these young un-
employed people, particularly the school
leavers, to hear the Premier's glib pro-
mises about a return to the economic
miracle of the 1960s. It is also cold comfort
to them to hear so many members of the
Liberal and the National Country Parties
quite indiscriminately describing unem-
ployed people as dole bludgers.

Mr Thompson: Not all of them.
Mr BRYCE: That particular line of

attack has been adopted by members of
the Liberal and the National Country
Parties at both State and Federal level-

Mr Clarko: By whom?
Mr BRYCE: -and is a line which will

create a backlash-
Mr Clarko: Who has done it in Western

Australia?
Mr BRYCE: -to the extent that these

members will be very sorry for the line
they have taken.

Mr Ciarko: Name one?
Mr Jamieson: The member for Karrin-

yup for one; he is typical of such people.
Mr Clarko: You are daydreaming again.
Mr Jamieson: No, you always refer to

them as such.
Mr Clarko: I have never called them

such.
Mr BRYCE: At a time when we needed

this Government to do something about
this sort of problem it did nothing. It
has not changed the structures within the
educational system to cope with this prob-
lem.

In a constructive vein, I would suggest
that the educational system in this State is
facing a dilemma and the problem of
young people transferring from the school
system to the work force is one which
demands immediate inquiry and action.
There Is a whole range of matters which
needs to be looked at and assessed with a
view to actually arriving at some reason-
able policies to attack the problem. These
are the sorts of things at which we need
to be looking.

Sir Charles Court: It has been done.
Rave you not heard about the work that is
being done, and the work of the Minister
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for Labour and Industry in this area.
which now is being taken up by the other
States?

Mr BRlYCE: I am suggesting to the
House that what needs to be done is
something which is far more comprehens-
ive than the areas of examination under-
taken by the Minister for Labour and
Industry, or his new apprenticeship train-
ing scheme, or anything else so far attri-
buted to him in the media.

Our schools simply are not geared to
cope with the number of young people
returning to attend fourth and fifth years
after they fail to gain employment.
If members opposite talk to any edu-
cator who has handled some of these
Young People returning to school because
they cannot obtain jobs, they will find
there are no courses available in Western
Australian secondary schools to suit the
needs of these people. They leave school
with high hopes of getting jobs and, after
experiencing no luck, many are returning
to school.

Over the last I0 years or so there has
been a minimal number of places in what
are called "terminal' courses in four-year
high schools. The entire curriculum needs
to be examined, because this is not a
temporary problem. Despite the wild
promises made by the Premier about the
golden days just around the corner, it is
not a temporary problem and will not be
solved by temporary solutions. It is time
we adapted our schools to the needs of
today.

Mr Clarko: The Whitlamn Government
looked at this area, and trebled the prob-
lem.

Mr BRYCE: There is a need for a new
f ourth-year curriculum in our high schools.
I suggest it is high time we established a
means whereby we could give these young
People a crash course in acquiring the
survival skills they need in a modern
society. There are very few people in this
Chamber or, for that matter, anywhere in
this State, who could sit down and actu-
anly define what are the survival skills
necessary in the modern society in which
we live.

I suggest that a task force ought to
look at this sort of problem. It ought
to look at the Quality and relevance of
current vocational training and advice in
schools. I just wonder how effective is a
lot of the current advice being given to
Youngsters who are about to leave school
and enter the work force. I have very
serious reservations with regard to some
areas.

How effective are work experience pro-
grammes in year 10? We should be look-
ig at the whole concept of work experi-
ence Programmes. Are they any good?
Are they serving any purpose? Should

they be extended? Will they benefit the
Young people who are seeking to transfer
from school into the work force?

We also ought to have a thorough assess-
ment of the role of technical education in
Western Australia. There is no doubt
whatsoever that this branch of education
is ill-equipped to cope with the needs of
that type of education In the last quarter
of this century.

There is a need for a vast injection of
funds at that level. Perhaps Pre-
vocational training should be taken over
to a much greater extent at that point.
Some sort of task force could be looking
at the incidence of unemployment among
teenagers, particularly with regard to
demographic and geographic implications.
The expectations of school-leavers and
the attitudes of employers and trade
unions regarding Job satisfaction ought to
be looked at. There is a whole host of
things the Government could be doing if
a decent task force were given the chal-
lenge.

The State Government is not doing
enough to assist unemployed young
People when they look for jobs. What role
does the State Government play? If it
acknowledges that having 71700 unem-
ployed young people is a serious problem,
has it ever occurred to the Government
that it ought to check the efficiency and
assess the reliability of the job finding
process through the employment agencies?

Is the Government satisfied? I am not.
Fairly bad reports are coming to my elec-
torate office about the reception some of
these young People are confronted with
When they look for a job through the
Commonwealth Employment Service. Many
of them are being prematurely alienated
from our society and are beginning to feel
rejected. This is a very bad sign.

I sound a word of warning on this
theme about the Prime Minister's most
recent announcement with regard to pre-
Paring young people for their place in the
labour market. The type of inquiry he
may be visualising places too much
emphasis on preparing people to be units
of production in the labour market. He
considers the people he sees as being
suited to the trades and the nonprofessions
as useful units of production to be fed
onto the labour market.

Sir Charles Court: You are distorting
what he said.

Mr BRYCE: That is the line he took.
Sir Charles Court: He is trying to avoid

Australia making the mistakes of some
other countries.

Mr BRYCE: What he actually said is
that he believes this country has too
many academics and undergraduates. He
would like to see tertiary education once
again become the Preserve of those people
who can afford it.
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Mr Clarko: How did you get there?
got there under a different system
a Liberal Government In office.

You
with

Mr BRYCE: We have had that argu-
ment before, Why weary the House with
it?

Members will remember the most in-
credible Political back-flip and somersault
that the Premier did in respect of the
next item in the motion. We express our
very grave concern at this Government's
failure to end the financial discrimination
against the less affluent schools in the in-
dependent school system. The Minister for
Education has said publicly In the Legis-
lative Council that the Western Australian
Government does not allocate money to
independent schools on a needs basis. The
Premier has said in this place, and
through the media with a carefully pre-
pared Press release, that his Government
does allocate money to independent
schools on a needs basis.

We believe on this issue alone the Prc-
mier deserves to be censured because if he
did not mislead, he was awfully wrong;
and he still has not been big enough to
admit It because his own Minister has
contradicted him in the clearest possible
English.

To illustrate the tactic that the Premier
has used to say anything at any time to
any audience and to go to any lengths to
impress people, I wish to quote from a
Press release which he sent to The Record
newspaper. A vast number of Catholic
citizens subscribe to that newspaper. In
the Press release which was printed in The
Record on the 25th March the Premier
said in the clearest possible English-

No fair-minded person who looks
objectively at the Western Australian
Government's education Programme
would deny that education funds were
allocated on a needs basis, the Pre-
mier, Sir Charles Court, said this
week.

This was strictly in accord with
Government policy and with the Pre-
mnier's own beliefs.

An allegation that the Premier was
known to favour the distribution of
education funds to "wealthy schools
instead of on a needs basis to all
schools" was made recently by Labor
member for Ascot, Mr Bryce, M.L.A.

The Premier went on in his typical fashion
to smear. He said-

It is becoming clearer each day that
Mr Bryce will stoop to any level-in-
cluding vicious fabrication-in his
desperate attempt to gain a political
point.

The Premier knows well that his Govern-
ment allocates money to independent
schools on a flat rate per capita basis.
Yet he drafted that Press release and

sent It to various parts of the media, in-
cluding The Record newspaper which goes
into the homes of many Catholic families.
He said that his Government allocates
funds on a needs basis. Either he mis-
represented the situation grossly or he is
incredibly ignorant to the extent that he
does not know what a needs basis means.

Subsequently In this place I asked the
Premier a few questions about his state-
ments in the media. On the 31st March
I asked him what criteria his Government
employs to assess needs. In typical Gov-
ernment gobbledygook the Premier re-
Plied-

There are different criteria for dif-
fering assistance.

MY second question was-
Is it not a fact that the Western
Australian Government financially as-
sists independent schools on a flat
rate per capita basis assessed at the
rate of 23 per cent of the amount of
current expenditure on students in
Government schools?

In typical fashion again the Premier's
answer was-

This is only one form of assistance.
I could not get any straight answers in
this House at the time so a colleague of
mine asked some questions of the Minis-
ter for Education in another place. That
is the only reason I could ever imagine
justifying the existence of another House.
In an endeavour to get to the facts on this
issue Mr Claughton asked the Minister for
Education whether the Western Australian
Government finances these schools on a
flat rate basis. The Minister said that it
does happen on a flat rate basis. Mr
Claughton then asked-

Is this amount Provided on a per
capita basis or does It vary according
to "need"?

The answer was that it is strictly on a
per capita basis. The point of all these
questions was that there are two categories
of Government aid to independent schools
from the State Government-a flat rate
grant and a variety of subsidiary assist-
ance in the form of a whole range of
ancillary aid.

For the sake of not having to bother
with the detailed words in the questions
and answers, I would Point out that on
that day the Minister for Education spelt
out the fact that the Government of this
State did not allocate money on a needs
basis in the financial rants to the schools.
nor did it take needs into consideration
when it allocated support to the schools
in all the ancillary forms of benefits.

The Premier in typical fashion misre-
presented the situation, but the Minister
for Education in another Place hit the nail
on the head with advice from the Educa-
tion Department in giving a true answer.
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We believe, having drawn this to the
attention of the Premier, the socially res-
ponsible thing for him to do was to end
the discrimination against the less af-
fluent schools. There is no doubt that
in our community the needs of those
schools vary from place to place.

The facts of life are that no matter
what may be the needs of those schools,
or how crowded and ill-equipped they may
be, this Government gives to each of those
schools a flat grant which amounts to 23
per cent of the cost of educating students
in a Government primary or secondary
school.

We deplore that proposition, and we give
an undertaking here and now that after
the change of Government at the next
election we will allocate funds to the in-
dependent schools, taking the needs of
those schools into consideration.

The final aspect of the motion, which is
of equal concern to members on this side
of the House. is the attitude of the State
Government in co-operating with and sup-
porting the decisions of the Fraser Gov-
ernment in its determination to reintro-
duce elitism into tertiary education. At a
time when Western Australians expected
this Government to stand up and be
counted on this issue, and when they ex-
pected it to confront the Fraser Govern-
ment instead of working hand in glove
with that Government to reintroduce fees
into the Western Australian tertiary insti-
tutions--let there be no doubt that would
be only the thin edge of the wedge and the
judicious thing to do at this stage; that
is, to reintroduce the fees for secondary
and higher degrees-there was no voice
raised In protest by members opposite.

The background to this situation is very
important, because it is another area where
a national Labor Government took a most
important initiative. We argued for
decades that tertiary education should be
as free as secondary or primary education.
Mr Fraser, as Minister for Education, Sir
Robert Menzies, as Prime Minister, and Mr
McMahon and Mr Gorton also as Prime
Ministers rejected the pleas for the aboli-
tion of fees at universities and colleges
of advanced education. At the time they
argued the proposal would cost too much
to implement; that It was politically and
educationally undesirable; and that they
would have no bar of it. Yet, with a stroke
of a pen after the 2nd December, 1972,
these fees were abolished by the Whitlam
Government at a cost of approximately
$100 million.

No member opposite has argued in
favour of the Fraser Government's decision
to reintroduce fees generally across the
board at universities and colleges of ad-
vanced education. There would be abso-
lutely no Justification or reason to
Introduce fees for primary and secondary
education; and we argue with equal justi-
fication there is no reason to reintroduce

fees for tertiary education. On this issue
the actual role of the State Government
was very wobbly, Indeed. Members will
recall that at the time of the Lynch
economic package earlier this year when
these fees were reintroduced at the tertiary
level of education, we were debating in
this House a Bill to establsh the Post-
Secondary Education Commission. It was
a Bill designed to set up the commission
to supervise, and hopefully to assist and
encourage co-ordination in respect of the
development of all the different forms of
Post-secondary education.

On that occasion members on this side
of the House took strong exception to the
inclusion In the functions of that commis-
sion of a power to advise in respect of
fees. This Government gave the com-
mission the power to advise the
tertiary institutions on the fees they
should charge for classes and courses of
Instruction. At the time we questioned the
Minister, We wanted to know why if this
Government did not support fees for
tertiary education it was giving this com-
mission the power to advise the tertiary
institutions what fees they should charge
in future. Of course there was a great
deal of double-talk and manoeuvring on
the part of the Government to dodge the
issue. We objected to the Proposal and we
still do.

If members of the Liberal Party and the
National Country Party were sincere on
this issue they would have supported the
Labor Party in its Opposition to the pro-
vision in the Bill. Since I omitted to do so
at the time, I feel obliged now to draw to
the attention of members of the National
Country Party what precisely their Policy
enunciates on this issue. The following was
their election Policy on education put to
the people in 1974-

3. Special attention will be directed
towards item (i), the maintenance of
free universities, Institutes of tech-
nology, and technical colleges. Free
education beyond compulsory level
should be recognised as a privilege to
the recipient which may be withdrawn
or withheld if abused.

Are we to assume from that enunciation
of the National Country Party policy on
education that students at the tertiary
level of education have abused the privi-
lege, because in this Chamber the members
of the National Country Party supported
the Liberal Party on this issue? They sup-
ported the move to give the commission
the Power to Impose fees at the tertiary
level of education. If the National Country
Party believed sincerely what its platform
laid down-that is. they would give special
attention to the maintenance of free
universities, institutes of technology, and
technical colleges-they would have crossed
the floor on that occasion and supported
the Labor Party. However, they did not do
so. I therefore suggest that the National
Country Party was equally wobbly on this
issue.
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Mr Old: There is still free tertiary edu-
cation.

Mr BRYCE: Free tertiary education has
ended for students who are pursuing
studies for secondary and higher degrees.

Mr Old: It is still free tertiary education.
Mr BRYCE: How can the Minister inter-

ject and say there is free tertiary educa-
tion when lees have been introduced for
secondary and higher degrees?

Mr Grayden: That was done for a very
good reason.

Mr BRYCE: Irrespective of the reason.
the statement by the Leader of the
National Country Party proves that his
logic leaves a great deal to be desired.

Mr Old: You want them to stay there
all their lives.

Mr Grayden: You want them to be able
to get as many degrees as they lie.

Mr BRYCE: Let us get all the comments
on the record so we establish clearly where
all the prejudices and bigotry lie. This is
part and parcel of the philosophy of mem-
bers opposite.

Mr Grayden: We have listened to three
hours of distortion.

Mr BRYCE: It is in keeping with the
attitude of Mr Fraser that there are too
many graduates and Intellectuals In the
community. This is not my view. I feel
obliged, now that the Minister has inter-
jected In this way, to quote a couple of
snippets from University News. It contains
the views of the Australian Vice-Chancel-
lors; Committee on the decision to reintro-
duce fees for second and higher degrees.
I will not take them out of context. I re-
peat that what I am about to quote is the
opinion of the Vice-Chancellors Commit-
tee, not that of a group of Labor poli-
ticians or labor Party people or students.
Under the heading, "The purpose of the
fees" is the following-

if the purpose is to use fees as a
long-term disincentive to studies
beyond the initial first degree level
and to control the rate of expansion
in tertiary education it is doubtful
whether the instrument is likely to be
effective, socially desirable, or poli-
tically acceptable.

It goes on-
If the principal reason for the Gov-

ernment's decision to reintroduce fees
is to achieve savings then it seems
that little attention has been paid to
the educational implications of the
decision-

I submit that when that decision was
taken it was taken obviously with a view
in mind to establishing a disincentive for
students to continue their studies.

The other area of tertiary education
in regard to which this Government has
been found wanting concerns living allow-
ances. When the students of this State

wanted representation on this issue this
Government did nothing. Obviously It
works hand in glove with the Fraser Goy-
ernmxent in that regard. Not a word of
protest was said when, In the last Budget,
no provision was made for an increase in
the living allowances for students at ter-
tiary institutions, despite the fact that
there has been a 42 per cent increase in
the inflation rate since the allowances
were last increased.

I would be interested to hear from some
of the members opposite as to whether
they support the policies and the attitude
of Senator Carrick, the national Minister
for Education, on the student loan scheme.
It appears that the national Government
is determined to keep the allowances at
the existing level. Then, if students hap-
pen to slip below the breadline, it will
help them by making a loan available.

It has been proved that such a scheme
has not worked successfully in other
countries. The scheme is costly to
administer. The staff and the paper work
involve a great deal of expense, to say
nothing of the obvious discrimination
against people of modest means. If a
student's father happens to be Malcolm
Fraser and the student borrows money
while a university student, how difficult
would it be for the father to write out a
cheque at the end of the student's univer-
sity career in order to pay off the loan?

Mr Clarko: it would be a similar situa-
tion in respect of Gough Whitlam's son.

Mr BRYCE: That still does not detract
from the point that people who are wealthy
are in a very sound position.

Mr Clarko: Why don't you refer to
Fraser and Whitlam instead of just pick-
ing on Fraser? Be fair-

Mr ERYCE: Mr Whitlam could scarcely
be regarded as a wealthy man- This has
been introduced by a political party
chiockablock with people from the wealth-
lest sections of the community. The scheme
is designed to discriminate against the
people who are of modest means. The
difference between the two parties Is that
it there happens to be anyone in the Labor
Party slightly above the breadline in terms
of affluence, the Labor Party does not
introduce policies and legislate in the
national Parliament to discriminate against
People not like him. That is the point.

What I am trying to emphasise is that
when these living allowances were paid
to students it was barely possible for the
students to survive at university. That Is
the only way they can be described. Now
the Liberals will introduce a system of
loans to students which they must repay
when their education is completed.

I have already indicated that such a
scheme Is costly to administer in those
countries where it has been Introduced,
and there has been a high rate of default.
However, more important than anything
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else is the fact that the mental anxiety
associated with that sort of debt affects a
student's capacity while he or she is study-
ing, and the long-term, net result is that
It constitutes a disincentive to continue
studying.

There is no doubt that some people will
not go on to subsequent degrees even
though they may have the ability to do so.
and they may have an ability, as a result
of qualifying in a more advanced way,
to make a better contribution to society.
Under the new scheme they will not be
able to study further. We would like some
members opposite who have a large stud-
ent population In their electorates, to be
counted at an election to see whether they
support this sort of policy, because they
know, as well as we do, it is a frightfully
unpopular policy on the campuses.

Mr Clarko: How many degrees do you
think they should be able to get at public
expense?

Mr BRYCE: The member for Karrin-
yup should accept the challenge later on
and tell us-

Mr Clarko: I asked a, question for you
to answer.

Mr BRYCE: The number of degrees any
individual should be able to get at public
expense, as the member for Karrinyup
calls It, is not even a relevant argument.
He has not even considered the needs of
retraining in the next quarter of a cen-
tury. It may be necessary for some people
to train and then subsequently retrain, and
retrain again. Conceivably someone could
be required to do four degrees.

Mr Clarko: It is a long bow.
Mr BRYCE: It is not.
Mr Taylor: How many times have you

been retrained? This Is your third effort.
Mr BRYCE: The final aspect of this

particular Issue which concerns me greatly
is that although the Government has sup-
ported moves by the Fraser Government
to reintroduce fees, when we asked in this
Parliament for the Government to convey
this Parliament's concern about any move
to introduce fees, the Premier scoffed at
our speculation and said that it was only
rumour. Of course, the very next week-
end after he made that statement, Lynch
brought out the economic package which
contained the announcement that these
fees would be introduced for second and
higher degrees. We argued that this was
the thin edge of the wedge and the be-
ginning of the end of free tertiary educa-
tion. We stated that it would be only a
matter of time before fees generally were
introduced. It will be done as soon as the
Government feels politically courageous
enough to do so.

Mr Grayden: There is no truth in that
statement at all.

Mr BRYCE: The next issue to which I
referred was the whole problem of student
loans. The scheme is a backward step

and will be a positive disincentive to many
people. The final aspect is that this Gov-
ernment has gone for cover in respect of
its plans to bring in a substantial fee for
students who will sit for tertiary entrance
admission examinations. So, not only will
it be more costly in terms of fees, but also
it will be more costly to live. This Gov-
ernnment is now planning a substantial fee
which was initially suggested to be some-
where between $40 and $90 a rear to
attend.

It will be made harder for students to
reach the tertiary level, and it will be
harder for them to live when they get
there. Their education will become more
costly. We on this side of the House
denounce those principles. Members op-
posite have supported these moves and
have made no bones about it. We will
ensure that this message gets across
very clearly throughout the electorate
come election time.

I would like to conclude by suggesting
that the hallmark of this Government's
performance, In respect of education, has
been indecision and confusion. We need
only line up the National Country
Party policy and the Liberal Party policy
to see where the confusion started. The
National Country Party stated that stu-
dents should start school in the year they
turn six, whereas the Liberal Party stated
students should start school In the year in
which they turn five. What does the co-
alition think? No-one knows! The Na-
tional Country Party stated that students
should commence high school In their 13th
Year. whereas the Liberal Party stated
that students should commence high
school In their 12th year.

Mr Clarko: And the Labor Party said
nothing at all.

Mr BRYCE- That Is where the confusion
started, -and that is why the eff orts of the
Government have lead to unparalleled
confusion and chaos.

As far as the confidence trick was
concerned, It was a programmed hoax de-
signed in the first Instance to win votes.

Mr Clarko: Do you think it did?
Mr BRYCE: It Is possible that It did

win votes. The hoax was similar to the
promises to solve Inflation and unemploy-
ment, reduce taxes and charges, and foster
industrial development in Western Aus-
tralia. It Is possible that those outland-
ish promises did win votes for the Liberal
Party at the last election. It was a des-
perate effort; the promises were extrava-
gant. They were overstated and reinforced
in the document to which I have referred
tonight. The promises were reinforced in
the media many times, and In many dtf-
ferent ways by statements from the Prem-
ier. The Government Is now trying to get
out from underneath.
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I suggest at the next election the people
of this State will demonstrate that they
are heartily sick and tired of the Prem-
ier's platitudes, his posturing, and his puf-
fed-up promises which have earned him,
in his time as Premier, the reputation of
being Western Australia's very own "Saw-
dust Caesar".

Mr HARMAN: I second the motion.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister
for Labour and Industry) [9.34 p.m.): For
the last three hours we have listened to
the member for Ascot-

Mr Bryce: It was for 2j hours: half an
hour before the tea suspension and two
hours since.

Mr GRAYDRN: For half an hour before
the tea suspension, and for two hours
since then-or 21 hours-we have listened
to the member for Ascot listing numerous
distorted facts. He has done nothing but
distort the facts. His speech has been the
equivalent of an individual throwing mud
at the name plate of an edifice in the hope
of obscuring the edifice. The member for
Ascot has adopted that course but the
edifice of education, for which this Gov-
ernment is responsible, is such that it can-
not be obscured by tactics of that parti-
cular type.

Mr Bryce: It is crumbling, indeed.

Mr GRAYDEN: What the member for
Ascot has said, during the last 2J hours,
is that if a Labor Government gets back
into office in Western Australia-

Mr Bryce: Next year.
Mr GRAYDEN: -it will, first of all,

dismantle and abandon the pre-primiarY
programme.

Mr Bryce: That is not true; that is pal-
pably untrue.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Ascot
said that the pre-primary programme will
return to the drawn out battling for funds
to build centres only in towns big enough
to support 50 children a day. That is
what he said.

Mr Bryce: Who Maid that?

Mr ORAYDEN: The member for Ascot
said that. He also said that the proposal
to transfer children from primary schools
to secondary schools at the end of the
year In which they turn 11 would be re-
jected.

Mr Bryce: When did I say that?

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Ascot
said that the Proposal to transfer chil-
dren from primary to secondary schools
at the end of the year in which they
turn 11 would be rejected.

Mr Bryce: Where was that said?

Mr ORAYDEN: What the member for
Ascot has said is that the Labor Party,
if elected to office, will turn back the pre-
sent system of education in Western Aus-
tralia and plunge it Into absolute chaos.
He said, finally, and made it clear, that
the Labor Party will effectively put an
end to major policy decisions which have
been made with the object of bringing the
educational system in Western Australia
into the forefront of world educational
systems.'

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr GRAYDEN: In the course of his
speech the member for Ascot said precisely
that. He said everything which has been
achieved in Western Australia, with regard
to education, will be put aside, and he
made it clear that If there is a change
of Government he, the member for Ascot,
will be the Minister for Education in
Western Australia.

Mr Bryce: I did not say that.
Mr GRAYDEN: I can assure him that

the thought of his becoming Minister for
Education strikes sheer terror into the
hearts of those people to whom 1 have
spoken in the educational system.

Perhaps I could tell the member for
Ascot something of which he is probably
aware. There are some children in this
world who suffer from dyslexia. As mem-
bers well know, dyslexia is a disease or
an ailment which causes children, in some
instances, to see things backwards, I sug-
gest that the member for Ascot is suf-
fering from some form of political dys-
lexia.

Mr Bryce: I wonder whether you, Mr
Speaker, will allow me to challenge the
Minister to spell that word.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Ascot
appears to be suffering from some form
of political dyslexia for the reason that
be prefaces his motion with the words-

This House views with grave con-
cern that, after two and a half years
of indecision, confusion and non-per-
formance in respect of...

I suggest that unless the member for Ascot
Is suffering from political dyslexia, instead
of using the word "indecision" he would
have used the word "decision": instead of
using the word "confusion" he would have
used the word "order": and instead of
using the word "non-performance" he
would have used the word "Performance".

Mr Laurance: Hear, hear!

Mr GRAYDEN: Unless the member for
Ascot is suffering from Political dyslexia,
or unless he Is seeing things backwards,
he would not have used the terms set out
in his motion.
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An interesting Point about Whe speech We all know what the Government has
made by the member for Ascot was that
he based it on a booklet put out by the
Government some time ago. It is titled,
"Policy and Performance" and from Whe
wording of the motion the member for
Ascot quite obviously looked through the
document and saw that Where were 47
items in respect of education. He looked
at eight of those items which he regarded
as possibly the weakest, and singled them
out as a basis for his motion.

The wording used by Whe honourable
member is quite obviously drawn from this
document "Policy and Performance". The
interesting point is that of the eight items
he regarded as the weakest of the 47?,
four had already been accomplished, two
were already in the course of being car-
lied out, and two had been deferred for
very good reasons: namely, because of the
rampant inflation which had been trig-
gered off by Whe Whitlam Labor Govern-
ment.

Mr Bryce: That is excuse No. 1.
Mr GRAYDEN: The document upon

which he places so much stress is very
interesting. It contains 251 pages relat-
ing to 310 promises. In the 2j years this
Government has been in office, 90 per cent
of the 310 promises have been honoured.
There are 47 items listed under "Educa-
tion" and, as I said, the honourable mem-
ber singled out only eight, four of which
had already been accomplished, two of
which were already in Whe course of being
carried out, and two of which had been
deferred. He said nothing of the other
39 education items which are contained
in the document. Therefore, I propose to
read the headings he has so studiously
refrained from referring to. But before
I do so, because of Whe lateness of the
hour-

Mr Jamieson: Be our guest.
Mr GRAYDEN: -perhaps we should

briefly run through the motion and have
a look at some of the statements the hon-
curable member has made to see how they
compare with actual fact.

The motion begins-
1. This House views with grave

concern that, after two and a half -
years of indecision, confusion and
non-performance in respect of the
Government's fundamental education
pledges and Promises to:

I have made reference to that. I pointed
out the Government has an extraordinary
record in regard to education, as will be
made obvious before the debate concludes
tonight, because we have a number of
speakers on this side of the House who
are very anxious to emphasise precisely
what has been done.

Paragraph (a) of part 1 reads-
(a) Lower the admission age to pri-

mary schools to the year in
which the child turns five;

done in that respect. The pre-primary
Programme has superseded this item. At
Present over 70 primary schools have a
pre-primary facility of their own, and an
additional 60 pme-primary schools have
had former Pre-School Education Board
centres transferred to them. As a result.
there are now in Western Australia up-
wards of 4 500 five-year-olds receiving
education through the Education Depart-
ment.

Mr Bryce: Out of 21000.
Mr Skidmore: Have a look at Page 44.

Mr GRAYDEN: What is the programme
for next Year? There will be 200 primary
schools with a pre-primary facility, not
counting the existing transferred centres
or the Pre-School Education Board centres
which will transfer to the Education De-
partment. As a consequence, it is expected
next Year upwards of 8 000 flve-year-olds
will be educated in Government schools,
not including the five-year-olds in Pre-
School Education Board centres. So we
can see how fallacious is the statement
of the member for Ascot. Upwards of 4 500
flve-year-olds are already in Government
schools and next year more than 8 000
flve-year-olds will be educated in Govern-
ment schools. So much for that particular
statement.

We then come to paragraphs (b) and
(c) of part 1, which read-

(b) Transfer children from primary
school to secondary school at the
end of the year in which the
child turns eleven;

(C) TO extend secondary education
from five to six years:

These are the two matters which I admit
have been deferred, but it is something
which has been welcomed throughout the
world. It Is a policy which is practised in
the United Kingdom, throughout the
United States of America, in other States
of Australia, and In many other Parts of
the world. It Is a Policy which is in the
forefront of educational advances
throughout the world. But the member
for Ascot has made it clear if the Labor
Party were returned to office it would
cancel that scheme, He said that in his
speech. The only reason these two matters
have been deferred is the costs resulting
from the rampant inflation which was
triggered off by the Whitlam Labor Gov-
ernment.

Opposition members: Hooray!
Mr GRAYDEN: The Government stands

by the policy instituted in Western Aus-
tralia but cannot go ahead with it at this
Particular time because inflation must
first of all be controlled. These are the
two items in the education Policy of this
Government which have been deferred.

Mr Davies: State by State you can con-
trol inflation.
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Mr GRAYDEN: We come to Paragraph
(d) of part 1 of the motion, which reads-

(d) To award the Achievement Cer-
tificate at the end of the fourth
year in secondary school:

Let us look at what has been done, which
might indicate to the member for Ascot
that he is completely out of touch with
educational developments in this State.
It seems he has been too anxious to trip
around the world and to other States, and
in the process has become oblivious of
what is happening in this State. Changes
with regard to certification in the upper
secondary school mean that in addition
to the external examination, now known
as the Tertiary Admissions Examination,
the Hoard of Secondary Education hence-
forth will issue a Certificate of Secondary
Education. This certificate for fifth year
students is based on a combination of ex-
ternal examination results and/or on
school assessment. It means the Achieve-
ment Certificate system has virtually been
extended right through the secondary
schools, That is the situation in respect
of that matter,

Mr Bryce: What about fourth year?
Mr GRAYDEN: Then we come to Para-

graph (e). which reads--
(e) To limit student numbers to

1 000 for high schools covering
years one to four;

Let us look at the facts in respect of
this matter and compare them with state-
ments which have been made by the
member for Ascot.

I preface my remarks by saying the
changeover has not been as expeditious
as the Government desired, but for very
good reasons; namely, because the re-
structuring of high schools to meet chang-
ing needs has required extensive prepara-
tory investigation and planning. But the
Government is now at a stage where it
can implement this promise progressively.
T might say the Policy is reflected in new
high schools designed for Willetton and
Wanneroo.

Mr Bryce: They were on the drawing
board long before your Government was
elected.

Mr GRAYDEN: Be patient! These have
three subsohools: junior years eight and
nine, middle year 10, and senior years 11
and 12. This pattern will be followed in
future throughout the State and in re-
spect of all schools.

Mr Bryce: What about the old schools?
Mr GRAYDEN: Senior schools will be

limited to 400 students. So we see the
policy is being implemented progressively.

Let us go a little further with this
because the member for Ascot does not
seem to be prepared to accept that as
being sufficient. Again I would say the
facts I am about to give to the member

for Ascot reveal his amazing ignorance
about the Western Australian schools
system.

At the present time all senior high
schools in the metropolitan area are dis-
playing a marked reduction in numbers.
Let us look at schools with an enrolment
within the vicinity of 1 000 students, be-
cause that is what we are talking about.

Mr Bryce: We are not-we are talking
about years one to four.

Mr GRAYDEN: We are talking about
senior high schools with an enrolment
within the vicinity of 1 000. Let us go
back to the statement in the motion
moved by the honourable member.

Mr B. T'. Burke: Why don't you sit
down now?

Mr ORAYDEN: The member for Ascot
said that the Government had failed to
limit student numbers to 1 000 for high
schools covering years one to four.

Mr Bryce: Years one to four, that is
right.

Mr GRAYDEN: I am telling the hon-
ourable member what has been achieved
in schools in the metropolitan area. The
high schools which have an enrolment of
1 000 are Bentley, Cannington, Cyril Jack-
son, Kent Street, and Thart Hill. So
five high schools currently have an en-
rolment of 1 000.

Mr Bryce: Has the Government
achieved that?

Mr GRAYDEN: I will proceed and give
the honourable member some more facts.

Mr Bryce: Please do.
Mr GRAYDEN: Within three or four

years, because of the restructuring that
will be carried out, the high schools I am
about to mention will have an enrolment
within the vicinity of 1 000. Firstly, the
Halcatta High School and that will please
the member for Balga-

Mr fl. T. Burke: I will believe that when
I see it.

Mr GRAYDEN: -the Belmont High
School, which will please the Leader of the
Onpositlon, and the Governor Stirling
High School-

Mr Skidmore: Then you please me.
Mr GRAYDEN: -the John Forrest

High School, and the high schools at Kew-
dale, Melville. Mirrabooka, Mt. Lawley,
Perth Modern School, Rossmoyne, and
South Fremantle. All these high schools
will have enrolments of 1 000 or a little
less than 1 000. So we see that the state-
ment made in the motion that the Gov-
ernment has failed to limit student numn-
bers to 1 000 for high schools covering
years one to four, and to limit student
numbers to 400 for senior high schools
covering years five and Six, is absolute
nonsense.
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Mr Skidmore. You said those figures will
be achieved in three or four years-that
will make it 1980 and not 1976.

Mr GRAYDEN: This will come about
because-

Mr' Skidmore: Because nothing-you
haven't got a clue.

Mr GRAYDEN: A tremendous amount
of planning is involved, and the member
for Swan should know that.

We then come to the next item in the
motion which says that the Government
has failed to extend the free textbook
scheme.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!
Mr GRAYDEN: We can state that the

Government has honoured this promise
because without any question the overall
standard has been improved.

Mr Davies: Oh, for goodness sake-what-
ever next will you say.

Mr GRAYDEN: There is no-one in this
Parliament who can legitimately deny
that.

Mr Davies: That is complete arrant and
utter nonsense; a statement of that kind.
You are so far away from reality that it
is not believable.

Mr GRAYDEN: I repeat that the stand-
ard has been improved and at no cost to
parents. I might say that the cost of
producing books has escalated, and
unfortunately our only surviving major
private textbook publisher In Western
Australia for primary and secondary books
has now closed its presses.

In addition to textbooks, new learning
and teaching aids have been adopted;, for
example, cassette tapes for mathematics.
These tapes are produced in Perth.

A substantial freedom of choice in the
matter of textbooks has replaced the
former system where the Government
virtually had a monopoly over learning
materials. Very importantly, although
this does not seem to be of consequence to
the member for Ascot and other members
on the opposite side of the House, princi-
pals and staffs in schools throughout West-
ern Australia now have the opportunity to
recommend books to be used in their
schools. These people value that choice.

Mr Davies: What nonsense to say that
is extending the free book scheme. Sit
down now.

Mr CIRAYDEN: In the next paragraph
of the motion the member for Ascot states
that the Government has failed to intro-
duce a per capita State assistance rant
for running costs of every approved or
Permit-holding pre-school education
Centre.

Mr Bertram: It has so too.
Mr GRAYDEN: All it is necessary to say

in reply to that part of the motion is that
the State Government is encouraging pre-
school education on a noncompulsory

basis. Surely It is important for all
children-and I emphasise the words. "for
all children" -to have this education
through the Education Department's pre-
primary centres and centres under the
supervision of the Pre-School Board.

In respect of that matter, registered
independent kindergartens which pre-
viously received no financial assistance may
now qualify for a per capita grant of $45
a child-a rant Introduced this year.

Mr Bryce: How many of them?
Mr GRAYDEN: Any registered kinder-

garten which previously received no
financial assistance-

Mr Bryce: That is the point I 'was
making.

Mr GRAflIEN: -now qualifies for-
Mr Bryce: There are only 30 of them,

and there are 320 others.
Mr GRAYDEN: I am just telling the

honourable member that they may now
qualify. It is as simple as that.

Mr Bryce: The others do not.
Mr GRAYDEN; It Is nonsense for the

member for Ascot to say that the Gov-
ernment has failed to introduce a per
capita State assistance rant for the run-
ning costs of every approved or permit-
holding pre-school education Centre. That
is absolute rubbish.

So we can say that of the first eight
points, four have already been achieved
by the Government, two are in the pro-
cess of being achieved, and two have been
deferred for the very good reason-

Mr B. T. Burke; Rabid inflation under
the Whitlam Government!I

Mr GRAYDEN: -that Inflation through-
out Australia and Western Australia has
made them an impossibility at the moment.
However, they are still on the record as far
as the Government is concerned, and they
will be implemented. We have heard the
member for Ascot say that It is Labor
Party policy to abolish that particular
scheme.

Mr Bryce: What scheme?
Mr GRAYDEN: The transfer of children

from primary to secondary school in the
ye ar in which they turn 11.

Mr Bryce: Who said that?
Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Ascot

said that in his speech.
Mr Bryce: I seriously doubt that.
Mr GRAYDEN: We now go on to the

second part of the motion moved by the
member for Ascot, which commences--

This House condemns the Govern-
ment's faiure to Implement these
education promises, despite:
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(a) Unprecedented financial as-
sistance for education from
the Australian Labor Govern-
ment in 1974-1975:

I do not know the source of the member
for Ascot's figures, but obviously they are
incorrect.

Mr Bryce: I told you-from the report
of the Schools Commission.

Mr GRAYDEN: Obviously the figures in-
clude amounts for tertiary education-

Mr Bryce: 'They do not include tertiary
education.

Mr GRAYDEN: -and assistance to
Private schools and something else.

Mr Bryce: I1 tried In 15 ways to tell
YOU.

Mr GRAYDEN: I have been assured
that these are the official figures--

Mr Bryce: What official figures?

Mr GRAYDEN: -that in 1974 approx-
imately $16.4 million came from the Com-
monwealth Government. In 1975, the
figure was $24.6 million approximately. It
Is very significant that in 1975-76 recur-
rent and capital funds, State and Federal,
totalled $241 million.

Mr Harman:, What does that mean?

Mr GRAYDEN: Simply it means this:
the $24.6 million which we received from
the Commonwealth in 1975 was but 10
per cent of the total amount spent on
education in that year.

Mrt Bryce: flow much did you get under
McMahon?

Mr GRAYDEN: For that reason I say
it was merely the Icing on the cake. This
money had to be spent where the Com-
monwealthi directed it to be spent, and
not where it was required to be spent in
the interests of education in Western Aus-
tralia. It is an extraordinary thing that
the member for Ascot should talk in terms
of a Commonwealth contribution being of
such consequence to the education system
in Western Australia.

Mr Young: They gave 10 per cent and
took away 16.

Mr GRAYIJEN: The member for Ascot
in his motion then went on to talk about
what he called the Premier's undertaking
in 1974 that a State Liberal Government
would overcome financial obstacles to its
education programme by leasing school
buildings built by private enterprise.
As far as I am aware, a statement to that
effect was made after the election.

Mr Davies: No it wasn't.
Mr GRAYDEN: However, I am not cer-

tain of that point.
Mr Davies: if you can't answer it. ignore

it.

Mr GRAYDEN: Well, of what conse-
quence is it, because such -strides have
been made in this respect that a particular
course of action simply has not been nec-
essary? However, I point out to members
opposite that one of the first things the
Government did last year was to establish
a building task force, whose job it was to
examine building methods and economies
which would result in savings without the
educational nature of the buildings being
cornpromised.

As a result of the efforts of this task
force, new designs have been adopted for
pre-primary centres and school dental
health clinics. These have resulted in
savings of up to 30 per cent In cost, with
up to 40 per cent more space being avail-
able in pre-primary centres. What an
extraordinary achievement as a conse-
quence of the action of this Government.
Yet after listening to the member for
Ascot one would think nothing has been
done. I repeat it is no longer necessary,
because of actions of this kind, to proceed
with the statement which was made.

Mr Davies: That is not true.

Point of Order
Mr BRYCE, I raise a point of order, Mr

Speaker. Could I request at this stage that
when the Minister is finished, he table the
file from which he Is quoting which con-
tains the figures he has used to Illustrate
this point?

The SPEAKER: The member for Ascot
Is entitled to request the tabling of papers
Provided they are not in note form for the
Minister's own speech information. If
they are in a form which enables them
Properly to be tabled without emphasis
being placed on personal notes, they should
be tabled. Is the Minister able to table
the papers?

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Ascot
is referring to the figures I have quoted,
and I will be happy to table them. How-
ever, I think it Is Important that they be
made available to Hansard first.

Mr Bryce: Sure.
The SPEAKER: They will be tabled In

due course.

Debate Resumed
Mr GRAYDEN: We come now to the

next item in the motion, which deals with
the failure to recognise the immediate
need for assistance to students in their
transition from school to work at a time
when Western Australia Is experiencing
a record high level of unemployed young
people. I do not know that we need to
place much emphasis on this, because I
think most members-

Mr B. T. Burke: What a disgrace.
Mr GRAYDEN: -would realise pre-

cisely what the Government has done In
this respect.

Mr Bertram: We certainly do.
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Mr GRAYDEN: All sorts of schemes
have been introduced to facilitate appren-
ticeship training. In particular, Western
Australia was the first State in the Com-
monwealth to set up a high level investi-
gation into all aspects of post-secondary
education, including the future role and
place of technical education. Western
Australia's lead in this respect has lately
been followed by South Australia. Victoria,
and now the Commonwealth.

Moves to Institute the new post-
secondary commission are, of course, pro-
ceeding. That represents just somie of
the action that has been taken. Recently
this State had the opportunity to put for-
ward at a conference of State and Com-
monwealth ministers for Labour a pro-
posal which would double the apprentice-
ship intake in Western Australia, and that
proposal is currently being considered by
the other states and the Commonwealth.
Hopefully it will be adopted.

I would point out to the member for
Ascot that in Western Australia at pre-
sent we have about 10 500 apprentices and,
therefore, it will be obvious to him how
advantageous it would be if we could
double the intake of apprentices in this
State and, in deed, throughout Australia,
because I am hopeful all States will adopt
the proposal.

Mr B. T. Burke: Why don't you toss in
a bit of consumer Protection?

Mr (3RAYDEN: This would double the
intake in one move; so it is absolutely
idle for the member for Ascot to speak in
terms of the State being backward in this
respect. -

Mr Bertram: There is a terrible backlog
which You have created.

Mr GRAYDEN: For the information of
the member for Ascot, I repeat the position
that applies in respect of apprentices In
Western Australia. Last year we Increased
our intake by 1 000. Tasmania was the only
other State with an increase; in all other
States apprentice intake figures declined
markedly. That is just another illustration
of what is being done in respect of school
leavers and Young people.

Mr Bryce: And that system needs a
total overhaul.

Mr GRAYIDEN: The member for Ascot
then spoke in terms of the failure to end
the financial discrimination against less
affluent schools In the independent schools
system.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear! That Is a very
good point.

Mr GRAYDEN: Let us see what the
State Government has done for independ-
ent schools. In recognition of the needs of
parents sending children to private schools,
Increased grants have been provided
through amendments to the Education Act.
The present level of subsidy that applies
to private school children stands at 23

per cent of the cost to the State of educa-
ting children in Western Australian Gov-
ernment schools. This Government has
gone far beyond that and has changed the
timing of financial allocations to independ-
ent schools through amendments to the
Education Act. Then again, decisions on
annual grants are now made early enough
to enable schools to plan for the year
ahead. That Is another advance.

Amendments to the Education Act now
allow for two half-yearly payments which
keep the per capita grants to private
schools in continuing relativity to Gov-
ernment school costs. The current per
capita grant is $52 for primary children,
and $95 for secondary children, subject
to further review In September, with in-
creases backdated to the 1st July.

Then I can refer to another advance.
The Interest subsidy to private schools has
now been extended to classrooms and
residential accommodation in these schools.
The subsidy has been tied to the Common-
wealth long-term bond rate. Those are
some of the things this Government has
done for independent schools in Western
Australia. Yet we have a motion saying
the Government has failed to end financial
discrimination against less affluent schools
in the indepedent schools system.

Mr Jamleson: It certainly has.
Mr GRAYDEN: I would be interested

to hear from the member for Ascot from
which Independent schools he would take
money in order to give to the less affluent
schools. Perhaps he will tell us that when
he replies-

Mr Bryce: I will.
Mr GRAYDEN: -because the money

has to come from somewhere.
The motion then refers to the decision

to co-operate with the Fraser Government
in its determination to reintroduce elitism
into tertiary education. What absolute
nonsense! The member for Ascot is sug-
gesting that if a person has two degrees
behind him and is earning a salary of
$45 000 a year, he should be Permitted at
the expense of the Commonwealth to take
another course and obtain another degree,
whilst still earning his $45 000. Members
opposite would like him to earn that money
and take another course at the expense of
the Australian taxpayer.

Mr Jamieson: How much tax is he pay-
ing?

Mr GRAYDEN: Does the member for
Ascot suggest In all sincerity that is a
reasonable proposition?

Mr Jamieson: He Is paying his own
expenses. That is the worst example you
could possibly use. If you can't find a
better one, sit down and shut up.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Ascot
would want people with two degrees and
who are earning $45 000 a year-

Mr Jamieson: Sit down and shut up if
you can't find another one.
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Mr GRAYDEN: -to study for another
degree at the expense of the taxpayer. I

Mr Jamnieson: What a lot of arrant
nonsense.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Ascot
then referred to the mishandling of many
other aspects of the educational system. I
doubt that it is worth while replying to
that part of the motion. We heard quoted
that invaluable document, "Policy and Per-
formance".

Mr H. D. Evans: Costly, but not in-
valuable.

Mr GRAYDEN: To counteract the state-
ment that the Government has mishandled
many aspects of the educational system,
we should read the headings of some of
the accomplishments of the Government in
respect of education. There are 47 such
headings, and of that number only two
have been deferred. There have been ac-
complishments in all fields, and I should
like briefly to refer to some of those which
relate to education.

Mr Jamijeson: We will just check them
with You. I will be able to tell you whether
or not you have accomplished anything.

Mr GRAYDEN: The first heading Is:
"State Rights on Education", under which
the following statement is made-

Although Education is the constitu-
tional responsibility of the States, this
philosophy was under constant threat
from the former Federal Labor Gov-
ernment.

I do not Intend to read the entire perfor-
mance statement; members can read that
for themselves.

Mr Bertram:- You seem to want to leave
that one in a hurry.

Mr GRAYDEN: I have 47 headings to
go through, and I cannot read all of them.
We have already dealt with Pre-school
education and school admission age. The
next heading is: 'Vocationally Oriented
Subjects' under which the following per-
formance statement Is made-

The major emphasis in this area has
been an increase In optional areas of
Achievement Certificate and in the
number of students undertaking Pre-
vocational courses.

Other headings are: Achievement Certifi-
cate, Tertiary Admission Examination.
School Leaving Age. Student Numbers and
Retraining. I would dearly like to have
the time to tell members in detail what
appears under the last heading, because it
is most impressive. The next headings
are: Women's Courses and New Courses.

Mr Jamieson: Just stop there; that is
a. beauty!

Mr Bertram: Will you read that one to
us?

Mr B. T. Burke: Will you expand on
that one?

Mr GRAYDEN: I turn now to the head-
ng of Industry and Commerce. I regret
bat I cannot expand on every heading,
aecause there are 47 of them. The next
headings are:, Counselling Services and
Special Education Council, under which
the following statement Is made-

The Special Education Council was
established in October, 1974 to advise
the Minister for Education on all as-
Pects of special education in Western
Australia.

I turn now to the beading: Teacher Pro-
fessionalism.

Mr Bertram: What page is that?

Mr GRAYDEN: I am reading from page
139. Under the last heading, the following
statement appears-

All the Teachers' Colleges are now
autonomous Colleges of Advanced Edu-
cation.
The whole matter of teacher education
and the State's teaching needs will be
examined by the new Post Secondary
Education Commission.

The next heading is: The Reduced Bond.
whereby the Government has introduced
a scheme to phase-out the teacher bonding
system and implement a scholarship
scheme.

Another heading is: Teachers In Private
Schools, under which barriers to attend-
ance of intending private school teachers
at training colleges have been minimised.
We next read of what has been done under
the heading: 'Teacher Education'. other
headings are: Independent School Aid,
Budgeting-independent Schools, Method
of Payment, and Interest Subsidies, the
last of which now has been extended to
classrooms and residential accommodation
in private schools. other headings are:
Tertiary Education Resources, Special
Tertiary Courses, Remote Areas, Hostel
Spending, Upgrading Quality In Remote
Areas, Text Books, Grants to Parents,
Decentralised. Administration, Teacher
.Performance, Professional Advancement,
Promotion Procedures, Citizens and Class-
rooms, Building Task Force, Advanced Al-
locations, Transport Classrooms. Adult
Education, Sex Discrimination. Class
Sizes, Education Funds, and lastly,
Teacher Aides. I have skipped through
those headings for very good reason.

Mr Jamieson: I am not surprised; you
should be ashamed of Yourself.

Mr GRAYDEN: There are 47 items rep-
senting the achievements of this Gov-
erinent in the field of education.

I repeat that the Government has built
a tremendous edifice in respect of educa-
tion in this State of which it can be ex-
tremely proud, and the comments of the
member for Ascot can be likened to an
Individual walking up to a building and
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throwing mud across the name plate of
that building in the vain hope of obscuring
the edifice behind the name plate.

I believe the Introduction of this ridicu-
lous motion has been a wonderful thing
because it represents an opportunity for
members opposite to learn Precisely what
this Goverrnent has done in the field of
education. in those circumstances, If they
were honest they would reject the motion
on the voices. Certainly, there will not be
a division because they will be ashamed
to vote with the member for Ascot on this
issue.

Mr Skidmore: You almost had won me
over until those last few remarks.

Mr ORAYDEN: In view of the extra-
ordinary record of this Government in
respect of education-a record which can-
not be blemished by cheap criticism of this
kind-I am at a loss to understand how
-someone like the member for Ascot could
come forward with a motion such as this.
He was a teacher at some time in the past,
and should know better; however, his
motion indicates an abysmal lack of the
most elementary knowledge of wh at is
bhappening in Western Australia.

His obvious intention was to move a
relatively long motion and speak to it for
a considerable time in the hope of having
his remarks printed in the Press anid at
the same time excluding anyone from this
side of the House from replying to him.

Mr Bryce: What do you mean? You
have been speaking for the last hour.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Ascot
hoped that by the time he finished his 2*-
hour speech, The West Australian would
have gone to Print, and there would be no
Possibility of any speaker from this side of
the House being able to rebut his remarks
in time to make tomorrow morning's news-
paper.

On this side of the H-ouse there are many
former teachers who have tremendous re-
putations and are highly competent in
their field-unlike the member for Ascot
-who are anxious to speak on this issue-
However, these People have been denied
the opportunity to speak by the member
for Ascot; they will have that opportunity
later, but certainly not in time to rebut
the remarks of the member for Ascot.
Virtually every statement he made was
manifestly incorrect. in those circum-
stances, I deplore the motion and have no
doubt as to its outcome. It will be rejected
in the manner it deserves to be rejected.

MR H. 01. EVANS (Warren-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [10.19 p.m.]:
The House is quite accustomed to the
histrionics displayed by the Minister for
Labour and Industry, but tonight I be-
lieve he has excelled himself. In replying
to the member for Ascot, he descended to
his usual personal attack. By analogy, he
accused the member for Ascot of throwing
-mud at the edifice of education.

Mr O'Connor: The attacks came from
Your side first. You were the ones who
resorted to attacking personalities.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Minister should
stick to his horses.

Mr O'Connor: I get more of a kick out
of them than I will out of your speech.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The attacks levelled
by the Minister for Labour and Industry
were fairly typical of him, and I should
like to refer to some of them. He accused
the member for Ascot of stating that the
next Labor Government would dismantle
the pre-primnary educational system, that
1l-year-olds would not transfer to high
school and that all that has been achieved
by his Government would be set aside.

He then said that to think of the
member for Ascot as a Minister for Edu-
cation would strike terror into the hearts
of all.

Point of Order

Mr BRYCE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I raise
a point of order. it is important that
the figures used by the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education be
tabled. I think under the provisions of
the Standing Orders, having requested that
they be tabled at the timne, I am entitled
to ask that they be tabled at the end of his
speech. That is nornally what we do and I
would appreciate it if the Minister were to
do that. MY request was approved by the
Speaker.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am at a
slight disadvantage in that I was not in
the Chamber at the time the request was
made but I understand the Speaker did
request the Minister to lay the papers on
the Table of the House for the inforna-
tion of members. I ask the Minister to
do that.

The Speaker Resumed the Chair
Mr GRAYDEN: Mr Speaker, you might

recall that what I said was that the papers
would be tabled when Hansard finished
with them, and they have gone to Hansard.

Mr ERYCE: Mr Speaker, if you rule
under the Standing Orders that papers
are to be tabled, does any member have
the right to lay a qualification-

The SPEAKER: Order!I The member
for Ascot will resume his seat. I remember
the incident very clearly. When the muem-
her for Ascot asked whether the papers
could be tabled I explained that private
papers with notations need not be tabled.
If it were a Government file, the position
would be otherwise. I asked the Minister
whether the papers. were in a form that
would enable them to be tabled and he
said that they would be tabled. I said
that the papers would be tabled In due
course. That is the way the matter stands.
if they are with Mansard at present they
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will be released to the House as soon as
they can be returned. I ask the Mansard
reporters to check with the Chief Hansard
Reporter in that respect.

Debate Resumed
Mr H. D. EVANS;- Then the Minister

related a catalogue of the various points
in this perhaps not valuable but certainly
very expensive edition of performances and
promises. The first point that he touched
on was in accord with the motion as
moved by the member for Ascot and con-
cerned the failure of the Government to
lower the admission age to primary schools
to the year in which the child turns
five. The implementation of that election
promise has developed into one of the
most confusing and evasive situations to
be recorded In the annals of this Chamber.
Even at this stage the manner in which
pre-primary education centres have been
established has come about at the expense
to a very large extent of pie-education
centres. To say that there was no pres-
sure on the various pre-educatlon cen-
tres to transfer to the Education De-
partment is fatuous. Two things brought
this about. Firstly, there was direct pres-
sure. When senior offclals from the Edu-
cation Department toured country areas
and put across a point of view to people
who certainly would be at a disadvantage,
to say the least, the result was a foregone
conclusion. Probably there was greater
pressure by way of the inducement of the
waiving of fees. This certainly accounted
for the decision being taken in a number
of instances.

We now have a divided education sys-
tem and it is no understatement to say
that it will be very difficult to resolve the
whole matter. Even at this stage there
are some most questionable aspects of the
overall set-up. The pre-education system
had been developed by dedicated people
over a long period and the level of ad-
visory and supervisory teaching that is of -
fered by the board to these centres is
comparable with anything in Australia. If
we look at those who have advisory and
supervisory roles within the pie-primary
system we will find that there is a distinct
lack of experience In what is a most spe-
cialised and sensitive field.

I wish to touch on the genesis of this
policy because it takes in pre-primary as
well as secondary education. In the policy
speech the Premier stated that pie-school
education would apply to every five-year-
old. Coupled with the moving of the
upper primary students at the age of 11
into the post primary segment of educa-
tion, that seemed to be a very hastily
conceived and, on the surface, rather
appealing education policy. I understand
it was a motion which was submitted from
the great southern area and somehow or
other was passed through the Liberal Party

conference and was written Into the plat-
form. This is the policy the Liberal Party
was landed with.

Shortly after the last election I had
occasion to be with the Minister for
Education at a particular school in the
company of at least half a dozen people.
The question was raised of how the pre-
primary centres were to be instituted. I
pointed out the difficulty in obtaining the
teachers and the classroom facilities. To
my amazement the Minister Informed me
in all seriousness that there would be no
problem because as the grade 71 students
moved into post-primary education there
would be that amount of vacant space
for Pre-primary children in the primary
section and there would be sufficient
teachers. He was forgetting completely
that kindergarten teaching is a vastly
different proposition from any other field
of education. That is why the required
training is for a maximum of three years
and is very stringently laid down. This
was th.s conception the Minister for
Education had even after he had assumed
office.

Members will recall that absolutely no
regard was paid to costing. When the
then Leader of the Opposition challenged
the concept that there would be a cost
of about $200 million involving about 40
high schools to take up the slack of that
year and the pressure of the upper pri-
mary students coming in at the age of 11,
the Premier went to some pains to point
out that he had it all worked out.

That was what he put to the electorate,
and he put it forward in all seriousness.
It was on that basis during the initial
stage of this session of Parliament that
a political party entered into this super-
ficial and unresearched education policy.

The Premier said there would be no
difficulty, and it was simply a matter of
Liberals renting schools. He said that a
State Liberal Government would overcome
the financial obstacles by leasing school
buildings built by private enterprise, if the
Federal Labor Government did not pro-
vide the funds for carrying out school
expansion. This was an expansion which
was inconceivable and impractical in the
context it was put forward.

The Premier turned around and stated
that if the Commonwealth Government
did not provide finance to build the
schools he had his own ideas on financ-
ing already mapped out. That was the
genesis and the practicability of the edu-
cation policy that was put before the
electors of this State. I doubt whether
in modern times there has been a greater
example of impracticability. Whilst I did
deplore for one moment the words used
by the member for Ascot in his motion
"as a confidence trick", the steps taken
by the Government cannot be described
as anything else.
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In his contribution to the debate the
Minister itemised the various points as
they appear in the motion of the member
for Ascot. The matters referred to in
paragraphs (b) and (c) of the first part
of the motion were deferred by him, and
no explanation was given. Paragraph (bi
refers to the transfer of children from
primary to secondary school at the end
of the year in which the child turns 11
years of age. The Minister gave 'no ex-
planation; he only accused the Common-
wealth Government of creating inflation
that prevented the necessary construction
work from being undertaken. What
poppycock! No start has been made on
the planning of a programme of this kind.
The cost of $200 million would render such
a programme absolutely hopeless-infla-
tion or no inflation. To use an excuse as
lame as that does not reflect any credit
on the Minister.

In respect of paragraph (d) of the
first Dart of the motion which is as
follows--

To award the Achievement Certi-
ficate at the end of the fourth year in
secondary school;.

I am afraid the Minister's explanation was
completely incomprehensible. I would
defy any member to give a reasoned
explanation of what the Minister said,
unless he had seen beforehand the notes
the Minister was using.

Paragraph (e) of the first part of the
motion is as follows-

To limit student numbers to 1 000
for high schools covering years one
to four;

The only defence of and justification for
the Government's policy is that this pro-
posal Is being implemented at Willetton
High School, and there are five other
high schools where this Is being achieved.
There are a further dozen high schools
to which the Minister referred where the
limit of 1 000 students would be attained
in due course. At least In this regard
there is a start, but now we are nearly
at the end of the three-year term of the
Present Government. Certainly it Is
expected of a political party to achieve the
programme it put farward in the election
campaign during Its term of three years.
That is what the people expect. Now, at
the end of 24 years of office this Govern-
ment has made a start in achieving the
limit In the high school numbers.

As far as paragraph (f) of the first
part of the motion is concerned there was
no comment by the Minister.

I turn to paragraph (h) of the first
Part which states-

To Introduce a per capita State
Assistance Grant for the running
Costs of every approved or permit
holding pre-school education centre;

The Minister explained that a grant of $4;
would apply to approved schools whici
may Claim that amount. It would spe
that out of the total of 370-odd schools
there are 30 which are receiving that sum
To suggest that such payment has Eul,
filled the terms of the promise made it
the policy speech is not only ludicrous bu
most distorting.

Turning to paragraph Ca) of the seconc
part of the motion which states--

Unprecedented financial assistanci
f or education from the Australiar
Labor Government in 1974-1975;

the Minister gave an alternative set o:
figures to those from which the membei
for Ascot quoted. Because I have thi
figures in front of me, I can only repeal
that the figures quoted by the Ministei
did not include the amount allocated t(
tertiary education. This is direct pay-
ment from the Schools Commission tc
this State, and it yielded a sum of $59.162
million in the biennial period of 1974-75
This payment being from the Schoob
Commission for that biennium, it does no!
include the normal State funding; and the
State funding had been received at a
greater amount than hitherto. The per-
centage increase under the Whiam, Gov-
ernment was very, considerable.

That meant all State Governments had
a greater sum to devote to education than
they had previously. In addition to that
the funds from the Schools Commission
of $ 59.168 million are involved. Had it
not been for this additional funding from
the Commonwealth Government the pres-
ent State Government would have been in
a disastrous position in view of the
promises It had made. It was only the
generosity of a Commonwealth Labor
Government which got the State Govern-
ment out of the mire.

Mr Laurance: It was very illusory gener-
osity.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Paragraph (b) of the
second part of the motion is as follows-

The Premier's undertaking in 1974
that a State Liberal Governiment
would overcome financial obstacles to
its education programme by leasing
school buildings built by private enter -
prise;

Mr Laurance: It is a magnificent con-
cept.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Minister gave
a magnificent answer! It was absolutely
nothing, because there is no answer to
this concept. What the Minister did say
was "of what consequence is It?" The
only consequence is that this was a solemn
election undertaking given to the people
of Western Australia.

When we are dealing with the subject of
education we realise it is a concept which
we expect to be taken seriously, especially
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when it is put forward as a promise in an
election campaign. Yet the Minister says
it is of no consequence. He said that
because the promise had served its pur-
pose and the election had been won. As
tar as paying the score is concerned, the
Minister has said. "Let us not worry about
that or the honesty of the statements
made."

In dealing with the third part of the
motion the Minister got onto new ground.
Paragraph (I) of that part is as follows--

Failure to recognise the ixnrnedl-
ate need for assistance to students in
their transition from school to work
at a time when Western Australia is
experiencing a record high level of
unemployed Young people;

The Minister's retort to that was an
apprenticeship scheme had been inno-
vated in this State, and it was being fol-
lowed in the other States; and that the
intake of apprentices had doubled in
Western Australia. The question of
apprentices represents only a very small
part of the overall problem. It is a pebble
at the moon. I give him credit for achiev-
ing what he has done In the apprentice-
ship scheme, but it is so small and
restrictive, and does so little to overcome
the total problem, that it does not really
merit consideration in the overall context.

I would like to take a moment to illus-
trate what is involved at this time. Unemn-
ploynient in Western Australia is-and will
become Increasingly-a problem which
must be faced. I can remember clearly
the words of the Premier on the occasion
of a debate in this House when he talked
about unemployment and just whose
responsibility it was. He castigated the
Tonkin Government for its actual perfonn-
ance.

Bearing that in mind, we find that at
the present time in this State unemploy-
ment is at a record level. There has been
nothing like it since the depression days.
At the end of 1974 there were 3 639 unem-
ployed people at the age of 21, of whom
220 were school leavers. At the end of
August, 1976, there were 7 731 unemployed
young people under the age of 21, of whom
620 were school leavers. This means that
in the last two years unemployment among
school leavers has increased by 200 per
cent.

But that is not the full story. While it
can be seen that at August, 1976, there
were still 620 school leavers jobless, no
record is shown of those youngsters who
would have gone back to school in the
hope that in another year they would be
better equipped to take their place in the
work force or at least better equipped to
have the opportunity to find employment.

It is worth mentioning that In the 2k
years the Government has been in office
the number of registered unemployed
people under the age of 21 in Western

Australia has risen from 2 669 at the end
of March, 1974, to 7 731 In August, 1976,
an increase of 190 per cent.

What is more, the Education Depart-
ment estimates there will be over 20 000
young people leaving school ink the next
three months. If I recall the headline in
The Sunday Times of a week ago last
Sunday, it stated in bold print that 60
Per cent of the school leavers could expect
to find themselves unemployed in Western.
Australia, That is the state of affairs
with which we are confronted. However,
unfortunately that is not where it ends.

The effect of unemployment on those
young people Is of such a magnitude that
it could affect them for the rest of their
lives. In the last two weeks on two occa-
sions I have listened to radio talks, the
second on Sunday morning last, when a
senior officer of the Social Security
Department gave his professional views on
what the situation entailed. He pointed
out that in the first few weeks these
young people devoted their time to an
endeavour to find work. Thbis endeavour
was fairly pressurised, and involved an
expenditure on fares. However, af ter
several weeks of sheer frustration and dis-
couragement, depression began to settle in.
The sense of failure and frustration appar-
ently has to be experienced in that situa-
tion to be fully appreciated. The total
eff ect on the individuals is considered to
be soul destroying and could blight their
entire lives. If it continued for too long,
they could possibly end up by being unac-
ceptable in the work force. This is the
situation which is confronting the Gov-
ernnent and in regard to which it is
failing miserably.

Mr Laurance: We have removed the
cause.

Mr H. D. EVANS: He is not in the
Chamber, but the Premier had his own
solution; and I am glad the member for
Qascoyne interjected when he did because
it is probably apposite to quote from Haln-
sard of the 16th August, 1972, as follows--

In my opinion it is the responsi-
bility of a Government to provide
opportunities for the work force. It
is drafted to do that job when it was
elected. This is a State responsi-
bility.

Mr Laurance: And work opportunities
are increasing in the State, as you know.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Premier went
on to say-

We must create employment oppor-
tunity for young people.

The following is found in the policy
speech-

A State Liberal Government will
have a Programme of strong, well
planned economic growth.
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It will give Western Australia the
economic and financial strength to
achieve a better total way of life for
its people.

The objectives will be;
Members opposite probably know them,
but I would like to reiterate them as fol-
lows-

A rising standard of living.
Security against unemployment.
A broader range of career oppor-

tunities in existing enterprise and new
projects selectively encouraged for the
purpose.

What have we? We have unemployment
such as we have not seen since the great
depression, and this is a State responsi-
bility in the words of the Premier himself.
Not only that, but in the same debate in
August, 1972, the Premier said-

If given the opportunity to per-
form we will solve the problem.

By interjection I asked how long it would
take and he stated-

Within six months of getting back
into office and sorting out some of the
mness which has been created.

That was his reply and the attitude he
adopted. It is the tone he engendered right
throughout his political campaign. I thank
the member for Gascoyne for drawing my
attention to that point. I would have hated
to forget it.

Mr Laurance: My pleasure.
Mr H. D. EVANS: On the question o

unemployment, a Roman Catholic social
worker in Melbourne expressed the same
fears which the senior officer of the Social
Security Department enunciated.

In reply to the member for "Barko"
who, by way of interjection, asked my
leader to indicate who had referred to the
young people as dole bludgers, I did not
have the opportunity to interject then,
but I inform him now that on one
occasion, when sitting at a dinner with
the Premier, he made no bones about
the fact in a derogatory manner just what
he thought of those who were taking
advantage of the dole. He did not use
the expression "dole bludger", but he cer-
tainly left no misunderstanding in the
minds of those listening to him of his
contempt.

Mr Clarko: That leaves the statement
as Is.

Mr Jamieson: Don't be too quick.
Mr H. D). EVANS: I would like to quote

from the words of the member for South
Province.

Mr Barrnett: I think he is a Iberal
Mr H. D. EVANS: The following

appeared in the Press-
"Dole Bludgers" were a noose around

the neck of Federal and State govern-
menits, both Liberal and Labor, he said
in State Parliament last night.

Mr Davies: We accept your apology.
Mr Laurance: He is not the member for

South Province.
Mr H. Da EVANS: The member for

Karrinyup was asking for an example and
I have just obliged him with a definite
illustration.

The term "dole bludger" has been fos-
tered by the Government opposite. It was
done deliberately, methodically, and for the
purpose of discrediting the Whitamn Cloy-
erment. it did discredit the Whitlam
Government at the cost of blighting the
lives of many people.

Mr Sodeman: What has that to do with
education?

Mr H. D. EVANS:. Perhaps I should also
point out that the problem of "dole
bludgers" has been resolved because there
will not be any dole at Christmas time.
Social security payments are to be term-
inated over the Christmas period so for
three months 60 per cent of school leavers
will have an unhappy Christmas to look
forward to. That is the colour of the
Government opposite.

Mr Sodeman: I hope you are consistent
in your comments about derogatory
remarks.

Mr H. D. EVANS: They certainly merit
the retort they received, I think the Mem-
ber opposite will agree.

Mr Sodeman: A few other remarks
such as "scabs" have been used. You do
not hear those remarks coming from this
side of the House.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I do not think that
is germane to this debate. However, I hope
I will be able to do something about
answering the remark.

The Minister Proceeded to talk. in terms
of grants which were made to overcome
financial discrimination against the less
affluent schools in the Independent schools
system. It is true that 23 per cent of the
cost to the State occurs by way of grants
to the independent schools system. How-
ever, that is not the relevant point which
the member for Ascot was making. He
was talking in terms of disbursement on
a needs basis to overcome overcrowding
and shortage of staff, and to improve the
availability of facilities. That Is the situa-
tion to which the member for Ascot was
referring. I suggest that the principle of
a needs basis will apply, in the future,
beyond the existing limit if the member
for Ascot has his way, and on the occasion
when he is in a position to do something
about It.

When referring to Paragraph 3 (iii) of
the motion-the Government's decision to
co-operate with the Fraser Government
In Its determination to reintroduce elitism
Into tertiary education-the Minister gave
a rather Inane and unfortunate example
of a person earning $45 000 per year being
able to take a further degree. I do not
think any person in this House could give
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an illustration, or an example, of that
actually having occurred. The Minister
failed to appreciate fully that with modemn
technology a single degree is not of very
great significance.

It has been estimated that a scientist is
usually about 37 years of age before he
can make a contribution of his own to the
total of the world's knowledge. The world's
knowledge has probably doubled in the last
10 years. and it is possible that it will
double at a progressively faster rate. If
we are to maintain our position as a
technological country, and as a country
which can take Its place in the modern
world, we must have persons who are
educated and trained to a level which en-
ables them to participate as world citizens
in an international field of world scientists.
That Is not possible on a single degree.
Doctorates are becoming almost as com-
monplace as degrees were when I was a
boy. That is the direction of the education
pattern.

To deny a person a second degree on the
spurious grounds that someone earning
$45 000 a year could sneak in and obtain
a degree totally overlooks service to the
community and the needs of the State. I
do not know of any person on $45 000 a
year who has taken a second degree. It is
necessary for research scientists to have
more than one degree.

The Minister failed to take into account
the difficulties associated with administer-
ing a loan system. To peg the allowance
at the level of 42 per cent will disadvan-
tage a great number of students who
should be given the opportunity to take a
course. The effect of reimposing a system
of loans will place a millstone around the
neck of a student who Is seeking a career.
It will place strain and Pressure on those
Youngsters who have a chance to pull
through on their own abilities, and their
own efforts and merits.

I agree with the member for Ascot that
this policy seems to be a reversion to what
we knew not so long ago, before the advent
of the Whitlam Government. It will be a
sorry day for Western Australia when it
actually occurs.

If the present State Government Is to
stake its reputation on Its educational
achievements, I would say the member for
Ascot would appear to be a certainty for
the position of Minister for Education in
the not too distant future.

MR LAUIRANCE (Gascoyne) [10.58
p.m.]: I oppose the motion brought down
by the member for Ascot. I think the
motion Is an example of the member's
love of verbiage and his desire to be seen
as a master of rhetoric. We consider it
to be a tedious motion introduced by a
tedious speaker and his speech went on
ad nauseam.

Mr Bryce: That Is a complimentary
remark.

Mr LAURANCE: Nevertheless, I thank
the member for Ascot for moving a cen-
sure motion at this stage because members
on this side of the House appreciate
nothing more than an opportunity to de-
bate a motion of this kind.

I appreciate that the job of the Opposi-
tion in this House is to attack the Gov-
ernment, and I will be delighted if those
attacks are continued on the basis of try-
ing to show weaknesses in our strongest
points.

Mr Jamieson: We do not need to worry
about the next election if that is your
attitude.

Mr LAURANCE: It is well known that
education is perhaps one of the strongest
points of the Performance of this Gov-
ernment. We, on this side of the House,
can appreciate the frustration of the
mover of the motion bseause having pre-
viously been an educator in this State he
has been placed in the difficult position
of having to stand up for his party which
has a lack-lustre unimaginative education
policy.

Mr Jamieson: It is the greatest in the
country.

Mr LAURANCE: Education was prob-
ably the most significant issue at the time
of the last election.

Mr Jamieson: It was.
Mr Bryce: It was a confidence trick.
Mr LAURANCE: It was the Liberal and

National Country Party coalition which
met the challenge.

Mr Jamieson: Nonsense. You would
have got nowhere with education bad the
Federal Government not changed.

Mr LAURANCE: The Labor Party had
nothing to offer on this most vital issue.
If it has not broadened its outlook as a
result of its experience, it should have
done.

Mr Bryce: You would know all about
confidence tricks.

Mr Bertram: What is a confidence
trick, anyhow?

Mr LAURANCE: It was the coalition
parties which met this challenge and
showed the electorate they had a lot to
offer in the field of education. They sub-
sequently proved they could deliver the
goods. The coalition parties came out
with a very forward-looking, far-reach-
ing, imaginative, and decisive policy, and
once having put the policy to the electorate
they got on with the job, to the annoyance
and despair of the member who moved the
motion. Not only was the policy good but
it is also working. It is not only we who
say it is good. The ACER made comments
in its research document that it was the
most imaginative education policy put out
in any State of Australia.

Mr Bryce: When did the ACER make
that statement?
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Mr LAURANCE: Prior to the last
election.

Mr Jamnieson: Many people attacked it
immediately afterwards.

Mr LAUR.ANCE: The member for Ascot
knows it is working. We all know it is
working. The few members opposite who
have had the courtesy'to be present while
I have been speaking know it is working.
The member for Ascot sits there alone.
I feel sorry for him; he is a pathetic
figure.

Parents are delighted with the perform-
ance of the Government in education.
Since the election it has been shown the
Policy is a very sound one and is accept-
able to the public. The mover of the
motion and the Da2puty Leader of the
Opposition, who has Just resumed his seat,
spoke with tongue in cheek about who will
become the next Minister for Education.
They know education is a very difficult
area because of its importance to the
electorate, and it has been handled
magnificently by the present Minister, He
has carried out his duties in a vigorous
and decisive way, and has been able to
translate the Policy into performance. I
congratulate him for it.

Mr Bryce: What he knows about educa-
tion you could write on the back of a
Postage stamp.

Mr LAUIRANCE. Perhaps he learnt in
the school of hard knocks. The member
for Ascot has never moved outside the
educational system. He is a very insular
little fellow.

Mr Bertram: I would not get onto the
size of him If I were you.

Mr LAURANCE: The member for Ascot
mentioned a whole host of things and
I think the Minister for Labour and In-
dustry, who was the previous speaker from
this side of the House, has more than
adequately rebutted all the points made.
I do not intend to go over them again.
They have been made in a wearisome
fashion by two speakers on the other side
of the House.

I was incensed by some of the state-
ments the mover of the motion made in
relation to Federal financing. He sug-
gested we should be bowing and scraping
and giving thanks for all the wonderful
things that happened and that it was only
the Federal Labor Government which
made them possible.

Mr Bryce: I did not say that. I said
"despite unprecedented financial assist-
ance for education"

Mr LAURANCE: The honourable mem-
ber mentioned a figure of $59 million.
and so on. Certainly it was extra money
but how much did it mean in real term?
The honourable member is well aware that

the cost of establishing educational facil-
ities increased in a far greater proportion
than did the amount of funds coming to
this State.

Another very important aspect of Fed-
eral funding is that much of that money
was spent on the fringe areas of educa-
tion and not on the basics, on which the
parents want it to be spent. A situation
arose in a school In my electorate where
the teachers were going on strike because
of a particular need at the school. At the
same time Federal money was provided for
carpets. We asked, "What about trans-
ferring that money to vital needs for the
school?" However, we were not allowed
to do that under the tied grants. It had
to be spent on carpets. We wanted some-
thing far mote important than carpets but
we were not allowed to have it. We could
not have it for the basics but we could
have it for anything else. It was stupid.
and members opposite know it.

Another point about Federal funding
which worried me was that we were losing
control over our education policy. It was
a most undesirable feature of Federal
funding. members do not have to take
it from me what the people of this State
felt about centralism and our losing con-
trol; the people made their thoughts on
that subject known last December.

Mr Jamieson: That is not so.

Mr LAUJRANCE: The only reason we
achieved anything in this State with Fed-
eral funding was that the present Minis-
ter was able to break the nexus with es-
calating construction costs in the educa-
tion field. That is the only way we have
been able to get value for the money. The
Minister has made giant strides In getting
more for the money.

I would like to make some points about
a number of areas. Although the motion
was very far-ranging, the member for
Ascot spent most of his time talking about
the kindergartens. That is the area he
seemed to come back to. He did not speak
for long about tertiary and apprentice-
ship requirements. So I would also like
to talk about the pre-primary aspect of
the motion.

The Member for Ascot knows-and if
he does not he is the only one who does
not-this Is a wonderful concept. Parents
are delighted at the way it is proceeding.
There is more parent involvement in this
aspect of education than in any other. The
member for Ascot made great play about
whether or not it was primary education.
He knows it Is primary experience. These
children attend primary school.

Mr Bryce: Your minister said It was
pro-school and they would get pro-school
experience free of charge.
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Mr LAURANCE: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition used another term which
has not been used in the debate tonight.
The member for Ascot can call it what
be likes. It Is a very successful pre-primn-
ary programme which is proceeding mag-
nificently. The incorporated centres are
better equipped than they were previ-
ously and there is more parent involve-
ment than existed previously.

Mr Bryce: Rubbish!
Mr LAUJRANCE: in my area the incor-

poration of existing pre-school centres was
welcomed with open arms. One centre
could not meet its financial Commitments
to the shire. Some people had accepted
responsibility on a number of committees
over the years because other people had
said, "My child does not attend the centre
any longer; it Is someone else's financial
burden." My heart goes out to those
people. They welcomed the incorporation
with open arms. It gave them an oppor-
tunity to meet that commitment on behalf
of the community as a whole. A few
people in that situation had had to bear
the burden for the community.

Another centre met with some opposi-
tion. When incorporation was discussed
at various meetings, two people In par-
ticular went out of their way to stir up
dissent within the community. Both of
themn were employees in the system. I
believe one of them was anxious to be
transferred to Perth and remain in the
Pre-school situation. Both of them have
since been transferred because their hus-
bands were transferred in their employ-
ment. They had purely personal motives
in stirring up dissent and they would have
left parents the legacy of having to pay
fees for an additional 12 months. Thank-
fully, I was able to ensure that did not
happen. Some $6 500 in fees would have
been paid this year by those parents had
the opposition not been overcome. The
parents are absolutely delighted the way it
is working out for them.

That has been my Personal experience
in my electorate. Other members have
indicated similar experiences in their
electorates and I can say that in these
cases, where it has not gone smoothly-

Mr Skidmore: You didn't ask me-
Mr LAURANCE: -it must have been

due to personal obstruction.
Mr B. T. Burke: Why have not more of

themn transferred if that is true?
Mr LAURANCE: Perhaps It is because

of lack of representation-they cannot see
the benefits.

Mr Sodeman: Where is the pressure?
Several memibers interjected.
Mr LAURANCE: The final point-if the

member for Ascot and, indeed, a member
on my own side will allow me to interject
for a moment-i would like to make is

that a new pre-primary centre has been
constructed in my electorate. I am told
the site was selected as the result of an
independent survey and its selection had
nothing whatever to do with me. How-
ever, this pre-primary centre is at a prim-
ary school in the area where I live, and
so my five-year-old son goes along to the
East Carnarvoni Pre-Prznary Centre. It
was a very moving experience for me
when he attended that centre. I have been
involved with the parents' commnittee and
the busy-bees, Just as many other parents
have been. It has been wonderful for me,
after my own experience of being involved
in education for many years. to see my
own son attending this pre-primnary
centre.

Mr Jamieson: Who paid for that one?
Mr Bryce: Is it any different from a

pre-school centre?
Mr LAURANCE: I believe so. He Is not

my only child-
Mr Bryce: Have you had experience on

the committee of a pre-school centre?
Mr LAURANCE: If the honourable mem -

ber would like me to spell it out for him,
yes. I have another child who attended
a different centre. This is not my only
child.

Mr Bryce: Pretty virile, aren't you?
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr LAURANCE: Can t move on-
Mr. Bertram: Yes, just move on.

Mr LAURANCE: -to another point?
This matter was mentioned by the Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Educa-
tion In this Chamber. Although the motion
contains a number of topics, the member
far Ascot concentrated on a few of them
only. He failed to mention a whole host
of activities which have taken place in the
field of education and for which people of
this State are very grateful. I would like
to come to the matter of the development
of community use of school facilities which
has been espoused by members on the
other side as being most desirable.

Mr Barnett: What sort of use can you
get from a pre-primnary centre?

Mr LAURANCE: I would like to explain
to the member that I have moved on to
another point.-I am sorry if he cannot
keep up with me.

Mr Bertram: We don't usually have
much trouble on this side keeping up with
conservatives.

Mr LAURANCE: It has been espoused
by the other side of the House as being
a very desirable objective to have more
commnunity use of school facilities. I have
listened with very great intent to a num-
ber of things said in this H-ouse.
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Mr Skidmore, You certainly made a
mess-

Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Blaikie): I

think If the honourable member Ignores
the interjections and proceeds with his
speech it would be better.

Mr LAURANCE., Thank you, Sir, I was
endeavouring to do that.

Mr Bertram: And making a poor job
of It.

Ur LAURANCE: I want to make one
paint: I can remember the member for
Morley making a number of statements in
the House on this subject. I took this
matter seriously and I endeavoured to
make myself as much aware as I could
of the possibilities in this field. I made
sure that I visited new developments Inter-
state to discover just what was happening
there, and I hoped that my area would
pioneer the way in the community use of
school facilities.

Mr Bertram: Did this include the
Northern Territory?

Mr LAURANCE: I looked into the joint
use of the funds of local government and
the Education Department. As members
know, they can read this for themselves In
the wonderful document entitled "Policy
and Performance".

Mr Bryce: If the Premier saw you being
cheeky you would be in trouble.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Premier has not
been too happy all nigt-he is embar-
rassed.

Mr LAURANCE: Several centres will be
built using joint financing from local gov-
ernment and the Education Department. A
number of difficulties have arisen, and
members opposite have told us all about
those. However, the Labor Government
could not break the deadlock; It could not
bring in anything purposeful. I believe this
Government is on the threshold of achiev-
ing great things in this field. I hope that
my area will be chosen as we have done
a great deal of the ground work and we
have put up a wonderful case.

Mr Bryce: When you talk of threshholds
you sound very much like your leader.

Mr LAURANCE: We have looked into
this with the Education Department. We
have worked out how to generate finance
and how to manage such a project. I am
hopeful that one of the first such facilities
will be established in my area because we
have undertaken a great deal of pioneering
work in this field. It is In this area that
the State Governument has achieved a
good proportion of Its education poicy-
that Is, in the field of community use of
school facilities.

Mr Skidmnore: Do you think that Is
something that came in all of a sudden?

Mr LAURANCE: The Labor Party has
never done anything about it.

Mr Skidmore: Come off it--I have been
involved in this for 15 years. What a Jot
of rubbish.

Mr LAURANCE: I hope that In 15
months I will be able to achieve more than
the honourable member has achieved in
15 years.

Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Elaikie):

Order!
Mr LAURANCE: Not one project in this

State has been achieved on a Joint fund-
ig basis, and the honourable member

knows it.
Mr Bryce: You will not be in Govern-

ment long, and so it will not matter.
Mr Bertram: Notwithstanding the

crooked boundaries!
Mr LAUTRANCE: That interjection cer-

tainly does not need answering.
Several members Interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Elalkie):

Order!
Mr LAUTRANCE: I want to move on to

another aspect of education that certainly
was not mentioned by the mover of the
motion. This is a very important section
of education, and I believe the Govern-
ment can be very proud of its achievement
In the field of rural education. I believe
people in rural areas were Ignored corm-
pletely by the previous Labor Government.
These are ruggedly independent people
who are very perceptive, and in the remote
areas they will not have a bar of Trades
Hall stooges as their representatives in this
place.

Mr Bryce: You have been saving that
phrase for a long time.

Mr Bertram: flow long did that take
you to work out?

Mr LAURANCE: I thought for a moment
that members opposite were going to miss
it.

Mr Bertram: You are showing a lot of
promise-that is a very novel outburst.

Mr LAURANCE: I thank the honourable
member. These rural people are really
disadvantaged in our education system.
The Government can be very proud that
it recognised this disadvantage and it has
done a great deal about it.

Mr Bryce: What has it done about the
correspondence schools?

Mr LAURANCE: Let us look at the im-
provement in the living-away -from-home
allowance. During the term of the Tonkin
Government the Commonwealth Govern-
ment brought in an allowance for isolated
children. In Queensland-the only other
State with similar problems to ours--this
amount was Paid to parents as an addi-
tional allowance. However, the Tonkin
Government chose to withdraw the State



[Wednesday, 15 September, 1976] 54

Government allowance. The present State
Government reintroduced the allowance
and so at the moment parents of children
living away from home receive an allow-
ance from both Federal and State Gov-ernments. That Is accepted thankfully
throughout the State.

We have established additional high
schools in country areas.

Mr Bertram: Helping the people-left.
right, and centre!

Mr LAIUANCE: We have reintroduced
the system of itinerant teachers. I know
the advantage of this system from my
own personal experience of speaking to
people living in remote areas in my elec-
torate, and particularly those mothers who
are responsible for teaching their own
children. Most of these women have had
no previous experience to help them carry
out this work and they really appreciate
the reappearance of the itinerant teachers.

The isolated schools matriculation pro-
gramme is another very interesting con-
cept and it is being accepted throughout
the country areas. I1 am pleased to say
that the Minister has given me an assur-
ance that the programme will commence
in one of the district high schools in my
electorate next year. I know It will be
welcomed by the people of the area.

The member for Ascot mentioned, by
way of interjection, thie correspondence
school. Improvements have been under-
taken at the correspondence school and a
recent announcement was made about
additions to staff, improved office accom-
modation, and so on.

Still referring to the Government's
rural education Policy, I would like to
refer to the Chidley Point Centre.

Mr Bryce: Who built the Chidley Point
Centre? It was authorised by Mr Dolan
when he was Minister for Education.
Check your facts. It was designed and the
decision made while we were in Gov-
ernment.

Mr LAURANCE: I was proud at least
to be able to attend the opening of that
facility and its performance-

Mr Bryce: You claim credit for it?
Mr LAURANCE: I said I was at its

opening.
Mr Bryce: This centre was set up by

the Labor Government, and your Gov-
ernment did not do a. thing for it.

Mr LAU'RANCE: As a remedial assess-
ment and treatment centre It is a wonder-
ful thing for parents of Children living
in isolated areas.

Mr Bryce: It is a monument to the
Tonkin Labor Government.

Mr Bertram: A most original centre!
Mr LAURANCE* The Tonkin Govern-

ment took away the itinerant teachers,
took away the living-away-from-home al-
lowance, talked about this centre, hut it
is now off the ground.

Mr Jamieson: We did not only talk
about it, it was being built when you took
office.

Mr LAURAN4CE: The Tonkin Govern-
men t took away many other things, but
I will not weary the House by going into
those.

Mr Skidmore: You had better not!
Mr LAURANCE: I could mention other

improvements such as pre-school of the
air and the single -side-band radios on
lease. All these have been of assistance
to people living in rural areas. They are
very positive achievements, and greatly
appreciated by the rural people. and mem-
bers will realise that these remote areas
make up a great percentage of our State.

The latest poii figures show that public
acceptance of the education policy of this
State is considerably higher than it is in
any other State in the Commonwealth. I
believe this indicates that the People know.

Mr Bryce: Where do the figures come
from?

Mr LAURANCE: Obviously the Oppo-
sition does not know, just as it does not
know in respect of education.

Mr Jamieson: Where did you get the
figures from?

Mr LAURANCE: This means the Oppo-
sition is out of touch.

Mr Jamieson: Where did you get the
figures from?

Mr LAURANCE: They are Gallup poll
figures which I will provide to the Oppo-
Sition later. I think this indicates the
opposition is sadly out of touch in the
field of education.

Mr Bryce: It sounds like a Liberal sur-
vey to me.

Mr LAURANCE: The Opposition is out
of touch with education, just as it is out
of touch with other things such as matters
connected with the police, and just as it
is also sadly out of touch with the royal-
ists and the moralists in our community.

Mr Jamnieson: You would be the greatest
one of those; yours are lower than anyone
I know.

Mr LAURANCE: If members opposite
had any friends within the last few
months, they have lost them as a result
of this motion. I believe the Government
is to be congratulated on its performance
in the field of education, and I oppose the
motion.

MR CARR (Geraldton) [11.21 P.m.]:
The subject of education Is one of the
major problems in my electorate of Gerald-
ton. I therefore feel obliged to make a
contribution to this debate. The Problems
in education and the concern that has
been expressed In Geraldton cover the full
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range of all aspects of education as admin-
istered by the State Education Depart-
ment. These range from school conditions
and the extent of overcrowding through
to old buildings, the lack of new schools,
and that type of problem. There is also
great concern in the Geraldton electorate
regarding the policy of this Government.

There was concern 2+ years ago when
the policy proposals were announced, and
People are still concerned that there is a
Possibility that the Government may im-
plement some of its education policy.

I think it is important that we consider
the climate in which this policy was
drafted; and I refer to the March, 1974
State election. As all members would be
aware, at that time there was a Federal
Labor Government In office-a Govern-
ment which made some mistakes , but
which also had many achievements to its
credit. It is very widely regarded that the
achievements of the Labor Government
were probably greatest in the field of edu-
cation.

So we had a situation in which the
Liberal Party of this State was approach-
ing a State election and was very con-
cerned that the State election campaign
would be dominated, as someone said
earlier, by the subject of education and,
in particular, by the performance of the
Whitlam Government in education. So the
Liberal Party deliberately set out to con-
fuse the subject of education and somehow
to get the performance of the Federal
Labor Government In respect of educa-
tion out of the mind of the people. This
was a most difficult task to achieve, be-
cause people throughout the country were
very much appreciative of the vastly
greater amounts of money spent on educa-
tion by the Whitlam Government, and my
electorate of Geraldton was no exception.

I would briefly note some of the contri-
butions made to education in Geraldton
by the Whitlam Government, which made
local people very much aware of the per-
formance of that Government. Firstly, a
new technical school was announced, and
it is presently being built. A special school
was built.

Mr Watt: But who determined the
priority?

Mr CARR: It is of no use determining
Priorities if there is no money to spend.
Three library-resource centres were con-
structed. The State Government was not
prepared to provide these centres. It was
a Federal Government initiative.

Mr Watt: Where do State Governments
always get their money?

Mr CARR: Perhaps the member will tell
us; I believe he is speaking next.

Mr Clarko: The Federal contribution is
only 10 per cent of the Budget.

Mr CARR: I am sorry, it is the member
for Karrlnyup who is going next. The
Geraldton Senior High School received a

new hall-gymnasium. St. Patrick's Col-
lege received a new library and science
block. A new pre-school centre was
built at Rangeway, and the Allendale
Primary School received new rooms.
There is an interesting story In respect
of the latter. Funds were provided by
the Federal Government In a programme
to replace the old Bristol classrooms.
Three new classrooms were built to re-
place the Bristols, but then the Bristols
were moved about 30 yards in the school
grounds and were used again as classrooms
thus avoiding the provision of further
replacement funds to do the real job of
providing new classrooms.

A new community education centre has
been funded, and is operating successfully;
and a camp school has been provided at
Bluff Point.

The point I am making is that the prime
subject in the minds of many people In
March, 1974, was education, and the per-
formance of the Whitlan Federal Govern-
ment was uppermost. So the Liberals then
had somehow to obscure the issue. They
had to defuse education as an issue work-
ing against them, and they set out deliber-
ately to deceive people as to what the
Labor Government had done in Can-
berra, and to distract the attention of
people from the achievements of the
Whitlamn Government. They set out to con
people with this grab bag of policies which
was thrust upon us.

The Liberals set out to turn education
into a confused issue, and that is precisely
what they did; and that is the reason this
policy was formed in the way it was.

Mr Clarko: You are completely incor-
rect.

Mr CARR: It was stated that the policy
was formed by a panel of experts, and it
is worth looking at that committee. It
was composed of 13 members of whom,
incidentally, only 11 have been named.

Mr Bryce: The other two are faceless.
Mr CARR: Yes, the other two are face-

less; and this is in a party which talks
about our faceless men of the past.

Mr Laurance: We did not have 36 of
them.

Mr CARR: Of the 11 members who have
been named, we find that six were either
members or former members of the Parlia-
ment. or endorsed candidates who were to
become members of Parliament. As we
look down the list we find names such as
Mr Mensaros, Mr Clarko, the Hon. Mv.
McAleer, the Hon. Rt. J. L. Williams, Mr
Ray Young, and Mr Maurie Williams. I
do not see anyone there who would be
classified as being an expert. Certainly
they are people who are interested in the
field of education and who have some
experience, but that does not mean they
are expert.
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Mr Clarko: That means you are not an
expert.

Mr CARE: It would appear to me that
these are people who were very much
aware of the political situation, and they
were not as concerned with the educa-
tional aspects as they were with political
aspects. I feel they set out to defuse the
education issue, and they endleavoured to
do so by producing this grab bag of prom-
ises. They did so without any consultation
with the people who were required to put
education Promises into effect. They did
not consult teachers, parents, or children.

Mr Clarko: That is incorrect.

Mr Bryce: And when the Minister was
challenged he said that if people wished
to be consulted they should join the Liberal
Party.

Mr Clarko: How can you possibly make
that statement as an intelligent person
when you have no Idea of what the com-
mittee did? Admit that you have no idea.

Mr CARR: I was a teacher at the time.
and I was most interested In what was
going on in the field of education, as any
professional person should be: and these
aspects of the policy were not raised in
the public forum or in educational circu-
lars in this State. The policy was formed
by these people without any form of con-
sultation with people In the field. It was
shown later that there had been no con-
sultation, because when teachers, children,
and parents were consulted they were
very, very critical of the proposals-and
well they might be, too.

Let us look at some examples of the
criticism that was made concerning these
policies. I refer firstly to the attitude of
headmasters as reported in The West MA-
talian of the 17th August, 1974, under
the headline, "Opposition to school
change". The article states-

High school principals throughout
WA have opposed the State Govern-
ment's plan to lower the age at which
children transfer from primary to
secondary school.

In a survey of principals, only one
supported the proposal.

The survey was carried out by the
WA Secondary School Principals'
Association.

Replies showed that 42 opposed the
proposal, four were undecided and one
supported it.

Further on the same article states-
Most first-year students already had

Problems with the continual changes,
lack of identification with a teacher
and loss of identity in a big school.

I would refer that point to those members
of the Government-

Mr Clarko: I notice you now are in
favour of smaller schools.

Mr CARR: As the member for Har-
rinyup is probably well aware, I have
never been in favour of those big educa-
tional factories of 1 000-plus students. I
was a teacher and I was very much aware
of the distress and concern felt by some
first-year students who came from a
school of, perhaps, a total of 500 students,
where there were perhaps only two grade
'7 classes to a school containing say. 400
first-year and 400 second-year students.
They come from a situation where they
have identified with one teacher in a
single classroom to a situation where they
have different teachers and classrooms
and a totally different organisational
system. Many first-year students ex-
perience difficulty in adjusting to the new
situation.

Mr Clarko: We are proposing to improve
that.

Mr CARR: The Government is propos-
ing to subject the younger children to the
same problem.

Mr Clarke: No, as you well know there
is to he a different organisational frame-
work.

Mr CARR: Let us solve the problems
of organisation before we start putting
l1-year-olds in high school.

Mr Clarko: The children of Victoria
seem to do quite well.

Mr CARR: I believe the member for
Karrinyup is to be the next speaker in
this debate and I think he should make
his contribution then. In the same state-
ment, the principals further commented-

Many principals said there was no
evidence to support the change and
that the money could be better spent
on upgrading schools.

Anybody who has a look at some of our
schools would be well aware of the signi-
ficance of that comment. For instance,
the Geraldton Senior High School has 12
"temporary" classrooms including some
which are currently in their twenty-fifth
Year of "temporary" operation! One won-
ders just how many more years of tempor-
ary occupation will roll by before some-
thing is done to improve the situation.
That Is the sort of Problem towards which
the Government could well direct its
money.

The report also referred to a survey of
children's opinions as follows-

The report said that a survey of first-
year students at the Bentley Senior
High School showed that 87 per cent
thought the Present transfer age was
right.
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Let us now have a look at what the par-
ents had to say. In The West Australian
of the 28th August, 1974, under the head-
ing, "Age plan opposition Increases" the
following statement appears-

Opposition to the State Govern-
ment's plan to lower the age of trans-
fer from primary to secondary school
widened Yesterday when parents voted
against it.

The annual conference of the WA
Council of State School Organisations
decided against the change under the
present education system.

The body referred to was formerly known
as the Parents and citizens' association.
Next, I should like to present the views
of the top educators. An article in the
flai1V News of the 16th October, 1974,
states as follows--

A top educator and the WA
Teachers' Union have strongly warned
against the Government's policy to
admit five-year-olds to school.

They urge more investigation and
planning, in the interest of both
school starters and teachers.

Dr W. D. Neal, the Dean of Teacher
Education at the WA Institute of
Technology, says WA dare not pro-
ceed blindly into such a major policy
change without giving all thought
Possible to the implications and con-
sequences.

Mr Laurance: Do you agree with that?
Mr CARR: Yes.
Mr Laurence: Then you are opposed to

five-year-olds going to school. Presumably
you made your quote to support your
case.

Mr CARR: I will come to the five-year-
Olds and the pre-school and primary
school areas a little later in my remarks
and will make my position quite clear at
that stage, if I am permitted to reach it.

I refer now to the attitude of the
teachers, when eventually they were able
to consider this matter. I quote from The
West Australian of the 28th August, 1974,
where, under the heading "Teachers to
bar pupils under five" the following
article appears-

School teachers will try to block the
State Government's plan for younger
entry to schools.

The teachers have taken their
stand mainly because they say they
were not consulted on education
policy.

Delegates at the annual conference
of the WA State School Teachers
Union yesterday also agreed to oppose
the other major platform in the Gov-
ernment's education policy to lower
the age of transfer from primary to
secondary school.

I am making the point that the people
in the field who were most directly con-
cerned with education problems were not
consulted. I fully acknowledge that the
so-called "experts" may well be the people
to draft Proposals; but every proposal that
is drafted surely would be better if it has
the advice and experiences of the people
in the field added to it to highlight its
strong points and pinpoint its weaknesses.

However, in this case, the only consul-
tation which took place occurred after
the Policy was announced and in fact the
consultation was only as to how the policy
would be implemented. I quote again from
the same news item-

A vice-president, Miss N. Harken,
said that she was invited to Join the
expert committee.

The committee did not consider
whether the changes were education-
ally desirable. It worked only on the
best way to carry out the policy.

I should point out that the "expert com-
mittee" to which the article refers is not
the one which drafted the policy but the
one which, some time later, was concerned
with implementing the policy.

Mr Jamieson: it was set up by the Mini-
ister.

Mr C ARR: What was the attitude of the
Minister on the subject of consultation?
Although the member for Ascot has al-
ready mentioned this matter, I believe
it cannot be elaborated too much. The
news item states as follows--

Asked about consultations with
teachers in framing education policy,
Mr MacKinnon said: " All they have
to do is join the Liberal Party and
get on the policy committee,"

The suggestion seems to be that the only
people entitled to have any say in the way
our children are to be educated are the
members of the Liberal Party.

Mr Sibson: He said that the people
should join a political party.

Mr CARR: The Minister suggested that
these People should join the Liberal Party.
Is it suggested that those thousands of
people who are the teachers, parents, and
children in our educational system should
have no say in determining policies in
respect of education simply because they
have no political affiliations or are not
members of the Liberal Party's policy com-
mittee? What a farce it would be if all
members of the public interested in edu-
cation joined the Liberal Party and its
policy committee! It would be a mighty
big committee and not a very effective one
at that.

Therefore, it is clear that the policy
was drafted without consultation. Once
elected, the Government then was faced
with the Problem of what to do with its
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policy. On the one hand, there was the
possibility of making It work and on the
other-this is much closer to the truth-
there was the Problem of how to hide the
fact that it would not and could not pos-
sibly work. I believe the latter of those
two possibilities represents the record of
this Government. Its record in the field
of education is one of putting up a great
smoke screen to hide the fact that its
policies would not and could not work
and, in addition, to hide a fair amount
of incompetence in terms of providing
adequate school buildings for the chil-
dren of this State.

It was no accident that this smoke
screen has been thrown up and that the
Minister for Education was the man
chosen to spearhead and be responsible
for this smoke screen. For a start, he is
a member of the Legislative Council. The
Premier deliberately chose the Minister
for Education from another place because
he is well aware there Is a considerable
number of people in Opposition in this
House who have some experience in edu-
cation and who could pinpoint the prob-
lems facing education in this State.

Sir Charles Court: Ha. ha!
Mr CARE,: The Premier continually ac-

cuses the Opposition of being composed
of ex-school teachers, and I am now agree-
ing with him on that precise point. We
have a large number of people on this side
who are experienced In the field of edu-
cation and who can Point to the problems
in this area.

Mr Clarko: Why was Dolan in the Leg-
islative Council?

Mr Bertram: He was elected there by
the people.

MW Clarko: And why was he made Min-
ister for Education?

Mr Stephens: You have not mentioned
the National Country Party policy yet.

Mr CARE: I would Prefer to leave it
to the honourable member to mention that
matter and to point to the fact that his
party's policy is distinct from the Gov-
ernment's policy. I was making the point
that the Minister for Education was de-
liberately chosen for his experience In the
field of smoke screen politics and for being
able to speak for long periods while saying
very little. I have bad the experience
of attending a meeting addressed by the
Minister for Education at which In effect
he deliberately set out to confuse the
people so that they would not be aware
of the fact that this Government has
failed completely in the field of education.

During the first two years of his term
he has consistently belittled the contri-
bution to education made by the Federal
Labor Government. He has concentrated
his efforts during that time In transferring
to this Government the credit that was
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rightly due to the Whitiamn Government.
I cite such examples as the openings of
some buildings which have been funded by
Canberra and built in this State. The
Minister went to great pains to praise the
State Education Department and made
absolutely no mention of where the funds
came from.

I cite the Rangeway school in Geraldton
which last year, in its eleventh year of
operation without having been opened. was
given a new library-resource centre. It
was decided to open that centre to create
a forum in which a representative of the
Government could go to some lengths to
say what a wonderful job this Government
had done in providing a library-resource
centre for the school. In fact she made
no mention of the fact that the funds for
that resource centre had been allocated by
the Federal Labor Government.

A further example I can cite Is the Bluff
Point camp school which was renovated
at the expense of $150 000 to provide edu-
cational facilities for children from outly-
ing areas and from the rural communities
of which we have heard so much this
evening. At the opening of that school
no mention was made of where the funds
came from.

The Geraldton Senior High School re-
ceived funds for a new gymnasium and the
announcement was made in a most pecu-
liar manner. The announcement was made
by Miss McAleer. There is nothing wrong
with that. But she went to great pains to
say how the State Government was pro-
viding the gymnasium. She did not men-
tion that the funds were coming directly
from Canberra but made the point that
the funds were allocated under the States
(Grants) Act. That is technically true
but her remarks were obviously intended
to convey the impression that it was a
State decision and a State act.

I shall give credit where it is due
because, In complete contrast to the Min-
ister for Education, we had a very fair
Performance by the Federal member for
K~algoorlie (Mr Cotter) who in opening the
St Patrick's library and science block in
February of this year, two months after
the election, gave full and due credit to his
Predecessor (Mr Collard) and to the Labor
Minister for Education (Mr Beazley).
That was after he had the embarrassment
of being introduced as "the member for
Kalgoorlie, Mr Mick Collard".

The real question is whether this Gov-
ermnent has been incompetent. Before
we answer that question we need to know
what we mean by "incompetent". lIf we
mean incompetence in the sense of doing
nothing and making a mess of education,
this Government is certainly incompetent,
If we mean the Minister has been incom-
petent in doing nothing, confusing every-
thing, pretending that the Government
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has been doing something and taking pres-
sure away from the Government's Policies.
then he has been very successful and Very
clever.

The reality is that Where has been very
little attempt to Implement the Policies of
the Government, despite the remarks we
have beard tonight about what a wonder-
ful policy It was.

There Is really only one area of policy
In which there has been any serious pre-
tence of implementation; and that is In
the Pre-school, Pre-primary, lower start-
ing age for school area. I intend to deal
with that matter In a moment. The
other major items have hardly been
attended to. In this regard I refer to the
Points that have been made in the motion.
With regard to the Government's promise
to transfer children from primary school
to secondary school at the end of Whe
year in which the child turns 11, nothing
has been done. On Its promise to extend
secondary education from five to six years,
nothing has been done. On its Pledge to'
award the Achievement Certificate at the
end of the fourth Year in secondary school,
again nothing has been done. Nothing
has been done with regard to limiting
student numbers to 1 000 for high schools
covering years one to four. With regard
to its promise to extend the free text-
books scheme, nothing has been done. The
Government has done very nearly nothing
with regard to introducing a per capita
State assistance grant for the running
costs of eveny approved or permnit-holding
Pre-school education centre.

Let us look at the excuses we have heard.
We have heard consistently about the
rampant inflation caused by the Federal
Labor Government. The first Point to
make is that the Federal Labor Govern-
ment has not been in office for 10 months,
so that excuse must be just about wearing
thin. Even if that were true, I think we
should look at some of the Premier's pre-
election statements as to the problems he
might face in terms of costs. On the 19th
March he said-

Whatever the physical limitations
we will not be limited on problems
related to capital commitments.

Nothing which may arise would stop him
from going ahead with his policies. In
The West Australian of the lath March,
1974, under the heading "Libs. would rent
schools" there appears the following-

A Liberal State Government will
lease schools built by private enterprise
if the Federal Government does not
provide it with enough funds to carry
out its programme of school expan-
sion.

He said that under the plan, priv-
ate enterprise would build schools and
lease them to the Government. No
Government capital would be needed.

Under the terms of the leaes the
schools would eventually become the
Government's property.

"This Is a revolutionary solution
and it demonstrates that we are not
going to stand for political obstruc-
tion." he said.

In The West Australian of the 19th March,
the Premier said-

I1ncreases in State taxation should
not be needed to finance them.

Policies have not been Introduced and we
have had massive increases in State taxes
and charges. How great would taxes and
charges have been If the Government had
attempted to go ahead with its policies?

This Government has blamed the Fed-
eral Labor Government for preventing it
from implementing its policies, but the
real reason for the failure of this Govern-
ment can be seen In policy No.. 167 in its
"Policy and Performance" document when
the Government gets much closer to the
truth and says--

...the Government's policy of re-
structuring high schools to meet
changing needs has required extensive
preparatory inv'estigation and plan-
ning.

Two and a half Years after it was elected
to office the Government admits that its
policy has had to be delayed because it
has required extensive preparatory investi-
gation and planning. In other words, its
planning of these promises and policies
was not researched sufficiently to enable
them to be put into practice.

I1 wish to turn my attention now to the
early starting age, pre-school and pre-
primary Questions. I have lumped them
together because that is the only way one
can deal with the confusion that has been
created.

Mr Jamnieson: That is what they did.
lumped them together and said they would
honour the lot of them.

Mr CARS: That is precisely right. To
get things Into perspective we should look
at what the Government promised. I
start with promise No. 160 which states-

We will lower the admission age to
the year in which the child turns five.

I point out that that promise comes under
the heading of "Primary Schools". Pro-
mise No. 161 states-

We will accept admissions on a term
or half-yearly basis, regarding the
first year's programme as being semi-
formal.

That promise was made under the heading
of "Primary Schools". Under a Quite sep-
arate heading of "Pre-school" we have
these promises: No. 157 states--

We will encourage kindergarten
attendance on a non-compulsory basis
for all children.

2554



[Wednesday. 15 September, 1976J 55

Promise No. 158 states-
We will co-operate with local auth-

orities to provide kindergarten and
preschool centre sites.

Promnise No. 159 states-
We will introduce a per capita State

assistance grant for the running costs
of every approved or permit-holding
preschool education centre.

Before I go into this confusion in too much
detail I should like to do now what the
member for Gascoyne asked me to do a
few moments ago, which is to make my
position on pre-school education very clear.
Firstly. I support a form of pre-school
education being made available to all
children on a noncompulsory basis.

Mr Clarko: Would you bring It in over-
night?

Mr Bertram: Good gracious, no. Would
you?

Mr Clarko: That is the essence of his
argument.

Mr Bryce: You made the promise.
Mr Clarko: We did not.
Mr Jamieson: You would not know.
Mr CARR: I am not opposed to the

State Government building pre-school
centres where there are none in existence.
I do not care whether the Government
calls them pre-prlimary centres. If it
builds pre-school facilities where there are
none, r would applaud Its efforts. in fact,
I argued for quite a long time for one to
be established in Oeraldton. Recently it
was announced that the one at Geraldton
will be proceeded with. it will provide a
pre-school facility which did not exist pre-
viously.

However, a problem arose over the
manner in which It was Introduced. I
would class the action of the Government
as the playing of cheap politics. in my
maiden speech in this House I referred to
the need of establishing pre-school facilit-
ies at Bluff Point. Since then I have
raised the matter a number of times In
this House

On the 3rd August last the member for
Ascot asked a question of the Minister
representing the Minister for Education to
detail the number of new primary schools,
high schools, and pre-primary centres;
planned for construction. A list was pro-
vided in the answer, but it did not Include
the Bluff Point pre-primary centre.

On the 5th August last I placed a ques-
tion on the notice paper for Tuesday the
10th August. I made the mistake of giv-
ing notice of the question on the Thurs-
day. It should be borne in mind that in
the previous week no decision had been
made to establish this Pre-primary centre
at Bluff Point. on the following Monday,
the 9th August, a telex was sent to the
Geraldton offices of the media indi-
cating that Miss McAleer, the member for

the Upper West Province, had announced
that a pre-school centre was being built
there.

It is contemptuous that such action
should have been taken by the Govern-
ment in this manner. Before deviating
from this matter, I should Indicate that r
prefer community controlled pre-school
centres, because there is greater parent
and community Involvement.

Mr Laurance: That has been proved to
be wrong.

Mr CARE: The honourable member has
expressed his opinion, and I am expressing
mine. I prefer community controlled pre-
school centres, but I am not opposed to
the two systems operating side by side.
I think the member for Bunbury made the
point that this constituted freedom of
choice. That is hardly correct, because we
will not have pre-primary centres and ire-'
school centres side by side;, we will have
one or the other.

Mr Thompson: Eventually they will be
side by side.

Mr CARE: I was saying that the two
should be placed on an equal footing.
Here we come to a very important point,-
because the two systems are not on an equal
footing. Promise No. 159 made by the
Government was to encourage kindergarten
attendance on a noncoinpulsory basis by
all children. This cannot be claimed to be
true when we consider a number of points.

Firstly, the pre -primary system has
taken over 58 pre-school centres, according
to the latest figures available to me. The
Government has provided per capita assist-
ance to only six independent pre-school
centres at the rate of $28 per five-year-
old child. The Government has main-
tained a levy of 7Ic per child per hour per
week. Parents pay out around $1 million
in levies and $600 000 to meet running
costs of pre-school centres overall each
year, while at the same time the Govern-
ment's Pre-primary scheme is completely
free and is based on a pre-school type of
system. In fact, the Government has cre-
ated chaos and confusion in the pre-school
area by creating a dual system of pre-
school education.

Let us not get away from the fact that
it is Pre-school education. The pre-
primary system operates almost entirely
along the same lines as the pre-school
system.

Mr Cowan: No. it does not.
Mr CARR: 1 hope the honourable memn-

ber will explain the difference between the
pre-school and the pre-primary systems.
I realise that the pre-primary system is
run by the Education Department, whereas
the pre-school system Is under the juris-
diction of the Pre-School Board. The
pre-primary system takes in the four and
five-year-olds, whereas the pre-school sys-
tem takes in the three, four, and five-year-
aids; and there is also the difference of
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the levy. If there is a further difference
between the two system I would like it
explained to me.

The Government has not encouraged the
pre-school system, but It has in fact very
strongly discriminated against the pre-
school centres in favour of the pre-primary
centres. To this end it has applied pres-
sure to the pre-school centres to be taken
over by the Education Department. If
we do not agree the Governent has
applied pressure we should look at the
tactic which it has adopted in offering the
so-called package deal, on the understand-
ing that if a town or centre needs another
pre-school centre the Government will say,
"We will provide you with a pre-primary
centre provided that the existing Pre-
school centres are handed over to the
Governent to be operated as pre-primary
centres."

That happened at Rockingham, and I
am sure the member for Rockingham will
tell us about that in his contribution. It
also happened at Kambalda. If there are
any doubts I refer members to the Gold-
Adeds Express of the 28th August last, and
to The West Australian of the 28th Feb-
ruary last.

The position of the pre-school centres
as compared with the pre-primary centres
is not equitable. There has been a delib-
erate attempt to downgrade the pre-
school system as it exists under the Pre-
School Board, and to transpose another
system in its place.

I want to make some comments on
promise No. 160 relating to the starting of
schooling in the year in which a child
turns five years of age. The claim that
this aim has been achieved is based entirely
on the statement that the proposed lower
admission age has been replaced effectively
by the pre-primary programme. Any-
body who understands the pre-school sys-
tem and the pre-primary system must
acknowledge that the pre-prlxnary system
Is in fact a form of the pre-school system.

In conclusion I make the general obser-
vation that the policy of this Government
was drafted specifically to denigrate the
Federal Labor Government which was in
office at the time. It was drafted to
deceive the people: to con the people: and
hence the term "a confidence trick" in
the motion is most appropriate. It was
drafted to confuse debate on education.

In Practice the policy of the Government
has been one of nonperformance; the
effort of the Government is one of non-
Performance: and the effort of the Min-
ister is also one of nonperformance. We
have seen a massive smokescreen thrown
up to deceive the people and to take their
minds off the real issues-the contribution
of the Federal Labor Government to edu-
cation, and the lack of contribution by the
present State Governent to education.

I suggest the Minister has not been
incompetent, because he has been very
competent in going about the process of
setting up this smokescreen and obscuring
from the public eye the fact that the Gov-
ernment has failed.

I support the motion.

MR COWAN (Merredin-Yilgarn) [12.01
am.]: I would like to spend a brief
amount of time Placing the policies of the

Nional Country Party before the Cham-
ber and I will begin by reading some of
them. Under the heading "Education"
Paragraph 3(b) reads-

(b) The compulsory commencing
age for formal school should be the
year In which the child turns six but
not later than the sixth birthday ex-
cept by the mutual consent of parents
and the school headmaster. The earli-
est leaving age should be the end of
the year in which the child turns
fteen.

The last portion does not relate to pre-
school experience or the age at which a
child attends school.

Paragraph 4(a) reads-
Secondary education for all to com-

mence in their thirteenth year.
Relating this to the motion, I would like
to correct the motion. In Paragraph I the
motion refers to the Government's funda-
mental education pledges and promises.
The motion should have referred to the
Liberal Party's pledges and promises be-
cause there are two different policies.

Mr Jamieson: He would stand corrected.
Mr COWAN: I will leave it to the House

to make Its assessment as to whether it
believes the Government has assessed the
policy of the NC!' in this Issue to be the
better of the two Policies. Nevertheless It
can be said that the pre-primary concept
which has been promoted by the Govern-
ment is quite a good one, and we do tend
to agree.

Paragraph 3 (a) of the NC!' education
policy states that attendance at pre-school
centres should be on a voluntary basis,
and then It goes on to something entirely
relevant to the country because It states-

But such children should be assisted
with free transport wherever practic-
able.

That was In relation to making Provision
on country school bus runs to enable chil-
dren who are five years old to attend, free
of charge, a pre-school or pre-primary
school centre.

Mr Bryce: Do you think there is a
need for a crash programme?

Mr COWAN: I do not think there was
a crash programme. The teachers of pre-
primary education obtain their learning
from the same source. They teach the
same children and I think a little more
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emphasis should be placed on the children
themselves. One of the greatest problems
of education is that far too much money,
time, and emphasis has been placed on the
educationists, administrators, and educa-
tons, and far too little has been spent on
the recipients of education; that is, the
children themselves.

Regardless of what type of education it
is--whether pre-primary or pre-school-it
still amounts to the same thing. It is pre-
school experience for children of five years
of age or less. I have a great deal of
confidence in the Government's ability to
promote a greater experience for a greater
number of flve-year-olds.

Mr Bryce., Why the crash programme?
Mr COWAN: There was no crash pro-

grammire.
Mr Bryce. There Is. They are putting

pressure on.
Mr COWAN: The pre-school centres

were given an opportunity to transfer to
the Education Department. it was not a
crash programme. There was no compul-
sion on anyone; and I know because I
have in my area pre-school centres which
were given an opportunity to transfer.
Officers of the Education Department and
of the Pre-School Board were invited to
speak to the parents. They did so and the
parents made their decision based on the
differences between pre-primnary and pre-
school education outlined by the member
for Geraldton. If the parents had a numn-
ber of four-year-olds they opted to pay
the levy and remain a pre-school centre.
If they were to cater for flve-year-oids
only, they opted to become a pre-primnary
centre and forgo the levy.

Mr Carr: Do you support the levy?
Mr COWAN: members opposite were

going to wipe it out, but they did not do
so.

Mr Bryce: We cut It in half and indi-
cated In the first Budget that we brought
down that if we were In office in 1974 we
would cut it out altogether.

Mr COWAN: If we bear In mind the in-
flationary trend of today, we must realise
it has been admirable of this Gov-
ernment that It has been able to keep
the pre-school levy at its present level,

Mr H. D. Evans: Get out! You have had
so much from the Commonwealth you are
far in front.

Sir Charles Court: Phoney dollars.
Mr COWAN: As I said, quite a number

of points in the motion are related to
the Major party in the coalition and it
is not my place to answer them. I do wish
to comment on several other points. Para-
graph 2 (a) of the motion refers to the
unprecedented financial assistance for
education from the Australian Labor Gov-
ernment, and yet very little reference has

been made to the vast increases made to-
wards education by the State Government.

Mr Clarko. flight.
Mr COWAN: It is exactly right. There

has been a great increase in the State
Government's contribution to education.

Mr Clarko: It was $52 million last year
and $45 million the year before and $15
million In the last year of the Labor Gov-
ernment,

Mr Jamieson: Who turned that record
on?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COWAN: The most unfortunate

aspect is that once again money is not
directly responsible for the quality of edu-
cation. A great deal has been said about
the need for a change in the educational
system which is not gearing itself to pro-
ducing people who can enter the work
force, take their place in society, and make
a genuine contribution. That is quite true.
If we have a look at the funding of educa-
tion and split the amount into what goes
Into administration, teaching, and, per-
haps, the tertiary system, we find far too
little gets back to the poor areas of edu-
cation; that is, primary and secondary
schools. It has been said many times by
the Government that we are concentrating
on the poor areas of education and I sup-
port that policy.

Paragraph 3 (iii) of the motion refers
to the decision to co-operate with the
Fraser Government in its determination
to reintroduce elitism into tertiary educa-
tion. The member for Ascot referred to
the National Country Party policy and I
am glad he did because we were beginning
to feel he believed it did not exist.

Mr Eryce: The way you blokes stand
up for it, we are justified.

Mr COWAN: The policy in the NC!'
document Is being implemented.

Mr Bryce: Free universities?
Mr COWAN: Paragraph 4 (J) and (k)

of the NC? policy reads--
(3) Maintenance of free 'Universit-

ies, Institute of Technology and Tech-
nical Colleges.

(k) Free education beyond compul-
sory level should be recognised as a
privilege to the recipient which may be
withdrawn or withheld if abused.

Mr Bryce: Has it been abused?
Mr COWAN: I think it has.
Mr Bryce: Go to the university and tell

them that.
Mr COWAN: I am sure It has. Some-

thing like 17 per cent of people going
through the educational system undergo
tertiary education and yet, funnily enough,
less than half that percentage can actually
take their place in the work force in a
job for which they are trained. Surely
that means an overproduction.
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Mr Bryce: Are you scoffing at educa-
tion?

Mr COWAN: No.
Mr Jamieson: It seems that you are.
M~r COWAN: I do not believe In the

misuse of public funds by people who
become professional students. A great deal
has been said in this Chamber about dole
biudgers, but In my opinion the profes-
sional student who claims allowances and
goes from one degree to the next is, just
as guilty of misusing public funds as a
Person who receives unemployment bene-
fits, without trying to find work.

Mr Bryce: How many such people are
there?

Mr COWAN:, I cannot for the life of
me see why this Government should sup-
port an increase In the tertiary allowance
when so many people go to tertiary institu-
tions and then do another course to
become qualified for another job. Many
of them are professional students and
nothing else.

Mr Bryce. That statement is based on
Prejudice and not fact. You do not Indi-
cate how many there are of that kind.

Mr COWAN: I do not have the figures.
I may be prejudiced, but my prejudice is
based on fact.

That is all the comment I wish to make
from the point of view of the NCP. I
cannot support the motion in any way at
all. I personally believe the State Gov-
ernment is doing the best it can-in fact,
the best any Government has done in a
long time-for education. It is making a
conscious effort to improve education in
country areas, particularly education that
is valuable. There is not a great need for
academic people in the country. They
want something which is vocational and
will give them a trade skill or enable them
to go back into the rural areas with some-
thing towards which to work. The Gov-
ernment is doing a good job, but I did
want to remind members that the NCP
does have a policy which has value,
because certain points in it are currently
being implemented.

MIR BARNETT tRockingham) t12.10
a.m.]1: At this late hour I do not intend
to speak for very long, but during the
course of the debate which has taken play?-
this evening several members mentioned
the hasth of this Government to obtain
th2 consent of parents to allow the control
of kindergartens to change from the Pre-
School Board to the Education Depart-
ment, and become Pre-primary centres. I
hope members will listen to my remarks
because the suggestion that pressure has
been applied has been pooh-poohed and
we have been asked to name one Instance.

I can assure members opposite that there
has been at least one case: it occurred In
my electorate. The Goverrnent offered

a package deal to the parents In my elec-
torate to gain control of three kinder-
gartens. At the time an article appeared
In my local newspaper to the effect that
the Government had offered to build a
pre-primary centre at Warnbro.

On the front page of my local newspaper,
an announcement stated that the $72 000
centre would go ahead Provided the three
kindergaxtens-Rockingham Beach, Rock-
Ingham Park, and Safety Bay-agreed to
incorporate with the Education Depart-
ment. I emphasise the word "provided".

The Education Department went even
further and requested the kindergartens
to provide equipment for the third centre.
If that is not blackmail, I do not know
what is. When I considered my speech
for tonight I decided I would not use that
word, because I thought it would be too
strong, but on furtheir consideration I
realise there is no word other than "black-
mail".

Thbe parents associated with those kin-
dergartens were faced with the situation
that if they did not agree to the takeover
by the Education Department, Warabro
would not get a pre-primary centre, which
it badly needed. If those people had not
agreed they would not have been very
popular with the rest of the residents in
Rockingham and certainly not Wariubro.

I was amazed and disgusted when I read
that newspaper article and I thought surely
the Government would not be part of such
a deal. I thought it must have been a
mistake, or a misprint, so I asked the
Minister representing the Minister for
Education whether it was true that-

(a) The $72 000 centre will go ahead
providing the three kindergartens
in the area. Rockingham Beach,
Rockingham Park and Safety Bay,
agree to incorporate with the Edu-
cation Department;

(b) The kindergartens have been
asked to) help provide equipment
for the centre?

The answer I received from the Minister
was as follows--

Negotiations are Proceeding with the
Rockingham Shire and it is thus not
possible to discuss details until agree-
ment has been reached.

That answer was in spite of the fact
that the information appeared on the
front page of my local paper the day before.
The Minister went on to assure the House
that the kindergartens could not be trans-
ferred to the Education Department with-
out the consent of the parents concerned.
Well, I do not think it would be possible
to twist anybody's arm harder than that.

I then 'u -nt to the local shire council
and asked the shire clerk whether he could
provide me with details of the transac-
tion which had taken place, and whether
he could let me read, in his office, the cor-
respondence associated with the deal.
Members should bear In mind that
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although this matter already had
appeared on the front page of the local
paper, the shire clerk said there was no
correspondence. I put It to members that
there was no correspondence on the matter
because this Government was ashamed of
its actions. It was too ashamed to write
letters and let everybody know what it
was doing.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Shame!
Mr BARNEr: The whole deal stank.

Eventually, under the pressure which was
applied two of the kindergartens Incor-
porated with the Education Department.
One kindergarten stood out and is still
under the control of the Pre-School Board.
It is operating very well and, I might add,
so are the two kindergartens which
incorporated with the department. r have
no objection to the two kindergartens In-
corporating with the department, but I
merely object to the way the Government
has gone about forcing them to incor-
porate.

The centre which was eventually built
at Warnbro Is only half-full. It is twice
as large as it needed to be, and I believe
the Government has misdirected some of
its funds. In its mad haste to implement
its policy the Government has not carried
out a proper investigation. It has done
all sorts of things Incorrectly and the
people are not satisfied.

Although members might consider that
I have reached the end of my story, I
can assure them I have not. Hillman,
another suburb in my electorate, now
wants a pre-school Centre. Several people
have approached me to see whether I can
arrange for a pre-school Centre or a pre-
primary Centre.

A public meeting was called which
representatives of the Education Depart-
ment and the Pre-School Board were asked
to attend. Representatives from both
organisations did attend. The Education
Department representative was Mr Quinn
si) It will be seen that the Education
Department had fair representation at the
meeting.

After considerable discussion those who
attended the meeting decided that they
wanted a pre-school Centre for the area
of Hiliman. Those who attended the meet-
ing did not know what steps to take at
that stalre, so they formed a committee
and that committee approached me on
the following day. I was asked to arrange
a deputation with the shire council. We
went to the shire council and asked It to
give consideration to the Provision of
assistance for funding a pre-school Centre
for Hillman.

The residents of the area spent two hours
trying to convince the shire council that
they wanted a pre-school Centre, but
the shire insisted that the area should
have a Pre-primary Centre, rather than a
Pre-school Centre. The parents had no
choice at all. In my opinion the shire

council bad no right whatsoever to tell the
parents that they should have either a
pre-school or a pre-primary Centre.

The shire council said it Would make
available Its lending collateral to the
Government for the purpose of building S
pre-primary Centre and, over a period of
time, it would decide what it might or
might not do about a gre-school Centre.

I submit to members that the Rocking-
ham Shire Council is deliberately playing
politics in an endeavour to ensure that
the promises of this Government--whether
they are right or wrong-are implemented.
I submit that is not the Job of the shine
council.

I was concerned when the shire council
said It could not fund a pre-school Centre
for the area, so I dug a little deeper and
asked a further question of the Minister
representing the Minister for Education.
I asked him how much money the Govern-
ment paid for the two kindergartens In
Rockinghamn which had incorporated with
the Education Department. The Minister
would not answer that question, so I felt
there must have been something to hide.

I took the next step available to me and
I wrote to the shire council and asked
how much it charged the Government for
the two kindergartens which agreed to
incorporate with the Education Depart-
ment. The council wrote this reply to
me-

In reply to your letter dated the
23rd August, 1976, 1 wish to advise
that the Safety Bay and Rockingham
Park Kindergarten buildings are
leased at an annual rental of $200
for each0 building.

The buildings cost in the vicinity $56 000
each and they are leased for $3.85 a week
to the Government. That comes fairly
close to a misuse of the assets of
the people of Rockingham and it is indica-
tive of irresponsibility in handling public
assets. In my opinion, these buildings
should he leased to the department for at
least $1 000 and probably $2 000 a year.
which would be much more equitable with
today's rate of inflation. I do not agree
with members opposite on the cause of
the inflation but It is with us.

Mr B. T. Burke: Where does the
National Country Party stand in this
matter?

Mr Old: If you stay in the House You
might hear.

Mr BARNETTr: If my shire council
charged the Government a reasonable rent
for those buildings which are owned by
the people of Rockingham, it would prob-
ably be able to acquire at least one more
Centre and perhaps two more centres.
using the rent to repay the loans.

That is how the Government has gone
about attempting to implement its policy
in my electorate. I am not satisfied with
it. I think it stinks, and If the Govern-
ment intends to continue with that type
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-of policy in other electorates It is high
time the motion was put to the vote and
agreed to, and the Government was thrown
out and we were put back In power in
,order to implement the very good policies
which were brought down at the last Labor
Party conference.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-Leader of
the Opposition) 112.22 a..: I will make
only a few comments at this stage. I
think my colleagues have covered most of
the Points associated with the motion.
However, It is important to stress that the
motion has been brought about by exag-
gerated claims on the part of the Liberal
Party. I emphasise this to satisfy our
National Country Party friends who have
Indicated they still have their own policy
although they are mute about It and un-
able to work upon it a great deal,

It seems the education policy of the
Government might have been determined
at a Sunday afternoon barbecue at the
member for Karrinyup's home in the
summer when the sun had got fairly low
down-

Mr Bertram: And the keg.
Mr JAMIESON. And the keg. The

member for Karrinyup was one of the
prime movers of the polity and he seems
always to have known all about it, but
he has never been able to tell us where it
was anticipated the finance would come
from. He is always very critical of other
people when they stretch themselves on
things which will cost a lot of money, and
obviously the Government has had to
prune its endeavours and reassociate them
so that one thing now means the other
and the other thing means something else.

Mr Clarko: That Is the Hubbard policy.
Mr JAMIESON: Never mind about

Mother Hubbard's policy. I draw attention
to something which has previously been
,quoted In part; namely, the release by one
Andrew Mensaros. I do not know why he
was given the job of releasing this infor-
mation, because I see that Lady Sandover,
the wife of Sir Eric Sandover, was the
chairman of the party's standing commit-
tee on education. It is obvious two differ-
ent things were intended in pre-school
and pre-primary education and in allowing
five-year-olds to go to school. The release
states--

Referring to the Liberals' promise,
if elected to start children in primary
school in the year they turn five in-
stead of the present age of six, Mr
Mensaros said this was not a newv idea.

He said the scheme was in operation
in NSW, Victoria and the ACT,
accounting for three-quarters of the
Australian school population.

He also pointed out this was in accordance
with the British Plowden report. The
British Plowden report did not say in any
way this would be a type of pre-primary
education. The report clearly indicate~d

agreement with the policy of children
starting formial schooling in their fifth
year. The Liberal spokesman said the
policy was taken from the Plowden report,
so if the members of the standing commit-
tee on education were not becoming very
hazy at that time of the day I do not
know what they were doing. The Govern-
ment now says that Is not what was in-
tended and that something else was in-
tended.

Mr Clarko: He also said it was semi-
formal,

Mr JAMIIESON: He did not say that at
all in his release.

Mr Clarko: I am not talking about what
is in that release.

Mr JAMIESON: He was the official
spokesman at the time and he made that
very clear statement. There is no doubt
he was indicating in his release that the
policy was modelled on what was happen-
ing in the other States. Undoubtedly the
Government found it was stretched too
far. This is not unusual at election time
but the Government's education policy
certainly needs to be examined more closely
than It was prior to the last election.

A number of expert authorities were
quite hostile about the various procedures
which had been followed. There had been
no consultation with any of the people
who had expert knowledge. I have known
some of the so-called experts for a long
time and when I talked with them they
always gave me the impression they con-
sidered they were experts in everything.
I do not greatly appreciate that kind of
expert. I prefer the person who is expert
in his own field.

A great deal of criticism of the policies
was forthcoming from the parents and
citizens' associations, school teachers,
headmasters, and others who had a very
close association with primary school edu-
cation. So it does not seem the venture
was carried very far. I consider it would
be more desirable to seek advice further
afield. In propounding our future educa-
tion policy for this State we will certainly
ensure we can cost it and know where we
are going.

Mr Clarko: You would need a better
policy this time than you had last time.

Mr JAMIESON: The member for Kar-
rlnyup does not know what he is talk-
ing about. The hyena from Kar-
rinyup carries on indefinitely in this way,
knowing full well that if McMahon had
remained in office the education system in
Australia would have remained static, as
it did in all Lhe years the Liberals were
In charge of the Treasury benches. it
was only the impetus given by a change
of Government which made a difference
in the overall spending in the education
system in Australia and caused a greater
percentage of the gross national product
to be allocated to education.
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From our very lowly position in the
world as to the amount we were spend-
ing on education, we have come up to
a much higher position now.

Mr Clarko: Twice as much on income
tax at the same time, of course.

Mr JAMIESON: The member for Kar-
rinyup always has another reason. It does
not matter what anyone says, he alwayshas another reason, and if we knock that
one out, he will have another one.

The real facts are that many of these
Promises have not been carried out.
Indeed, I was amazed to bear the Min-
ister go rapidly through these items saying
that so much had been carried out. The
Minister flitted hastily through item 169
and he told us that the Government was
developing special courses for women. The
note in the publication "Policy and Per-
formance" reads as follows--

We will develop special courses for
women wishing to re-enter the work-
force.

And the note on the performance reads-
There has not been a substantial de-

mand by women for new educational
course, though women are enrolling in
existing courses to equip themselves
for re-entry into the workforce.

According to the Minister that is a Pro-
mise achieved. The Government leaves
me flabbergasted in respect of some of its
determinations.

Under the heading "Teachers" we find
the Government's policy stated as fol-
lows-

We will recognise the right of
teachers colleges of high standard to
award degrees to raise the professional
standard of teachers.

The achievement on this Policy is stated
as follows--

All the Teachers' Colleges are now
autonomous Colleges of Advanced
Education.

Well that is a progression we have appre-
ciated for a number of years-it is nothing
new.

Mr Clarko: When that statement was
first prepared, that was not the case in
Western Australia.

Mr JAMIESON: many of the colleges
were progressing towards that end. Per-
haps we could look to see when the first
legislation was passed in this State in
regard to autonomy in teachers' colleges.

Mr Clarko: But they have not been
degree granting.

Mr JAMIESON: That is the point-not
one of them has granted degrees yet.

Mr Clarko: They are in the process of
that right now.

Mr JAMIESON: But not one has granted
a degree yet. The item goes on to say-

The whole matter of teacher educa-
tion and the State's teaching needs
will be examined by the new Post
Secondary Education Commission.

The Government has wiped that one off;
it feels it does not have to worry anymore.
It seems to feel it is all right to push It
off onto someone else.

*Policy item 178 reads-
We will remove any barriers pre-

venting the colleges from training
teachers who serve in independent
schools.

It Is a pity the member for Melville is not
here-

Mr O'Connor: He is here-be has just
walked In.

Mr JAMIESON: -because when he was
Minister for Education he made arrange-
ments for nuns in teaching orders to
attend training colleges. What a wonder-
ful new sort of system this is! Naturally
this facility was extended to other People
-and why not? However, there is noth-
ing new about it-the Government has
achieved nothing in that regard.

Mr Clarko: Severely limited in the
numbers permitted to enter the colleges-
You know that, do you not?

Mr JAMIESON: The man with all the
excuses again. As I say, as soon as we
knock him back with one thing he comes
up with another. The next policy item
reads-

We will recognise that it should not
be necessary for teachers wishing to
upgrade their qualifications to seek
transfers to the metropolitan area.

However, if a teacher wishes to take
another degree, he has to pay pretty
heavily now. I do not deny that that was
probably a good move, but all the Govern-
ment is doing is establishing a department
of external studies at the Mt. Lawley
Technical College. This seems to be re-
garded as a great achievement, but there
have been departments of external studies
on education operating from WAIT and
the University of Western Australia for
many years.

There is nothing much new about that.
I think the member for Mt. Hawthorn
took some external studies at one time.

Mr Sodeman: He has a degree-45 de-
grees!

Mr JAMIESON: My deputy tells me
that be studied mostly by this method.

Mr Sodernan: He is 90 degrees-sitting
up!

Mr JAMIHESON: The Minister failed to
Indicate to me whether the Government
has achieved policy 182. Actually he ran
through these lie someone calling out
numbers at a bingo tournament! He
skirted through item 182, but it would be
interesting to know whether or not that
Promise has been achieved. Does the
Government now make known payments
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to independent schools prior to the 30th
September? The performance in respect
of this item states-

Decisions on annual grants are now
made early enough to enable schools
to plan for the year ahead.

That might be right up to December-I
do not know. However, the policy Item
referred to September.

The member for Karrlnyup wil always
have a reason because he seems to be the
master mind behind this part of the
policy. I have not heard him speak yet,
and even the member who is usually so
vociferous about his party's policy on
education-the Minister for Industrial
Development-has said nothing about It,
and he does not seem to take any um-
brage; perhaps he has been cut to the
quick. I feel determinations on these
matters were made very hastily and with-
out due regard for the consideration of
the taxpayers of this State or of the
Commonwealth. The Government might
Just as well have used the book entitled
Quotations from Chairman Mao Tsetung
as do what it has done.

The Government had no idea from
where it would obtain the money. It took
a punt that it would be able to fulfil its
promises with money it would obtain from
the Labor Government. The State Gov-
ernment knew that the Federal Labor
Government was heavily committed to
education programmes and It hoped that
it could rechannel some money to Its own
systemns. This does not seem to have been
successful.

Many of the promises made by the State
Government have had to be shelved. It
promised to permit entry of five-year-old
children to primary schools and It was to
provide for l1-year-olds to enter high
schools. The Government had to back-
pedal on many matters. We would all
like a more advanced form of education,
and we seek to acquire higher standards
as soon as we can afford them and provide
the facilities for them. However, these
facilities cannot be provided ahead of time,
and that is what the Liberal Party
attempted to do with its policy speech. This
is where it has run into trouble, as has
been pointed out so ably by my colleague,
the mover of the motion.

The Government tailed in many of its
promises In relation to education. We
shall not fall to bring this to the u~otlce
of the electorate when we are on the bust-
ings. We will go there with a policy that
we can carry out-not an airy-fairy one
Plucked from nowhere and Put into a
hastily compiled book with no knowledge
of where the money is to come from or
how plans are to be carried out.

Mr Clarko: You'll offer nothing again.
Mr JAMIESON. There is simply nothing

in the head of the member for Karrinyup,
and it keeps coming out of his mouth. I
support the motion.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) (12.39 an.):. The
Government has performed equally badly
in this Chamber in respect of the debate
as it has in respect of Its policy under-
takings to the public. The only Govern-
ment members who attempted to answer
the facts and face up to the truth were
the Minister for Labour and Industry and
the member for Gascoyne. I do not think
anyone took very seriously what the Min-
ister for Labour and Industry had to say.

However, in my remarks of reply It is
very important that I should correct a
couple of the very false assumptions that
the Minister for Labour and industry
actually made. in this respect Z would
like to make a covering statement concern-
ing all the other things he said which I did
not catch. He made a number of assump-
tions regarding what he thought I had said,
and I would like to make it quite clear
that I reserve the right to check sub-
sequently all the allegations contained in
his speech which resulted from assumptions
of what I am supposed to have said, be-
cause I am afraid one or two misunder-
standings may have occurred. I would not
want the Minister for Labour's impression
of what I have said in this place to be
quoted in public as being what I actually
said.

One of the false assumptions I recall
Is in respect of the attitude of the Labor
Party to the pre-primary education pro-
gramme. it Is important that I make it
very clear that there would be absolutely
no desire or intention in the mind of a
Labor Government to wind up or dis-
mantle the pre-primary programme. At
a recent conference of our party we
adopted n policy which recognises that
Western Australia has a dual system of
Pre-school education, Involving a pra-
Primary system and a pre-school system.
There is absolutely no interest or desire on
out part to wind up that programme.

Speakers from this side have indicated
that if it is necessary for the Government
to take action to provide a pre-school
centre-and therefore to call it a pre-
primary centre-in an area where this
opportunity did net previously exist, we
would be the last in the world to condemn
that. What we do condemn in respect of
the programme is that it has been totally
unnecessary for this State Government
to disrupt the kindergarten system which
functioned successfully for many, many
Years.

There was absolutely no need to em-
bark upon a crazy programme of take-
overs of kindergartens to incorporate them
into the Education Department, because
the Minister for Education clearly stated
that he will hand them hack to the com-
munity when he has finished with them.
The whole point of this panic exercise
has been that the Premier dare not go to
the people at the end of this Parliament
and say, "In respect of our imaginative
programme all we have managed to achieve
is the establishment of 35 pre-primary
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centres out of our own pocket" when in
fact he originally outlined a programme
involving at least $200 million. The only
way he dares to face the public at election
time is if he is able to say he has imple-
mented a significant pre-primary pro-
gramme. He has already indicated that if
the Government gets the opportunity to
establish a pre-primnary centre at every
primary school, then the kindergartens
that were taken over would be handed
back to community groups to be run, if I
remember the answer correctly, for the
care, welfare, and education of younger
children.

That is precisely where we differ, be-
cause we believe that the kindergarten
system of education should have been
allowed to continue uninterrupted; and if
the Government wished to provide pre-
primary centres then the decent, honest,
and straightforward thing to do was to
provide pre-primary centres at all pri-
mary schools. I have already Indicated
there are 21 000 five-year-alds in Western
Australia, and the straightforward way to
do it is to find 500 extra teachers and 500
extra pre-primary centres. There lies the
crux of this Government's panic to take
over the kindergarten system, because it
has indicated the kindergartens will be
handed back.

I would not want anybody deliberately
or by mistake to misrepresent the view-
point of the Labor Party and suggest that
we did not clearly spell it out.

Mr Grayden: Do you support our pre-
primary scheme?

Mr BRYCE: We have no objection to
the establishment of a pre-primary
scheme.

Mr Grayden: What about the present
one?

Mr BRYCE: What we object to and
oppose is the need the Government has
expressed publicly to take over the kinder-
gartens, which were built by community
groups and have been run by those groups,
in order to extend the pre-primary pro-
gramme.

Mr Grayden: You are Quite happy with
the scheme?

Mr BRYCE: If the Government wishes
to extend the programme, then let It go
ahead and do so, but let It do it in an
honest fashion without taking over com-
munity kindergartens which were fullfill-
ing an effective role. I might add for the
benefit of the member for Gascoyne, that
these Pre-school centres provide the most
effective level of community Involvement
in education in this State at the present
time-bar none. I am talking about Pre-
schools in that context; and these are the
centres which have been built and are run
by community groups. The level of com-
munity involvement is greatest at this
Point, and the worst backward step any
education system could take would be to

do anything to involve the bureaucracy in
the running of these centres which would
interfere with the maximum level of corn-
mnunity and parental Involvement.

That is one of our reservations. How-
ever, our principal reservation is that
there Is no need to disrupt the kinder-
garten system that has existed in this
State with 349 centres. This has been
done only so that when on the hustings
the Premier can say, "We have 93 pre-pri-
mary centres already functioning In this
State." His promise would look pathetic
if he had to say, "After scrapping every
other aspect of our education Programme,
we only have 35 pre-primary centres. func-
tioning."

The point was made by the Minister
and the member for Gascoyne that we on
this side of the House were making an
unfair judgment by selecting the particu-
lar aspects of the Government's education
programme that we selected, and It was
said that 'we forgot the rest.

Mr Grayden: Eight out of 47.
Mr BRYCE: The point the Minister has

refused to accept all night is that if it
is eight out of 47, then he has accepted
the Premier's system of bookkeeping. Some
of those 4'? promises include utterances
from the Premier that he will oppose Can-
berra. Such utterances have been included
in the document as a promise, and he has
put a big tick alongside them and said,
"We have fulfilled those."

Mr Grayden: That is a promise of con-
sequence.

Mr BRYCE: "That Is a promise of con-
sequence" says the Minister! Let us turn
to the eight promises that remain unful-
filled. These are the promises we listed
tonight, and they are promises which were
explained to the public by the Premier and
involve the alteration and radical restruc-
turing of the primary and secondary
systems of education. These form the
basis of the Government's education pro-
gramme. The remainder, or the bulk of
the promises that he put to the people,
were promises that could be Implemented
without any effort. This is the point that
members opposite have missed.

We have been attacking the Government
quite justifiably because the actual basics
of the promises that were put to the public
have not been fulfilled, and the point of
the motion is that insofar as its efforts
In respect of education are concerned,
this has been a Government of nonper-
formance and a Government of empty
promises. The list of promises that have
been fulfilled which the Minister read so
tiresomely early on tonight really
amounts to very little Indeed.

Mr Grayden:, That is only In Your opi-
nion.

Mr BRYCE: The essence of the Pre-
mier's promises was this business of
restructuring the primary and secondary
education systems: and, of course, that has
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not happened. No matter what the Mini-
ister might read from his documents, or
what he tries to read into the perform-
ance document, this restructuring simply
has not happened.

Let us have a quick look at the promises
Involved in this matter. Every member
of this Chamber knows that youngsters
in Western Australia do not start school
In the year In which they turn five. That
simply does not happen. Everybody in this
Chamber knows that children are not
transferred to high school at the end of
their eleventh year. That has been
shelved; we know it does not happen; so
why argue about it?

Mr Grayden: It has been deferred, not
shelved.

Mr BR.YCE: It has been deferred inde-
finitely, and the point is that it does not
happen. Everyone knows that in West-
ern Australia secondary education has not
been extended from five to six years.
Everybody knows there has not been
created a dual system of high schools for
years one to four. with a maximum of
1 000 students.

The Minister went on to quote an educa-
tional accident; namely, that there hap-
pened to be a few schools in the metro-
politan area with less than 1 000 students.
No doubt acting on the advice of the Min-
ister for Education, the Minister for
Labour and Industry had the temerity to
suggest that this represented the Govern-
ment's policy being implemented. Every-
body knows there Is no system of senior
high schools catering for the years 11 and
12, with a maximum of only 400 students;,
we know that is not a reality, so why do
members on the Government benches try
to kid themselves that they have achieved
these things?

Mr Grayden: You could argue that black
is white.

Mr BRYCE:- I ask the Minister to go to
his own electorate and see what is happen-
ing there. As for the Minister's reference
to the two schools at Wanneroo and
Willetton being fine examples of where
the Government's policy is heading in
respect of the rearrangement of secondary
education, that is preposterous. I feel very
sorry for the staff of the Education De-
partment which must sit by and watch its
achievement twisted, bent and pushed into
some shape to suit this Government's
education policies. Those two schools were
on the drawing board in the Education
Department years before this Government
came to office, and were designated as
experimental schools.

Mlr (3rayden: So what?
Mr BRYCE: They have absolutely

nothing to do with the Liberal Party's
policy Promises, and have only recently
had the green light to go ahead. It is
absolutely outrageous for this Governmo-nt
to suggest that it is responsible in some
way for these schools, because there is

no suggestion that these schools have been
affected in any way by the Liberal Party
promises.

Everybody knows that the free textbook
scheme has not been extended. It is mis-
leading for the Minister to stand in the
Chamber and say that because a few more
tapes are being tossed around and a few
more tape-recorders are being used in
schools, that represents an extension in
this area.

Mr Grayden: Is not an improvement an
extension?

Mr BRYCE: The Minister perhaps is
comparing quality with quantity. Every-
body in this State knows there is a real
need to extend the textbook scheme into
the secondary schools, but this Govern-
ment has refused to do so. In order to
reduce the pressures which were being
mounted against it, and to fob them off,
this Government appointed an Inquiry
which took eight long months simply to
investigate this question of textbooks and
learning materials at secondary schools.
What a Government of achievement! In
the upper levels of secondary schools, text-
books cost somewhere between $104 and
$150 per student, and there Is no doubt
that this cost affects the judgment of
parents who must make a decision as to
whether their children should return to
school for the two final years. Everybody
knows that scheme has not been extended.

As for the per capita grants, the Minis-
ter simply does not seem to be able to
grasp the significance of his Government's
duplicity or insincerity in this area. Some
351 kindergartens are approved permit-
holding institutions, and the Premier's
policy promise was that every single kin-
dergarten would be given a per capita grant
to assist with its running costs. There
were no reservations or list of excuses.

What has happened is that only 27 of
these kindergar tens are receiving such a
subsidy, and they happen to be 27 private
kundergartens, outside the scope of the
Pre-School Board. In anybody's language
27 from 351 leaves a policy promise
a long way from fulfilment. There can be no
doubt in anybody's mind that these policy
promises which were the basis of the edu-
cation programme put to the people at
the last election simply have not been
fulfilled.

I was staggered at the nature of the dis-
cussion which followed my argument in
respect of the unprecedented aid for edu-
cation provided by the Australian Labor
Government, I do not intend to take very
long to try to put these members right,
If they are blind enough to believe their
own party propaganda and their own
leader's utterances on these matters and
if they sincerely believe there was not
unprecedented extra money made avail-
able for education In Australia in 1974-75,
there Is not enough time left for them to
find out. They have been absolutely
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blind, if they cannot see that fact. We
have heard arguments from the member
for Karrinyup. He never did make a
speech, but In effect he made 15 speeches
-while sitting down. We also heard from
the member for Gescoyne.

Mr Jamieson: We heard a lot of gas,
but not much coin.

Mr BRYCE: They suggested that the
effect of this additional money pumped
into the education system was negated by
the effects of inflation, Might I remind
those members and their colleagues that
it was their own leader who promised to
solve inflation. He claimed it could be
defeated on a State-by-State basis. So,
that particular argument holds no water
In this Chamber in the context of this
debate.

The other important point relating to
this matter is that the level of State Go"v-
ermnent financial grants from the Com-
monwealth Government during the years
1973, 1974, and 1975, to which the Minis-
ter referred as "the cake"-I am not talk-
ing about Schools Commission moneys--
grossly exceeded the rate of Inflation as,
indeed, did the money from the Schools
Commission.

As a matter of fact, one of the things
which is disturbing educationalists in this
country at present is that the Fraser
Government has made no provision for
Inflation in the grants allocated through
the Schools Commission. This year, with-
out a special indexation provision in the
grants of money made available, our edu-
cation system once again will be In dire
straits. The Whitlam Government made a
financial contribution to education which
well and truly exceeded the rate of infla-
tion in this country because indexation
provisions were written into the financial
agreements, and as inflation increased, so
did the grants which were committed.

I feel obliged to answer very briefly the
argument put to the Chamber about the
needs basis of funding. It Is clear this
Government still Is discriminating against
schools in need. A Labor Government
would do precisely what is being done at
a national level and in South Australia:
namely, we would establish areas of need.
When we come into Government after the
next election, we will be happy to estab-
lish a committee comprising representa-_
tives of the independent schools systems, as
has happened in at least one other State
and, I understand, is being established in
two other States. This committee would
advise the Minister for Education as to the
classification of schools according to need.
Having classified those schools in terms
of their need, the grants allocated to them
would vary on that basis. That is a
socially responsible policy, rather than a
policy which discriminates against the
school whose need is greatest.

Mr Clarko: What about considering
children In need rather than schools in
need?

Mr BRYCE: Might I remind the member
for Karrinyup that the definition of
"school" is not a heap of bricks and
mortar: he should know that a school is
composed of children.

Mr Clarko: What about the school Ini
Applecross which is half in a State Hous-
ing Commission and half in an affluent
area?

Mr BRYCE: All the member is doing
is nit picking about the classification pro-
gramnme. He should write his improve-
ments into that. I am suggesting that
the policy to which I have been referring
is more socially responsible than one which
simply allocates money across the board
irrespective of needs.

When we come to Government there will
be no intention on our part to take away
from schools the level of grants they are
currently receiving. The needs basis con-
cept will be applied to all future aid and
to increases and extensions of aid. So let
not that policy be misrepresented by any-
body in this Chamber.

It Is clear from the sentiments ex-
pressed by members opposite tonight that
the coalition Government does not whole-
heartedly support the concept of free ter-
tiary education. Interjections that came
from various members clearly indicated
where those members stood. Come elec-
tion time they will be required to stand
up and be counted on that issue. In respect
of this motion this is where we differ from
members opposite.

Our party believes that, as with primary
and secondary education, there ought to
be no charge for anybody. Irrespective of
his personal means, to pursue an educa-
tion at tertiary level. We will have no
truck with policies which are designed to
bring into tertiary education any form
of disincentive for people to study or to
continue to study.

We condemn the Government for its
support of the Fraser Government in
pursuing those policies. We condemn the
Government because it has done practi-
cally nothing in respect of the difficult
area of transition from school to the work
force. We condemn the Government for
continuing its policies of financial discri-
mnination against less affluent schools.

The issue that concerns us greatly is
that nobody in Western Australia now
would feel comfortable about believing
anything the Premier says. Tonight's
debate was related to education Issues.
There were ample opportunities for people
on that side of the House to defend these
promises. Very few opportunities were
accepted.

Mr Shalders: Your side Is Just so
pathetic it was not worth while the rest
of us getting up.

Mr Jamieson: Come on, you great little
boy!

Mr Shalders: You were the weakest. The
member fur Ascot Is 10 times better than
you are.

2565



2566 ASSEMBELY]

Mr BRYCE: The point that should con-
cern members opposite, including the mem-
ber for Murray in his highly marginal seat
following the redistribution, is how much
the Vrople of Murray are going to believe
anything that the Premier says when he
trots out his long list of promises in view
of the fact that he promised to do all
these things in respect of the economy
and promised this so-called wonderful
education programme. The people of this
State are sick and tired of listening to the
promises and they are going to give this
Oovernmnent the thumbs down.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr H. D). Evans
Mr Pletcher

Mr Bl1alkie
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coynae
Mns Craig
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurance
Mr Menaros
Mr NanovIch
Mr O'Connor

Ayes-18
Mr Harman
M~r Hartrey
Mr Jlamieson
Mr McIver
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr J. T. Tonin
Mr Motier

(Teller)

Noes-27
Mr Old
Ur O'Neil
Mr Ridge
Mr Rushton
Mr Shaiders
Mr Slbion
Mr Sodeman
Mr Stephens
Mr Thompson
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Young
Mr Clarko

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated,

House adjourned at 1.07 am. (Thursday).

Iurughitatiur Arnwrnbiij
Thursday, the 18th September, 1978

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): As
is customary, I propose to have questions
taken at a later stage of this sitting.

BILLS (2): DrrRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Wildlife Conservation Act Amend-
ment Eml.

2. Artificial Breeding of Stock Act
Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Sir
Charles Court (Premier), and read
a first time,

CHILD WELFARE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr
Ridge (Minister for Lands), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

HIRE-PURCHASE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister

for Labour and Industry) [2.23 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

This is a Bill to streamline procedure
before the Hire-Purchase Licensing 'rri-
bunial so as to obviate time wasting ap-
pearances by applicants, being busy per-
sonnel in the field of commerce, when
initial applications for licences or annual
renewal of applications for licences are
being determined by the tribunal.

The first licences to credit providers
issued under the Hire-Purchase Act ex-
pired on the 30th June, 1976. On the 25th
June the tribunal heard over 100 applica-
tions for renewal of licences. This
caused the attendance of applicants who
naturally were occupied for some time
in the process. The Act, as it stands, re-
quires a "hearing" of applications whether
contested or not.

Arising from the hearings for renewal
on the 25th June some applicants lodged
letters of complaint about the time wast-
ing activity in appearing before the tri-
bunal, simply to answer as to name and
company, when no other evidence had to
be adduced, and have the licence renewed.

The amendment will alter .the law so
that the appearance of applicants can be
dispensed with, not entirely, but at least
in cases where there Is no evidence to be
adduced, no submissions to be made, and
no question to be put by the tribunal. This
will allow the tribunal to reserve only
matters, as necessary, for formal hearing
when attendance of Parties will be re-
quired.

I1 commend this Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Harman.

TRANSPORT COMMISSION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading
MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Mister

for Transport) (2.26 p.m.): I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
The Bill relates to several amendments
which experience has shown to be neces-
sary or desirable In order to facilitate the
administration of the Transport Commis-
slon Act.
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